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, " + Cope: A.B.C., Sth Edition. 
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‘| ELEPHONES { 
(Private Braneh Exchangs.: 


: “ ¥ “ ees ALM : A 


DIRECT COMMUNICATION WITH TRADERS. 


The DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS TRADE (Devecor- 
MENT AND INTELLIGENCE) is a centre at whicli information on 
ail sabjects of commercial interest is collected and classified 
in a form convenient for reference, and at which, so far as 
the interests of British trade permit, replies are given to 
enquiries by traders on commercial matters. As far as 18 
possible, the Department supplies, on personal or written 
application, information with regard to the following 
snbjecta: Foreign and Colonial Contracts open to Tender, 
amd other openings for British Trade; Lists of manufac- 
turers at home and lists of firms abroad engaged in par- 
tacular lines of business in different localities; Foreign and 
Coloniai Tariff and Customs Regulations; Commercial 
Statistics: Forms of Certificates of Origin ; Regulations con- 
cerning Commercial Travellers, Sources of Supply, Prices, 
etc., of Trade Products; Shipping and Transport, etc. 

Sumples of foreign competitive goods and commercial 
products which are received from abroad from time to time 
are exhibited at the Offices of the Department. 

Samples of goods of German and Austrian manufacture 
which were sold in British markets abroad and in certain 
foreign markets are on exhibition in the Samp!e Rooms of 
the Department. 

The BRITISH INDUSTRIES FAIR, 1919, wiil be held 
in the Pennington Street premises of the London Docks, 


which have again been placed at the disposal of the Board 
of Trade by the Port of London Authority. It will be 
open from 24th February to 7th March. The Office dealing 
with Fair matters is at 10, [asinghall Street, Londons. 
B.C. 2. 

In order that British manufacturers may have an opper. 
tunity of familiarising themselves with German and Austra» 
methods of advertising, the Beard of Trade have collected 
over 9,500 SPECIMEN CATALOGUES OF GERMAN AND 
AUSTRIAN ORIGIN, and these may be inspected by Britaeb 
manufacturers at the Department of Overseas Trade 
(Development and Intelligence), 10, Basinghall Strest, 
London, K.C. 2. 

A new index has been prepared, in which the catalogues 
are classified both as regards articles of manufacture aad 
names of manufacturers, thus rendering identification of arr 
particular catalogue a simple matter. Copies of this imdae; 
may be obtained by United Kingdom manufacturers nx 
application to the Comptrolier-General, Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence), 73, Basing. 
hall Street, London, E.C. 2. 

All communications intended for the Department of Over. 
seas ‘Trade (Development and Intelligence) should be 
addressed to: The Comptroller-General, Department gs! 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligenee), 73. 
Basinghail Street, London, E.C. 2. 


OPENINGS FOR TRADE AND NAMES OF TRADERS IN 
COUNTRIES ABROAD. 


Confidential Informatior, 


SPECIAL REGISTER. 


The Special Register aifords early information to mann- 
fmturers and traders of new trade openings abroad before 
they become public property. It is also a vehicle foi 
evculating reports on foreign competition, and any other 
matters likely to be of importance and interest to particular 
trades. The information, which is private and confidential, 
is supplied to the Department by His Majesty’s Trade Com- 
missioners within the Empire, and by His Majesty’s 
Miplomatic and Consular Representatives in foreign 
countries, and is circulated to firms on the Register as 
gnickly as possible after its recetpt. 

The Register is open to any approved British firm on the 
payment of a fee of two guineas per annum (which includes 
the annual subscription to the ‘‘Board of Trade Journal’’). 
lt as not open to non-British traders. 


Information is supplied solely for the purpose of extending 
trade in British-made goods. 

Those British firms wio desire their names to be included 
in the Special Register should communicate with The 
Comptroller-Generai, Department of Overseas Trade 
Ppomenet sas Intelligence}, 73, Basinghall Street, 

encon, £.U. 4. 


FORM K. 
l4.M. Consular Ortcers have received instructions to 
furnish the Department of Overseas Trade (Development 
and Intelligence) with commercial information respecting all 
firms in their respective Consular Districts who can be 


recommended as possible importers of goods of British manu- 
‘factore. This information, which includes the commercial 





and financiai status of the firms concerned, their local aad 


Kuropean references, goods particularly required, terme of 
trading and language in which correspondence should h+ 
carried on, is furnished to the Department on a prescribed 
form, which is known as Form K, 


In order to obtain the fullest possible advantages frem 
the ‘Form K’’ system of information, a wide circulation is 
ESSENTIAL. 


A system of co-operation between the Department of 
Uverseas Trade (Development and Intelligence) and Britis 
traders is therefore necessary, and this co-operation is being 
attained as follows :— 


1. The Department collects and edits the information 
2. The Trade Associations distribute the information. 


That is, the Departinent issues the information to— 
(a) The Association of Chambers of Commerce. 
(b) The Federation of British Industries. 

The bodies comprised in these organisations have their 
various component trades classified as shown in ‘‘form K,” 
and lists of traders are therefore only circulated to thase 
firms which come under that classification, thus avoiding 
circulating to trades which are not interested. 


The system is safeguarded by agreements with ibe 
distributing organisations against the issue of the informa- 
tion to any outside firms. All firms who wish to receive tbe 
information have to be approved by the Department. Ait 
present over 10,000 firms have joined, and any other firms 
who wish to participate should apply through their Chamber 
of Commerce or the Federation of British Industries (39, 
St. James’s Street. Lendon, S.W. 1), or through bodies 
affiliated to the latter. : 
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The Board of Trade. 
EXPORT PROHIBITIONS. 








FURTHER RELAXATIONS. 

We publish to-day a further list of relaxations in 
export prohibitions, which are announced by the Board 
of Trade to take effect at once. Previous lists were 
published in the “ Journal ’’ of 14th, 21st and 28th 
November, 5th, 12th, 19th and 26th December, 1918, 
2nd, 9th, 16th, 28rd and 30th January of this year. 


THE RAILWAYS. 








EIGHT-HOUR DAY FOR RAILWAYMEN. 

In order to deal with questions which have arisen 
in regard to the introduction on railways of the principle 
of an eight-hours day (or 48-hours week) and to remove 
misunderstandings in the minds of some of the men, 
a meeting was held on Thursday, 30th January, at the 
Board ot Trade. Sir Albert Stanley presided, and the 
following agreement was come to and signed by the 
President, Sir Herbert Walker (on behalf of the Rail- 
way Executive Committee) and Mr. Walter Hudson 
(Acting General Secretary of the National Union of 
Railwayimen) :— 

“The principle oi the eight hours day for Railwaymen is 
to be given effect to as from Ist February, on the basis of 
the existing conditions of service, and where it is not found 
practicable to reduce the working hours to 8, overtime will 
be paid for all time worked after the expiration of 8 working 
hours. 

“In calculating the 8 hours, time allotted tor meals will 
not be counted in cases where time has hitherto been so 
allotted. For example :— 

(1) A man bitherto booked on at 6 and working con- 
tinuously until 4, will, if booked on at 6, cease working at 

2, cr if he works later will be paid at overtime rate from 2. 

‘*(2) A man hitherto booked on at 6 and working until 5, 
with a meal hour between (say) 12 and 1, will, if booked 
on at 6, cease working at 3 (with an hour’s meal interval), 

or if he works later will be paid at overtime rate from 3. 

“Where a man’s work has been arranged on a weekly 
basis, overtime will be paid after 48 hours’ work; and as 
regards allotted meal times, the principle set out in 
example No. 2 will apply, i.¢., allotted meal times will not 
be counted in calculating working hours. 

“The above is without prejudice to the right of either side 
to claim different arrangements in the negotiations now 
pending.”’ 

(Signed) A. H. STANLEY, 
President of the Board of Trade. 
H. A. WALKER, 
Acting Chairman, Railway Executive Committee, 
Water Hvupson, 
Acting General Sec. National Union of Railwaymen. 
Dated 30th January, 1919. 

A meeting was also held with the representatives of 
the Associated Society of Locomotive Engineers and 
Firemen and a similar agreement come to and signed 
by Mr. J. Bromley. 

CONDITIONS OF RATES OF PAY. 

The Board of Trade has arranged that the claims of 
the railwaymen represented by the National Union of 
Railwaymen and Associated Society of Locomotive 
Engineers and [Firemen for altered conditions of service 
and rates of pay shall be forthwith discussed between 
representatives of those unions and the Railway 
Executive Committee acting on behalf of the Govern- 
tent, and it is hoped that a preliminary meeting will 
be held during next week. 
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THE BOARD OF TRADE—continued. 
THE COTTON TRADE. 








RESTRICTIONS ON MACHINERY WITHDRAWN, 

The tollowing letter from the President of the Board 
of Trade was read at Monday morning's meeting of 
the Cotton Control Board :— 


Board of Trade, , 
Gwydyr House, Whitehall, S.W.1, 
Ist February, 1919. 
Sir A. Herbert Dixon, Bart., 
Cotton Control Board, Victoria Hotel, 
Deansgate, Manchester. 
Dear Sir Herbert, 

As the various Cotton Orders made during the war by the 
Board of Trade, and administered by the Cotton Control 
Board on their behalf, were dependent upon scarcity in the 
supplies of raw cotton, and as the freight available for the 
carriage otf American cotton has been for some time in excess 
of demand, the time has come for the Board of Trade to 
revoke these orders (which include the Raw Cotton Order, 
1917, and the Cotton, Restriction of Output Order, 1918). 

The work of the Board, which has so successfully controlled 
the Cotton industry, however, will not thus be brought to 
an end, though it will necessarily cease to exercise this 
centrol; tor, apart from the performance of functions such 
as the payment of unemployment benefits to operatives, the 
Government will continue to look to it for advice on matters 
of reconstruction affecting the Cotton industry. 

I desire to take this opportunity to express my deep sense 
of the value of the Cotton Control Board’s services to the 
industry and to the country as a whole. There is no part 
of the war machinery in connection with industry set up by 


the Board of ‘Trade, the work of which I can regard with. 


greater satisfaction. 
Yours sincerely, 


(Signed) A. H. STAnrey. 
NEW POSITION EXPLAINED. 


The restrictions on the running of spindles and looms. 


are accordingly withdrawn as from Monday, 38rd Feb- 
ruary, 1919, and each spinner or manufacturer is hence- 
forth at liberty to run as much of his machinery as he 
wishes. It must be noted that the above letter does 
not affect the Order fixing maximum prices for raw 
cotton (which has never been administered by the 
Cotton Control Board), or the regulations governing 
the Liverpool market, which accordingly remain in 
force. 

As the restrictions on machinery are withdrawn, no 
operative can henceforth be unemployed as a conse- 
quence of the Board’s restrictions. Accordingly no 
Control Loard cards must be given to any operatives 
who are at present in regular employment, or who 
if unemployed did not become unemployed owing 
to the Board's restrictions. Should such opera- 
tives become unemployed, they must apply at the 
Employment Exchange for out-of-work donation 
pay in accordance with the ordinary provisions of the 
Ministry of Labour, and the special arrangements made 
for dealing with operatives coming under the Control 
Board’s scheme do not apply in their case. 

On the other hand, operatives who have hitherto 
been ‘* played off’? under the Board’s scheme and in 
accordance with the Board’s regulations can continue 
to receive their payment under the Board’s arrange- 
ments until they again become regularly employed, 
i.e., they will continue to receive through the Control 
Board’s machinery the greater of the two sums to 
which they would be entitled under the Control Beard 
scheme, and the Government donation scheme, until 
they have received payment under this arrangement 
for thirteen weeks since 30th December, 1918; and if 
still unemployed, they will be entitled afterwards to 
receive Control Board payment at the old rates up to 
7th June, 1919. The Board find, however, that many 
Control Board cards have recently been issued by em- 
ployers to operatives who have been stopped not owing 
to the Board’s restrictions but owing to lack of orders 
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THE BOARD OF TRADE —continued. 





or some similar cause. Cards issued in such cases must 
be immediately cancelled, and such operatives must 
apply for out-of-work donation pay at the Employment 
Exchange in the ordinary way. 

RUNNING PREPARATORY MACHINERY. 

The attention of the Board has been drawn to the 
fact that a misunderstanding exists in certain quarters 
regarding the running of preparatory machinery in the 
spinning departments. The Board desires to point out 
that under their original instructions, dated 22nd 
August, 1917, no person could work ‘‘ more than 60 
per cent. of the total number of mule and/or ring 
spindles and necessary preparatory machinery contained 
therein without a licence from the Cotton Control 
Board,’’ and in the letter accompanying these instruc- 
tions the following suggestion was made :— 

It will be permissible for a firm to slower its prepara- 
sory machinery and so work more than 60 per cent. of 
such preparatory machinery, but in such cases clear 
proof must be produced, if required, that there is not 
more than 60 per cent. of the pre-war consumption of 
cotton. 

A fortnight ago (20th January, 1919), the following 
paragraph was inserted in the Board’s circular an- 
nouncing an increase in working machinery :— 

Spinners are reminded that the regulations of the 
Board issued at the outset of the Board’s restrictions, 
that the amount of preparatory machinery that is to be 
run must be such as to fulfil, and no more than fulfil, 
the requirements of the spindles running, are still in 
operation, and no spinner is allowed at any time to 
run more preparatory machinery than is required to 
balance the spindles he is running. 

Provided that a proper balance of machinery is main- 
tained, the regulations issued at any time by the Board 
are fulfilled, and any temporary stoppage in the card- 
room due to other causes than the balance of machinery 
maintained does not concern the Board, but is a matter 
of internal management. Any question arising from 
such a stoppage should be dealt with through the ordi- 
nary channels. 





TRADE WITH SIBERIA. 


APPLICATIONS FOR GENERAL LICENCES. 

[In order to encourage the development of trade with 
Siberia, it has been arranged that exporters may apply 
for general licences to ship to that country all classes 
of goods except goods whose export is prohibited to all 
foreign countries, i.e., those on the A or J lists. 

In making this announcement the Board of Trade 
desire particularly to impress upon traders that it is 
the policy of His Majesty’s Government and the Allied 
Governments to discourage the exploitation of the 
Siberia population by the charging of excessive prices 
for necessaries, and they reserve the right to recom- 
mend the suspension of the general licence in the case 
of any firm which on the report of His Majesty's 
Commissioner at Vladivostok they consider to be act- 
ing contrary to this policy. 

Applications for licences should be addressed to the 
eo Trade Department, 4, Central Buildings, London, 
S.W.1. 








TIMBER CONTROL. 


LOWER MAXIMUM PRICES FIXED AND 
RATIONING ABOLISHED. 


The Controller of Timber Supplies announces that 
reduced maximum prices for imported softwood will 
come into force on Monday next, 10th February. Con- 
currently with the introduction of the new prices, the 
system of allocating rations will be abolished, and the 
stocks held by the Timber Supply Department will be 
disposed of in parcels of 50 standards or more. 

Applications for a rebate where firms have purchased 
from the Department under the old prices can only be 
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THE BOARD OF TRADE —continued. 





considered where no portion of the goods has left the 
dock or store yard on which the delivery order was 
issued. All such applications should be made to the 
Government buyer at Salisbury House, Finsbury Circus, 
London, E.C.2, and should be accompanied by the 
delivery order on which rebate is requested. 

The complete list of reduced maximum prices is 
given under “‘ Government Notices ’”’ in this issue. 


b 





HARDWOOD TIMBER. 

The Board of Trade have revoked, as from 1st March, 
paragraph 1 of the Timber Control Order, 1918, in so 
far as it relates to dealings or transactions in regard 
to Hardwood Timber outside the United Kingdom. 

The text of paragraph 1 is as follows :— 


1. No person in the United Kingdom shall buy, sell, 
receive, take or make delivery of, or enter into any trans- 
action or negotiation in relation to the sale, purchase, or 
transport, of any timber outside the United Kingdom except 
under and in accordance with the terms of a Permit granted 
by or on behalf of the Controller. 





RESUMPTION OF TRADE WITH SERBIA 
AND ROUMANIA. 

The Board of Trade call attention to the fact that 
the restrictions imposed by the Trading with the 
Knemy (Occupied Territory) Proclamation no longer 
apply to trading with Serbia and Roumania, and that 
consequently commercial transactions with these coun- 
tries may now be resumed. 

It will, however, be necessary to obtain export 
licences from the War Trade Department before ship- 
ping to these countries goods of kinds prohibited to be 
exported thither, and to obtain import licences from 
the Department of Import Restrictions before import- 
ing goods of kinds covered by the Prohibition of Import 
Proclamations, 





CONSTRUCTION OF STEEL BOILERS. 





BOARD OF TRADE NEW RULES. 

New rules have been made for the construction of 
steel boilers for steamers under Board of Trade survey. 
The rates are based to some extent on the reeommenda- 
tions of the British Marine Engineering, Design and 
Construction Committee. The Board of Trade’s rules, 
which hitherto have been in force, have required a 
higher factor of safety (for boiler shells) than that 
adopted by the Classification Societies and by Foreign 
Governments. Since this factor was first adopted con- 
siderable improvements have been made in the quality 
of the steel used for boilers and in the design and 
methods of manufacture, and it has been decided that 
the factor of safety can now, without any risk, be re- 
duced. The new rules will enable lighter plates to be 
used and reduce the cost of construction, and will make 
it possible to get a Board of Trade certificate for a 
vessef not built under Board of Trade survey if the 
boilers comply with the new factor of safety. In the 
past, if the vessel’s boilers had been built to a Classifi- 
cation Society's standard, difficulty was experienced 
when coming under Board of Trade survey, i.e., for a 
passenger steamer certificate. 

A preliminary technical explanation of the new rules 
is contained in an Instruction to Surveyors issued by 
the Marine Department of the Board, copies of which 
(price 1d.) may be obtained from H.M. Stationery 
Office, Imperial House, Kingsway, W.C.2, or branches. 





INSURANCE OF ENEMY MERCHANT SHIPS. 

A Notice has been issued by the Board of Trade, 
under the Trading with the Enemy Act Proclamations, 
granting a licence to all persons in the United Kingdom 
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THE BOARD OF TRADE—continued. 





to insure the hull, machinery or cargo of any enemy 
merchant ship that is for the time being under the 
control of the Allied Maritime Transport Council. The 
insurances are subject to two warranties: (1) That 
trading is under the control of the Allied Maritime 
Transport Council, and (2) that no claim shall be paid 
unless and until the name of the payee shall have been 
submitted to and approved by the Board of Trade. 





PETROLEUM PRODUCTS (WHOLESALE 


PRICES). 

We give in our “ Government Notices "’ Section a 
new Petroleum Products (Wholesale Prices) Order, 
dated 3lst January, 1919, which has been made by the 
Board of Trade. The previous Orders and notices regu- 
lating prices are revoked. The principal change made 
by the new Order is that the prices set out in the 
schedule are mazimum prices and not fixed prices. The 
maximum price of aviation spirit is made 143d. per 
gallon less than the previous fixed price, and fuel oil 
is reduced by £2 10s. a ton. The Order took effect 
from Ist lebruary. 





DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS 
TRADE. 


SIBERIA : RATES OF EXCHANGE. 

With reference to Siberian supply operations, the 
Department of Overseas Trade (Russian Section) desires 
to announce, for the information of firms who are in- 
terested in Siberian trade, that arrangements have been 
made for the Vladivostok Branch ot the Hongkong 
and Shanghai bank to telegraph frequent advice to 
their London oftice regarding the rate of exchange for 
roubles. 

In reply to a recent cable enquiry, Mr. H. Porter, 
the British Commercial Commissioner at Vladivostok, 
has reported that there is at present no difficulty in 
obtaining sterling remittances to London in exchange 
for Kerensky or Imperial notes, and that the banks 
are now considering the matter of acceptance of Trea- 
sury Bills, bonds and coupons which recently have been 
declared legal tender by the temporary Government at 
Omsk. | 

On 16th January the rate of exchange of roubles into 
pounds sterling at Vladivostok was 450 roubles per £10. 

Later and more detailed information about currency 
transactions may be obtained on application to the 
Sub-Manager, the Hongkong and Shanghai Banking 
Corporation, 9, Gracechurch Street, London, E.C. 

Goops NEEDED IN SIBERIA. 

A further notice giving a list of goods required in 

Siberia appears in our ‘‘Government. Notices’’ Section. 








BRITISH TRADE WITH ALGERIA. 


High French. tariffs are not considered, in the opinion 
of the British Vice-Consul at Phillipville, for the dis- 
appearance of United Kingdom cotton goods from the 
Algerian market. German competition, he states, was 
severe before the war, and was felt more strongly than 
the competition of French goods. 

There is an-opportunity at the present time, there- 
fore, to regain and extend our trade with Algeria. 
United Kingdom firms are advised by the British Vice- 
Consul at Phillipville to devote special attention to 
agricultural machinery, pumps, pumping engines (in- 
cluding windmill pumps), mining tools, wire for baling, 
glass cutlery and hardware. 

Glass and cutlery were supplied by Germany before 
the war, and they are now in great demand. Tenders 
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fur the construction of electric tramways for the town 
of Constantine are expected to be called in the near 
future. 

It must be noted that American interests are culti- 
vating this market, commercial propaganda and eata- 
logues in French being much in evidence from this 
quarter. Catalogues in English and the quotation of 
prices f.o.b, in sterling are a waste of paper and money 
in Algeria. 


APPOINTMENT OF TRADE COMMISSIONER 
AT WINNIPEG. 

With reference to the notice which appeared on page 
240 in the “‘ Board of Trade Journal’ on 28th Feb- 
ruary, 1918, regarding appointments to the Trade Com. 
missioner Service in the British Empire, the Board of 
Trade have now approved the appointment of Mr. L. 3}, 
Beale as H.M. Trade Commissioner at Winnipeg. 

Mr. Beale has had business experience both in this 
country and in Canada, and since early in 1915 has been 
in the service of the Government of British Columbia 
(Forest Branch, Department of Lands). He has re- 
cently been engaged on a special mission to the United 
Kingdom and Irance as Timber Trade Commissioner 
for his Government. 

Mr. Beale will remain at the Department of Overseas 
Trade until towards the end of February, when he will 
leave this country for Canada and, after a short stay 
in the office of His Majesty’s ‘Trade Commissioner at 
Moutreal, will proceed to take up his ofticial duties a 
Winnipeg. 


ot 





NEW ZEALAND ASSOCIATION OF BRITISH 
MANUFACTURERS AND AGENTS. 

At a meeting of the delegates from the four branches 
(Auckland, Wellington, Christchurch and Dunedin) of 
the New Zealand Association of British Manufacturers 
and Agents, which was held at Wellington in Sep- 
tember, it was decided to alter the constitution of the 
Association by creating a Central Executive—the first 
branches of the reorganised Association to consist of 
the above-mentioned Associations at Auckiand, Well- 
ington, Christchurch and Dunedin. Additional branches 
shall consist of such Associations as shall be admitted 
to affiliation by the Executive. 

As described on p. 182 of the ‘* Journal”’ of Ith 
lebruary, 1918, no Association is admitted to afliliation 
as a branch unless its main objects are to further the 
interests of British trade in New Zealand. and unless 
its membership consists of British manufacturers, and 
of representatives and agents of British manufacturers 
in New Zealand. 

A copy of the revised Rules and Constitution of the 
Association may be consulted at the Enquiry Room of 
the Department of Overseas Trade (Development and 
Intelligence). 


Eee 


INVESTIGATION OF THE SOUTH AMERICAN 
MARKET FOR CONFECTIONERY, JAMS, 
PRESERVES, ETC. 

With reference to the notice which appeared in tie 
‘* Journal ’’ of 22nd January in regard to the investiga- 
tion of the South American market for confectionery. 
jams and preserves, it is announced that British manu- 
facturers in the industries concerned may participate 
in the enquiry on payment of a fee of 25 guineas, pits 
a proportionate amount of the expenses depending cn 
the number of employees of the firm. 

Communications should be addressed to the Comp- 
troller-General, Department of Overseas Trade (De- 
velopment and Intelligence), 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C.2. 
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Special Articles. 





CHEMICALS AND DRUGS. 





ANALYSIS OF PRE-WAR IMPORTS. 

It has been found necessary in the course of the war 
to analyse our pre-war Imports of Chemicals and Drugs 
much more closely than was done in the published 
Board of Trade Returns. 

The Imports into this country of Chemicals, properly 
so-called, were recorded in the Trade Returns of the 
United Kingdom in two main groups, viz: 

1. Chemical Manufactures and Products (other than 
Drugs, Dyestutis and Manures) not liable to 
duty; and 

2. Drugs, containing no dutiable ingredient. 

In 1913 the aggregate value of the Imports com- 
prised in the first group amounted to £4,5384,536, and 
the descriptions and values of the individual commodi- 
ties included therein, for which separate particulars 
were published in that year, were as follow :— 

Imports oF CREMICAL MANUFACTURES AND PRopuctTs (OTHER 
THAN DrucGs, DyrEsturrs AND MANurRgEs). 


£ £ 
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fronuwed. 


4) Porasu ComMPOUNDS—OTHER SORTS. 


Aggregate Imports in 1913 = 


Artiele. 


Potassium Bromide 
- Carbonate 


oo werk 
abba 


Potash-—Caustic 
Potash Lyes 


Potassium Chlorate 


, (‘yanide ; 
¥ lodide bh 
oa Muriate 


Herchlorate. . 


Perman- 
ganate 

Phenylglycine 

Prussiate 


Sulphate 
Sulpho- 
Muriate 
39 Other Sorts .. 


Total of above 


(6) Sopa Comrpounps—-OTHER SORTS. 
Aggregate Imports In 1913 


Art icle. 








‘ated,’’ and ‘‘other sorts,’ 


Acetate of Lime 49,342 Glycerine, Crude... 255,718 
Acetic Acid (other (ilycerine, disiilled 84,570 
than for table Muriate of  Am- 
use) 85,790 monia —... is 9,953 
Acetone , 162,633 = Potash Compounds : 
Bleaching Materials: Saltpetre (Nitrate 
Bleaching Powder 32,189 of Potash) ... 240,966 
Other sorts 2,183 Other sorts 630,234 
Boracite 39,743 Soda Compounds: 
Borate of Lime 148,187 Soda Ash 894 
Borax 15,029 ,, Bicarbonate 940) 
Brimstone ... 92,712 Caustic 4,692 
Carbide of Calcium 272,445 ,, Crystals 5,202 
Coal Products, not ,, Other sorts 160,322 
dyes _ ... 164.44¢ Sulphuric Acid 8,960 
Cream of Tartar... 331,974 ‘Tartaric Acid... 247,377 
Unenumerated _... 1,488,034 


Similarly, the aggregate value of the Imports covered 
by the second group amounted to £1,984,637, the indi- 
vidual items separately recorded being as follow: 

Imports oF DruGs ContTAINING NO DuTIABLE INGREDIENT. 


L 

Bark, Peruvian... a re — whi 58,0038 
Coceine and Cocaine Salts ee bai ssi 14,378 . 
Morphia and Morphia Salts 32 
Opium lade sie - 907 ,262 
Quinine and Quinine Salts aa ies 102,102 
Unenumerated (including Medicinal prepara- 

Lions) ‘ans os 1 302,860 
The large proportion of both ‘‘Chemicals’’ and 


“Drugs’’ included under such headings as ‘‘unenumer- 
> is very noticeable. 

Thus in the first group as a whole, Chemicals valued 
at £2,280,778, or 50.3 per cent. of the whole, were 
srouped together as ‘‘unenumerated’’ or “‘other sorts.’’ 
In the sub-group of Potash.Compounds the proportion 
was 72.3 per cent., and in the case of Soda Compounds 
as much as 93.2 per cent. 

In the second group, unenumerated drugs were valued 
at £1,302,860, forming 65.6 per cent. of the whole. 


THE DETAILED ANALYSIS. 

The outbreak of war in 1914 showed the necessity 
for obtaining fuller information respecting the imports 
of Chemicals and Drugs, and the Board of Trade in 
conjunction with the Statistical Office of the Customs 
undertook an analysis of the items (1) Potash Com- 
pounds, other sorts; (2) Soda Compounds, other sorts; 
(3) Chemical Manufactures and Products, unenumer- 
ated; and (4) Drugs, unenumerated. The principal 
results of this analvsis are given in the tables which 
follow :— ) 


Socium Acetate 


(hromate and 
Bichromate 
(‘hlorate 


Clycero- 
Phosphate 
Hydrosulphite. . 
Hvyposulphite .. 

Nitrite .. 


Perborate 
Phosphate 
,, Salicylate 
39 Other Sorts .. 


i 


Total of above 





\% 


Votal 
Imports 
in L913 


2 
8 70S 
108,550 
iL6. 252 
26 324 
10,342 
11 217 


100,457 
5,122 


838,089 


22,935 


21,402 | 





Total 
Imports 
in LOLS. 


3 
14,487 


20,730 


} 


£ 


19,716 


~~ Pre 
0,770 
26,361 
7,128 


10,067 


6,222 
9,591 
16,147 
24 097 


Imports 
trom 
C:cerm LEAN 


L 
7,909 
33,909 
90 SOG 
? 10] 
9 763 


LO, 351 


99 GO6 


7,451 
38,832 
14,781 


85,175 


22,935 
17,427 ' 


— 


. 630,234 441,436 


Imports 
from 


(rermany 


: 
6,388 


20,549 
642 


5,716 
16,377 
7,122 


1,158 


} ss) 
-—_— = 
6,185 
15,264 


14,162 


es ee ee 


16 ), 322 


D hn ams 


99 783 


Of which 


Other 


SOUrcs 


a 

799 
05,409 
10,315 


12. 832 
8,827 
14,020 
6,995 
30,654 


3,880 


1,242 | 


15,201 
3,244 
1,601 


LOO 


£630,234. 


Principal 
s of Supply. 


U.S.A. 
Russia. 
France. 


Krance. 

Belgium. 

France. 
Sweden. 
Japan. 
Sweden. 
lrance. 


| France. 
Belgium. 
France. 


— — 





£160,322. 


Of which 





Other Principal 


Sources of Supply. 


¢ 
4,645 Belgium 
2,030 | U.S.A. 
14,614 | France. 
3,414 | Spain. 
9,930 | France. 
5,406 — Norway 
2,957 France. 
3,096 | Belgium. 
845 | France. 


(c) CHEMICALS—UNENUMERATED. 


Aggregate Imports in 1915 {},488,034. 


Article. 





Aluminium Compounds : 
Sulphate , 
Hydrate 
Alum 
Other .. - és 

Ammonium Compounds : 
Nitrate ; - 
Oxalate 
Perchlorate 
Phosphate 
Other .. - ~ 

Antimony Compounds : 
Sulphide , 
Other .. 


Arsenic 


Baking Powder 
Barium Compounds : 
Binoxide , 
Chloride 
Other .. 





Tota! 
Imports 
in 1915. 


£ + 
50,861 

4,854 

3,645 


9,462 


51,166 
10,179 
4,180 
6,017 
3,082 
11,327 
7,396 


40,741 


26,803 


19,050 
10,452 


13,162 | 





Of which 





Imports 
from 


(;ermany 


Other Principal 
Sources of Supply. 





£ 
35,909 
4,510 
2,196 


4,406 


461 
9,919 
1,300 
2,960 
8,388 
5,791 


3,230 


1,500 


14,614 
7,389 
12,344 


—_— 


£ 
11,923 Belgium. 
344 Netherlands. 
1,294. Netherlands. 
4,925 Australia. 
43,339 | Norway. 
3,010 Sweden. 
3,149 Belgium. 
318 | Belgium. 
2,909 | France. 
1,605 France. 
13,146 | Belgium. 
8,447 Australia. 
8,402 Portugal. 
6,966 . France. 
25,303 | U.S.A. 
4,436 | France. 
2,262 | Belgium. 
567 


| Netherlands. 
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Drugs Unenumerated— tontinued. 


(c) CHEMICALS—-UNENUMERATED (continued). 
Of which 


Ag: regate Imports in 1913 = £1,458,0384. 
Total 
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VPA 

















Ut which 
Total | tnhecinhnnetabaiicetininee Article. Imports Imports 
Article. Imports | Imports | in 1913. from Other Principal 
in 1913.{ from | Other l'rincipal! : Germany Sources of ery. 
Germany; Sources of Supply. | caemstininsianintean 
_ ee _ Eucalyptus 37,855 528 33,821 Australia a. 
£ e | eG | Other .. 2,563 | 528 om 1 ‘an 
Boracic Acid and Powder = 51,115 1,154 | 32,274 | France. Proprietary Articles : | 
| 14,316 | Italy. Patent Medicines 172,519 | 77,485 | 90,225 U.S.A 
Bromine and Compounds =12,3880 | 12,380) — | — Emulsion 39,563 | — 39,447 U.S.A 
Butter Colouring 7s 7,294 303 | 3,436 Denmark. Liniment 10,439 | — | 10,439 U.r.A 
2,350 | Netherlands. Ointment 19,482 12 | 19,4338 | U.S.A 
Camphor .. 105,669 | 1,556 101,616 | Japan. Pills 6,993 | 1,146) 1,900) U.S.A 
Carbonic Acid Gas 12,805 9,955 | 2,581 > Netherlands. | | 3,540 | Franc: 
Chromium Compounds Plasters 23,910 | 1,294 | 25.493 USA 
(except Chrom.c Oxide ) 4,294 3,076 | 919 Belgium. Other .. 6,050 | 351 1,570 U.S.A 
Citric Acid 23,161 | 10,787 | 6,475 | France. Papain 6,756 | 27 | 6,446 | Ceylon 
| 4,578 | Italy. Pepsin 5,679 | 5388 5,011 /US.A 
Copper Compounds : ! | i henacetin 7,951 | 6,183 | 1,349 | Switzerland, 
Copper Oxide, 25,711 | 24,768 | — _ Salvarsan and Neo-sal- | | | 
Other Sorts 5,732 | 3,043 | 1,631 | France. varsan 11,383 | 11,383; — | m0 
| 1,021 | Italy. Sugar of Milk 16,226 | 7,160 6,526 | Netherlands 
Disinfectants 14,939 | 13,752; 211 | U.S.A. Tartar Emctic .. 5,067 | 4,766 = 240 | Belgium. 
Formaldehyde 9,449 6,509 , 2,137 Netherlands. 31 other drugs ranging in | 
Formic Acid 42,949 | 35,028 | 7,536 | Netherlands. value from £5,000 to | 
Glanz Gold a 35,506 | 14,105 | 21,401 . Belgium. to £1,000 03,218 | 22,708 ~ . 
Hardening Powder 6,540 4,586 | 1,954 . Netherlands. 306 other drugs ranging | 
Iodine - 80,432 465 | 70,703 | Chile. in value up to £1,000. 72,669 | 36,117 - 
| 8.064 | Peru. Items unspecified 141,600 | 79,102 : 
Lactic Acid. 13,809 | 10,910 | 2,631 | Netherlands. | | aeiecileleatiae cml 
Lead Compounds : Total of above 915,547 301,000 we ‘ei 
Acetate : 29,398 | 15,861 | 9,057 Nethelancs. ; | 
ae a =a st | wicca 
Lis Somiponnt noes ! a | (d) DruGs—UNENUMERATED. 
Citrate... 60,418; — | 54,192 Italy. Aggregate Imports in 1913 = £1,302,860. 
, 6,079 Br. W. Ind. 
Other .. 1272 | 1,272 ed ane | Of which 
Magnesium Compounds : 25,656 | 25,559 — — . | Total — ical 
Chloride ne 1,828 | 1,065! 390 | Netherlands. Article. | Imports Imports: 
Other .. ta | (in 1913. from | Other Principal 
Nitrate of Soda* 166,704 12,000 | 127,009 Chile. Germany| Sources of Supply. 
21,945 Belgium. ogee ‘me 
Oxalie Acid 20,083 | 18,166 | 1,887 Norway. (u.) Leaves, Roots, Seeds, £ £ £ 
Phosphorus 23,866 81 | 19,243 Canada. Barks, ete., raw or | 
| 4,542 France. simply prepared : | 
Compounds .. 573 241; 285 US.A. floes ws 18,424 365 | 13,034 Cape of 
Photographic Chemicals 12,140] 11,948 | — —- of Good Hope 
Rennet .. 12,115 1372 | 9,246 Denmark | | 2,712 | U.S.A. 
Salicylic Acid 10,621 | 10,293 | 225 Switzerland. Aniseed 14,206 835 8,7 2) Russia. 
Silver Nitrate 29,031 2,587 | 26,444 France. a 2,294 France. 
Sodium Sa 9499 | —. 9,302 Norway. Asatfoetida 0,072 3,430 | Persia. 
Sulphur Compounds : | ) ' | 7 1,256 | U.S.A. 
Dioxide 7,277 | 7,255 — Balsams — 12,052 3,161 3,304 | U.S.A. 
Chloride 3,112 3,096 | 15-9 |) Brazil. 
Other ; ce 1,453 1433 | - Buchu Leaves 7,084 1.547 | a of 
Tartar Crystals, Tartar | _ Good Hope. 
and Cumponnda 17,396 306 | 17,085 | Italy. Calabar Beans 5,004 | 216 5,231 | Sierra Leone 
Thermit .. 6,656 6656 | — =o 0 sat : 47,939 339 | 35,323 Ceylon. 
Thorium Nitrate 41,544 | 23,078 | 16,668 France. Coca Leaves and Powder. 0,873 | — 3,125 | Java. 
1,798 Austria- 2,025 | Ceylon. 
| Hungary. Fenugreek Seed 18,336 38 6,747 | Egypt. 
Tin Chloride 10,646 | 10,354, — — 5,499 Turkey in 
33 other items ranging in | | Asia. 
value from £5,000 down 4,789 | Morocco. 
to £1,000 68,931 | 43,336 — - Herbs, unspecified 18,935 5,092 | 5,662 France. 
390 Items under £1,000 in | . | | 9,069 | Japan. 
i value 54,419 | 33,111 : Nux Vomica 13,764, — | 12,7¢0 | Br. India. 
Various detailsunspecified 147,957 116,559 —~ Quassia 8,541 | — | 8,005 | Br. West 
——__—__—__- —— ——- Indies 
Total of above .. ‘ 1,488,034 614,372 -- Roots a | | | 
| anem , .| 6,508 | 50 | 95,084 | France. 
en ‘ — vecacu: | vist 2651 | U av 
‘The bulk of the imports of Nitrate of.Soda is recorded under “Manures.” weal " — "5606 | Bet 
(d) DreoGs—UNENCUMERATED. Licorice (i>cl. Powder | | 
Ager: gate Imperts in 1913 = £1,302,860. and Sticks) . . 8199 738 | 2,816 | France. 
Of which | 1,625 | staly. 
| _ | 1,077 | Turkey in 
Total | Imports. — | | | Asia. 
Article. Imports | from Other Principal Orris (incl. Powder) | 6,303; — | 3,316 | Morocco. 
in 1913. |Germany Sources of Supply. ; | | 2,868 | Italy. 
salpnricininanie a | quttedidimemiabemmataitin 4 Rhubarb ; ..| 11,287 | 198 | 10,572 > China. 
| Sarsaparilla — 10,882 , 163 | 6,927 | Panama. 
(i): Manufactured or Pre- £ £ £ | | 2,055 | Br. West 
pared : | | | Indies. 
Albulactine 7,074 | 7,074 — — Senega 8,373 | 1,636 | 3,982 | U.S.A. 
Aspirin 7 19,799 19,677 a — | 2.755 | Cana a. 
Epsom Salts .. 8,602 | 6,534 983 Belgium. Unspecified 7,516 | 1,853 | 2,322 | U.S.A. 
Ergot of Rye 15,546 | 3,280 5,945 Russia. | 2,144 | France. 
| 2 664 a Sandalwood -. a 5,436 | 8 | 5,428 | Netherlands. 
Guaza (Gania) 7,168 | 392 6,623 . India. Senna 17,384 | 189 | 13,132 | Br. India. 
Hemoglobin .. 6,624 | 64 6,543 Switzerland. | 3,254 | Egypt. 
Magn sla 18,055 | 10,741 3,872 U.S.A. 15 other items ranging in’ | 
Menthol 63,108 | 3,128 56,306 Japan. value from £5,000 to | | 
2,200 France. £1,000 . 40,790 | 6,851 | — ‘ia 
| 98 other ite »ms each under | 
Aniseed 25,3204 | 3235 16.767 Hongkong £1,000. 55,630 | 6,037 | — — 
Cod Liver 101,044 | 501 88,985 Norway. manseesesesel | —_ en 
Neth rlands Total 387,313 | 31,464 — — 


ee — — 


7,651 
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THE LEATHER COUNCIL. 
TRANSITIONAL CONTROL. 


We have in the ‘‘ Journal ’’ given an account of the 
formation of the Wool Council and Reports of the 
three meetings which have since been held. This 
Council, which represents all sections of the trade, 
both employees and workmen and the Government 
Departments concerned, sits periodically in order to 
advise the Director of Raw Materials upon the steps 
necessary to be taken during the transition period 
from war production to peace trading. Broadly speak- 
ing, it is concerned with winding up the Wool Control 
and re-settling the trade upon a commercial basis. 


THE BOARD OF 








FORMATION OF THE LEATHER COUNCIL. 
A Leather Council was formed at about the same 
time and constituted with the same objects. With 

Leather, as with Wool, the control of the War Office 

through the Raw Materials Branch had been absolute 

during the later stages of the war. It was not pro- 
posed, nor was it desired, by any section of the Leather 
trade that the Government control should suddenly be 
abandoned, and importers, manufacturers and distribu- 
tors be cast, without a due period of preparation, upon 
their own devices. In order to ascertain the views ot 
the trade, and to devise the best means of winding up 
the Leather Control in conformity with the interests 
of the trade and the nation as a whole, a Leather Con- 
ference was summoned for 13th December last, at 
which Sir Arthur Goldfineh, Director of Raw Materials, 
oecupied the chair. All branches of the trade were 
represented through their several associations: tanners, 
light leather, saddlery and harness, factors, merchants 
and importers, boot manufacturers, hide merchants, 
boot operatives, leather workers, curriers, and so on. 

The Chairman explained that the functions of the 

Leather Council would be as tollows, and then he invited 

discussion :— 

TERMS OF REFERENCE. 

(a) To advise as to the needs of the Industry in 

regard to raw materials during the transition 

period. 

To prepare plans which will facilitate the turn- 

over from War to Peace conditions. 

(¢) To speak on behalf of the Industry in the matters 

on which the Standing Council of Post-War 

Priority may wish to consult with them. 

To act as an Advisory Body to the War Office on 

matters relating to the purchase and sale of 

leather, hides, skins and tanning materials, and 
other matters connected with the existing contro! 
of the Industry, 

‘e) To deal with any other matters which may be 
referred to the Council by the War Office, board 
of Trade, Ministry of Reconstruction, Ministry 
of Labour or any recognised Trade Body con- 
nected with the Industry. 


(d 


—— 


The discussion revealed a general agreement to take 
part in the proposed Council, and to assist the War 
Otice—or any other Government Department to which 
the direction of raw materials might be transferred— 
in tiding over the period of transition. A resolution 
Was unanimously passed approving the appointment of 
the Council. It was decided that the first meeting 
should be held on 30th December, and that a sectional! 
meeting representing rough leather should be held on 
the 17th to discuss certain questions of urgency. 

TRADE REPRESENTATIVES. 

The Army Council then set up the Leather Council 

to discharge the functions stated above and to include 


twenty-four members nominated by the following 
bodies :— 
United Tanners’ Federations of Great Britain 

and Ireland ... 3 


Incorporated Federated Associations of Boot 
and Shoe Manufacturers of Great Eritain 
and Ireland ... cae >>. ee? pe ae 


f 


| 
| 
i 
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Federation of Curriers, Light Leather Tanners 


7 e) 

and Dressers, Incorporated... dies ini 
British Tanning Extract Manutacturers’ Asso- 

ciation ... | 


Association of Factors, Merchants and Im- 
porters of Leather, Hides and Tanning 
Materials ~ - mee aa a 

London Calcutta Hides Association 

United Federation of Moat Traders 

Hide Markets Federation... ” in a 

United Society of Journeymen, Curriers, Table- 
hands and Machinery Operatives of Great 
Britain and Ireland ... Bia a 

National Union of Boot and Shoe Operatives 

National Union of General Workers 

National Leather Trades Federation a 

Standing Joint Industrial Council on Made-up 
Leather Goods sin ae “ a 


—- 


24 


Official members were nominated as_ follows: II 
members by the War Office, 2 members by the Board 
of Trade, 1 member by the Department of Overseas 
Trade, 2 members by the Ministry of Reconstruction, 2 
members by the Ministry of Labour. The Official mem- 
bers do not have the right of voting. 


Tue First MEETING. 


On 30th December the first meeting of the Leather 
Council was beld. There was a full attendance of Trade 
and Official members under the chairmanship of Sir 
Arthur Goldfinch. 


SpeciAn CoMMITTEES. 


Mr. J. C. Weir gave a report of the proceedings of a 
special meeting convened to deal with the rough leather 
situation as agreed upon at the Conference. Mr. W. A. 
Posnett and other members of the Council having called in 
question the decisions of the special meeting, it was decided 
to appoint a Special Committee of the Council to report on 
the control of prices and the methods of distribution of the 
varions classes of leather. The following members were 
appointed to form the Committee :—Messrs. H. P. Densham, 
R. H. Posnett, D. P. Tavlor, W. L. Olive, R. Siddle, E. Ih. 
Poulton, W. A. Posnett, Owen Parker, F. J. Rawle, and H: 
Cockill. 

A general discussion followed on questions connected with 
East India kips, tanned and raw, and it was decided to 
appoint two committees te report upon these questions to 
the next meeting of the Council. 
of the first Committee were as follows :— 

‘‘To consider and report upon future arrangements in 
connection with East India tanned kins, and the dis- 
posal of Government stocks of non-military kips with a 
view to meet the shortage of upper leather.’ 

The following gentlemen were appointed to serve upon 
this Committee :—Messrs. W. A. Posnett, Bruce, J. Reid, 
B. Vos, Cameron. R. Siddle, W. Lilley, Owen Parker, A. Fi 
Marlow. and J. B. Burch. 

The Terms of Reference for the second Committee were as 
follows *-— 

“To consider and report upon all questions connected 
with the importation into the United Kingdom of East 
India raw kins, and especially upon the best methods 
to be adopted for securing for this country the trade in 
raw kips which before the war went principally to 
Germanv.”’ 

The following gentlemen were appointed to serve upon this 
Committee: Messrs. Longeroft, FE. A. Ironside, R. H. Pos- 
nett. Bruce, W. Martin. Inele, B. Vos, Owen Parker, A. F. 
Marlow, Langton, and W. Lilley. 


GOVERNMENT Imports. 


The Chairman stated that very full consideration had been 
given by the Government to the discusion at the Conference 
of 13th December on the shortage of certain classes of upper 
leather, and the best method of obtaining the necessary 
supplies. He said that it had been finally decided on a 
balance of considerations that Mr. Perey Daniels should he 
commissioned to purchase in the United States and Canada 
a certain quantity of upper leather on Government account, 
which will be distributed to the Trade more or less in the 
same manner as previous similar importations, subject to 
such changes as the Leather Council may suggest and the 
Government decide to adopt. The Chairman stated that the 
chief reason for deciding to import the necessary quantitv 
of leather through Government rather than Trade channels 
was the desire to limit purchases at the present time to the- 


The Terms of Reference 
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minimum quantity, which would keep the Trade going. fot 


financial and shipping reasons, amongst others, the necessity 
still existed to limit imports severely. Government pur- 
chases would be confined to such quantities as were required 
to keep British manufacturers going for the next few 
months. It was hoped that it might be possible to arrange 
that the requirements for the second half of the year shouid 
be filled through the ordinary Trade channels. 

A discussion tollowed as to the possibility of restoring the 
re-export trade in leather, skins, ete. The Chairman said 
that the Department could scarcely approve of measures ior 
reviving the re-export trade until stocks in this country had 
heen restored to something like normal figures, and there 
was clear evidence of a free flow of new supplies. |The 
cessation of hostilities was far too recent to have allowed eny 
such return to normal conditions up to the present. We 
should be fortunate if we could reach such a state of satis- 
factory supplies before the middle of 1919. 
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The Chairman referred to Ministerial changes which had 
recently occurred, and stated that by the time of its next 
meeting the Council would be under the auspices of the 
Ministry of Munitions, now in charge of Lord Inverforth 
(Mr. Andrew Weir), which was about to assume control oi 
the Raw Materials Department of the War Office. It was 
intended that eventually the Ministry of Munitions shoul 
be merged in the proposed Ministry of Supply. 


I~7veRNATIONAL Hiprs. rre.. AGREEMENT. 


The thairnaan informed the Councii that since their lasi 
nieeting an important development had taken place with 
regard to the International Hides, ctc.. Agreement. This 

| whieh had been signed on ‘th November by the 
l nited Siafes, France, ltaly, and Great Britain, provided 
for ihe allecation of hides and other raw materials of the 


avr li yi 


leather trade amongst the participating countries, and the 
fixing of maximum prices to be paid by them. An Inter- 
national Executive had been appoiited under the agreement, 
and British delegates had been nominated, but had never 
left this country. Owing to regrettable misunderstandings 
the United States had cut itself free from all restrictions 
without formally withdrawing its signature to the agreement. 
This had now been done, and consequently this country was 
entirely free te act in its own interest. There was no doubt 
an arguable case for international co-cperation with a view 
to reducing undue competition, but without the concurrence 
of the United States, such co-operation was impossible. — As 
a result of the cancellation of the agreement, the Chairman 
continued, the Raw Materials Department had recommended 
the immediate withdrawal of the restrictions upon the im- 
portation of hides, skins, and tanning materials. 
fover Leatuer ComMItrer. 

Mr. J. ©. Weir reported that the Rough Leather Sub- 
Committee ot the Council had resolved to meet again in the 
first week of March, and until that date the arrangements 
now in foree as regard the release of rough leather would 
remain as at present. 

Later in the meeting, on the proposal of Mr. Denshain, 
who said that the present production of rough leather was 
in excess of the requirements of British trade, especially as 
regards split hides of second qualities, heavy dressing hides 
and harness backs, it was agreed that the Rough Leather 
Sub-Committee, appointed at the first meeting of the Counci]. 
should be convened at an early date to advise on the export 
of rough leather. The Chairman promised that the findings 
of the Committee would be accepted at once by the Depart- 
nent, and that, as he understood the matter was urgent, 
action would be taken before the next meetng of the Council. 


East INpta TANNED Kire CoMMITTEE. 


Mr. J. C. Weir outlined the proceedings and the findings 
of the East India Tanned Kip Sub-Committee appointed at 
the first meeting of the Council. This Committee had held 
iwo meetings and had recommended a scheme, the details 
of which had been circulated to the members of the Council, 
for dealing with Government stocks, which amounted to about 
« year’s supply for the Trade. The scheme provided for the 
distribution of these stocks in stated quantities monthly 
through the ordinary trade channels for ordinary trade pur- 
poses. The Department was bound to obtain the best price 
it could consistent with enabling the Trade to take up the 
stocks, and meet competition from all sources. The prices 
originally proposed by the Department, which had been based 
on the price of leather for war-time boots, had been reduced 
by the Committee on the ground that lower prices were 
essential if competition were to be met. He thought that 
the trade would be placed in a very strong position by the 
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acceptance of this arrangement. The Department, howevey. 
just reserve the right, in consuliation with the Committee. 
to alter the prices later if necessary. He proposed to cal] g 
Committee of Importers to make arrangements tor the alloca. 
tion of the stocks. The more the Trade wanted, the more 
they would get. The scheme recommended by the Committee 
was passed by the Council. The Chairman raised the ques- 
tion of future supplies of tanned kips from India, and Mr 
Weir stated that the Department was bound to take all the 
production in India for three months after notice given. [t 
was suggested by Mr. Taylor that notice should be TiVeN ty 
the Indian tanners at once. After discussion it was decided. 
in view of the uncertainty of the extent of military require- 
ments and the number ot kips which could be consumed jn 
this country, and in order to give time to the Indian tanners, 
that notice should not be given until the result of the 
distribution of Government stocks was apparent. The matter 
would be raised again at the next meeting of the Council. 
Kast INptA Raw Kir Committee. 

A report on the two meetings held by the East India Raw 
Kip Sub-Committee, appointed by the Council, was given by 
Mr. Weir, who said that the importation question of securing 
for this country the trade which before the war went princi- 
pally to Germany, had been fully gone into. It appeared 
that the Trade had already been in communication with other 
Departments with a view to obtaining some form of pre- 
ference by which the industry here might be enabled to meet 
the established industry in Germany and Austria. Apart 
trom this action, 1t was felt by the Committee that further 
steps ought to be taken by the Trade. The boot manufac- 
turers’ representatives in particular urged the importance 
of a greatly increased production of chrome upper leather in 
Great Britain. In view of the fact that boot mannfacturers 
were prepared, if necessary, to assist the producers in 
establishing the industry, a special conference of boot manu- 
facturers’ and curriers’ representatives was held, and mad 
recommendations to the second meeting of the Committee. 
The recommendations were: (1) That the leather and shoe 
trades should provide the necessary capital for a factory to 


chrome kips, and (2) that the Government should be asked, 


to give assistance to the whole of the Trade producing 
leather from East Indian kips, to which the Committee, after 
discussion, added the words *‘or other similar material.’’ The 
Chairman pointed out that the second recommendation of 
the Committee would involve an application to the Treasury, 
which was likely to require persistent backing. He suggested 
that a committee of Trade and oificial members should be 
formed to take this matter in hand. The recommendations 
of the Sub-Committee were adopted by the Council, and it 
was decided that the existing Raw Kip Sub-Commitice 
should take the matter up, on behalf of the Council, with 
the Treasury, the Committee to be empowered to add to 
their numbers, if they considered this necessary. 

Mr. Taylor inquired whether importers were frec to 
purchase raw kips and bring them to this country. Mr. 
Lawson Johnston replied that this was so provided the kips 
were bought from the firms forming the Calcutta Hide Buv- 
ing Committee or other approved British firms. As regard: 
Government stocks of raw kips, Mr. Lawson Johnston stated 
that few of these were suitable for the home trade, and the 
halk would have to be exported. 





THE CONTROL OF FOOD. 


REPORT OF SUB-COMMITTEE OF CONSUMERS’ 
COUNCIL. 


A Sub-Committee of the Consumers’ Council (Minis- 





try of ood) was appointed ‘* To consider the measures 
taken by the Ministry of Food for the control of prices 
and distribution of food and for other purposes during 
the war period, and to advise whether any, and if so, 
which of these measures should be continued in peace- 
time. Upon the matters falling within that reference 
the Sub-Committee has presented the following report: 


IMPROVEMENTS INO METHOD OF TRADING. 
A. Nett WEIGHT. 

The question of short weight was discussed by a Select 
Committee appointed by the House of Commons, which 
presented a report on 15th July, 1914 (Cd. 359). No steps 
have been taken by Parliament to give effect to the recom- 
mendations made by that report. The Food Controller, 11 
regulating dealings in articles of food, has had to consider 
the question of nett weight, and in certain cases has made 
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express provision that articles shall be sold nett weight. 
Apart entirely from express provisions to the effect that 
sales shall be made nett weight, it is to be observed that 
the effect of the Food Controller’s orders in fixing maximum 
prices by reference to weight has necessarily put upon the 
dealer the obligatien of supplying full nett weight for articles 
sold where he has charged the maximuin price. The practice 
of charging the maximum price is almost universal. In 
effect, therefore, the regulations of the Food Controller 
(which have covered about 90 per cent. of the articles ot 
food commonly consumed) have resulted in dealers becoming 
accustomed to sell nett weight. 

On this head the following resolution was passed by the 
Sub-Committee :—- 


We strongly request that the Food Controller impress 
upon the Government and Parliament the necessity of 
continuing, in the form of permanent legislation, the 
regulations made by him relating to the sale by nett 
weight of the articles mentioned in Appendix A, viz. :-— 
Tea, Bread, Jam, Beans, Peas and Pulse, Wheat, Rye, 
Oats and Barley, Potatoes, Canned Seat, Horse Mix- 
tures and Poultry Mixtures and Cattle Feeding Sinffs 
(other than wet brewers’ and distillers’ grains). 


B. CompruLsory SPECIFICATION FOR CERTAIN ARTICLES. 


In regard to certain foods, the ood Controller has 
required certain articles to conform with specified standards 
of quality with the object of securing to the general con: 
sumer that a proper article is supplied. 
On this head the following resolution was passed by the 
Sub-Committee :— 
(a) The Sub-Committee approves of the regulations taid 
down by the Food Controller prescribing certain 
standards of quality for the following articles :— 
Compound Lard, Vegetable Butter, Vegetable 
Lard, Shredded Suet, Dripping, Jain, Cocoa 
Powder, and Margarine. 
The Sub-Committee are of opinion that such 
regulations be maintained in the form ot per- 
manent legislation 
(vb) With regard to Margarine, the Sub-Committee sug- 
gest that the first and second stard of Margarine 
should be certified by Government analysis and 
imprimatur, and no other Margarine should be 
allowed to he sold. 
(c) With regard to Sausages, the existing standards are: 
(i) Sausages containing not less than 67 per cent. 
of meat or pork; and 

(it) Sausages containing not less than 50 per cent 
meat or pork ; and the Sub-Committee suggest 
that no other sausages should be allowed to 
be sold 


C. MILK. 


In our opinion the question of the conditions under which 
liquid milk is produced and distributed is one of the greatest 
urgency and importance. By the Milk and Dairies (Con- 
solidation) Act, 1915, wide powers were given to the Local 
Government Board to make orders regulating the conditious 
under which milk should be sold and distributed, the object 
being to secure the observance of proper sanitary conditions 
in relation to the keeping of cows, the prevention of the sale 
of tuberculous milk, the distribution of milk under proper 
sanitary conditions, and other kindred matters. By an 
Order of the Food Controller and under arrangements made 
with the Treasury, milk may be provided at less than cost 
price to nursing and expectant mothers and to children under 
the age of 5 years. Under arrangements made with the 
Treasury, half of the loss falls on the Treasury and half 
upon the local rates. By the Maternity and Child Welfare 
Act of 1918 a local authority is empowered to make such 
arrangements as the Local Government Board may sanction 
for attending to the health of expectant mothers and nursing 
mothers and of children who have not attained the age of 
5 years, and who are not educated in schools recegnised by 
the Board of Education. The expenses of any such arrange- 
ments fall upon the local authority. In our opinion it would 
conduce to more etfective provision being made for expectant 
and nursing mothers and young children if the cost under 
permanent legislation fell at any rate as to part upon the 
Treasury. rather than that the whole cost should fall upon 
the local authority. 

The activities of the Food Controller have alse assumed 
another form. We refer to the control of the wholesale milk 
trade by the Food Controller. ‘The activities of the Food 
Controller in such control have necessarily been hampered 
and confined within narrow limits by the absence of anv 
declared policy on the part of the Government relating to 
the permanent control of the milk trade. 
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On this head the following resolution was passed by the 
Sub-Committee : — 

We approve of the work being done by the Food 
Controller, and are of opinion that it is absolutely 
necessary to exercise national and municipal control over 
the supply and distribution of milk. 


D. TrEsTING oF SEEDS. 


The Food Controller has made an Order requiring certain 
farms and garden seeds to comply with specified require- 
ments as to purity and germination. 

On this head the following resolution was passed by the 
Sub-Committee : — 

In the opinion of this Sub-Committee it is desirable 
that the testing process embodied in the Order be made 
part of the permanent legislation of the country and, 
if possible, extended. 


I. EXHIBITION OF NOTICES. 


Many of the Orders of the Food Controller provide for the 
exhibition by a retailer of the maximum price and in some 
cases of the actual prices applicable to goods sold by him. 
In the opinion otf the Sub-Committee this is an elementary 
and a proper safeguard to the consumer. 

On this head the following resolution was passed by the 
Sub-Cominittee : — | 

This Sub-Committee is of opinion that, so far as is 
reasonably possible, the price of staple articles of food 
sold in any shep shall be exhibited in a place where it is 
easily visible to a customer. 


NATIONAL KITCHENS. 

The iacts relating to the establishment of National 
Kitchens and their work are well known to the body of the 
Consumers’ Council, and it is not thought necessary to 
restate any of such facts. 

On this head the following resolution was passed by the 
Sub-Committee :— 

This Sub-Committee approves of the Establishment of 
National Distributing Kitchens and National Restaur- 
ants, and is of opinion that the system should be 
continued and extended. 


DEMOBILISATION OF THE MINISTRY 
OF FOOD. 

The Sub-Comnuttee have taken into consideration the 
questions arising out of the possible cessation of the activities 
ot the Ministry of Food in relation to the Control of Food. 
In their fullest forni those activities have embraced the 
importation of Foodstuffs, the control of distribution among 
traders, the limitation of consumption by individuals, the 
fixing of prices and_ restriction upon use for specified 
purposes. 

IMIPORTS BY THE STATE. 

The general question of the State retaining the sole 
right to import essential toodstuffs presents room for con- 
siderable differences of opinion. The question is one of 
national organisation and ultimately of international 
crganisation. It does not stand as a question by itself, and 
is intimately linked with the question of the State control 
of shipping, the possibility of effectively controlling food 
trusts, and the limits of co-operative action. Obviously in 
the event of the Food Trusts extending their operations to 
all markets, the only possible means of meeting this com- 
bination is by the action of the State. 

The Sub-Committee do not profess to have examined this 
subject in all its bearings. Upon certain aspects o« the 
subject they have, however, come to definite conclusions. 
First, a monopoly of State purchase of imported foodstuffs 
would in their opinion be a powerful weapon, not only against 
a foreign trust, but also against a shipping ring. Second, in 
times of fluctuating prices, State purchase would secure the 
importation of articles when a private trader would be loath 
to undertake the risks involved. Third, when the article is 
scarce, or there is even a small excess of demand over supply, 
or there is not for any reason effective competition between 
dealers, prices are apt to rise to an inordinately high level 
—a level out of all proportion to the amount of the deficiency. 
Our experience is that where there is any shortage, control 
of prices without control of distribution is of little, if of any, 
use, and that the best way to achieve effective distribution 
is for the State to have the right to exercise control by 
reason of its ownership of the articles controlled. 
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Upon this head the Sub-Committee have passed the follow- 
ing resolution. 

That the Governmeni should continue to purchase aad 
import essential foodstuffs from overseas, and should 
take all necessary steps through the control of imported 
foodstuffs to maintain supplies and control prices. 


INTERNAL CONTROL. 

The problem of the removal of internal control presenis 
for solution matters in respect of which there is no past 
experience to act as a guide. 

Until there is a reasonable certainty that an adequate 
supply of food is assured, and that freedom from control will 
not impair equitable distribution at a reasonable price, 
control should, in the opinion of the Sub-Committee remain. 
Further, so long as the State acts as the sole or main 
importer of any article, control of prices and distribution 
should remain. 

Upon the matters now under consideration the Sub- 
Committee have passed the following resolutions : — 

(a) That coupon restrictions and other restrictions limit- 
ing consumption should not be retained after it 
becomes reasonably certain, having regard to the 
state of supplies, that such restrictions can be 
abolished without fear of having to reimposc 
them. 

(b) That registration of customers should continue for 
the present under arrangements whereby, at short 
intervals, the public have the unrestricted right 
to change their registration either generally cr 
as to any particular rationed article. 

(c) That registration of customers should not be 
abandoned until supplies are fuily sufficient. 

(d) It is desirable that the retail prices of all essential 
foodstuffs should be fixed so long as there is any 
risk of scarcity and while present conditions exist, 
and that prices should also be fixed tor such tood- 
stuffs as are from time to time being unported by 
the State. 


GENERAL. 

In an interim report the Sub-Comuuttee expressed two 
general conclusions at which they had unanimously arrived, 
which were as follows :— 

(a) The efiectiveness and beneticial results of control 
(including control of*transport) have been manifest 
in keeping the price of commodities at a reason- 
able level to the consumer, and the Sub-Commit- 
tee will accordingly go more tully into the whole 
matter with a view to bringing definite proposals 
before the Consumers’ Council for the co-ordina- 
tion of the different departments affecting the 
well-being of the people. 

(b) That this Sub-Comuiittee, while strongly in taveur oi 
abrogating forthwith all the measures which have 
been enacted under the Defence ot the Realm Act 
in restriction of personal freedom of every kind, 
express their opinion that it would be a great mis- 
fortune to the country it the admirable service 
rendered by the Ministry of Food and its various 
committees were put an end to, the Sub-Commit- 
tee being firmly convinced that co-ordination in 
production and distribution, under central con- 
trol has proved exceedingly advantageous to the 
whole community during the war, and will prove 
equally to their advantage in time of peace. This 
policy should therefore be continued = and 
developed as part of the national interest. 

The Sub-Committee regret that time has not permitted ot 
their following up the question of the co-ordination of the 
activities of the different Government Departments as pro- 
posed in Resolution (a) above. 

The Sub-Committée reiterate the view expressed in 
Resolution (b) above. Apart from this they desire to express 
their strong view that,the time has not yet come tor the 
wholesale removal of control. Before an adequate supply 
of foodstuffs can be said to be assured, the exact position, 
both of belligerent and neutral countries, must be deter- 
mined. Before direct State action in importation and 
distribution of foodstuffs can be dropped, it is necessary to 
have ready an effective weapon with which to deal with food 
trusts. In the opinion of the Sub-Committee it would be 
a grave danger to the community if, in the circumstances 
now existing, the powers and activities of the Ministry of 
Food were lessened, or if the efficiency of the Ministry were 
in any way diminished. 
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[While every care ts exercised to ensure the aceuracy cf 
any explanatory article or notes relating to Acts, Regula- 
tions, Orders, etc., published in the ‘“Journal,’’? it must be 
understood that such explanations are necessarily in the 
nature of summaries, and cannot be quoted as authoritative 
legal interpretations of the text of the documents them- 
selves. | 


OIL-PRESSING FACTORY REQUIRED IN 
NORTH BORNEO. 

The Court of Directors of the British North Borneo 
Company desire to bring to the notice of British manu- 
facturers the opportunity that exists at present for 
establishing a coconut factory in North Borneo. The 
coconut industry in the Territory has expanded rapidly 
in recent years, and every encouragement to this erowth 
has been given by the Company, particularly in the 
shape of cheap land grants. ‘There are at present over 
20,000 acres of land under coconut, and the plantations, 
if cultivated and extended, promise to constitute one 
of the Territory's main sources of wealth. An oil press 
of modern design and a factory for dealing with the 
many by-products are badly needed. 

Further particulars can be obtained form the Secre- 
tary, The British North Borneo Company, 37, Thread- 
needle Street, London, E.C 








THE COTTON WASTE TRADE. 

The considerable extent of the development of the 
trade of working up cotton waste in Germany is 
instanced by the figures of export of waste from this 
country to various destinations, and the competition 
which firms in this country were experiencing in the 
home market trom the German manufacturer. ‘This 
competition Was a serious one in spite of the distance 
of the German factory from the English markets. 

The following figures of the export of cotton wiiste 
from the United Kingdom speak for themselves: 


1912. 1913. 1914 

Destination, Ih. lb. lb. 
(rermnany 51,282,000 50,994,000 18,472,000 
'rance ....... 12 721,000 15,978,800 7,642,000 
Deleium 10,425,000 11,152,000 6,935,000 
if * $8,508,000 10,527,000 — 6,133,000 
Netherlands... 5,886,060 4,920,000 = 5,450,000 


The waste is made up into low-class materials, 
sponge cloths, twine, hosiery, blankets and cheap cloth. 
Iixtensive research work has been carried out in Ger- 
many in the past as to the best means of utilising this 
waste, and special machinery has been devised and 
constructed with this object in view. 

There is a similar and very important industry of 
the same kind in France and Belgium, and as the 
above figures of export of cotton waste from the 
United Kingdom indieate, considerable exports of waste 
for this industry went from this country to France und 
Belgium. The french industry is mainly around 
Rouen, as might be expected from the convenience of 
its position in relation to the United Kingdom market. 

The growing hold of Germany on this trade was 
further exemplificd before the war by the fact that in 
the export of waste to France and Belgium the German 
merchant was becoming the essential medium for its 
disposal. This fact is on a par with other businesses 
in Which German development became strong enough 
to oust competition. German merchants controlled 
the raw material market and controlled the flow of 
trade, 

That the German industry is very much alive to the 
serious position engendered by the dislocation of its 
control of the raw material market by the war is indi- 
cated by reports which come to hand from time to 
time of the attention which the waste markets of the 
Far East have been receiving from German agents. 

During the war cotton waste has been used largely 
for munition purposes in this country, but the time 
is at hand when the problem of its utilisation in peace 
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commerce will require solution. No doubt the demand 
n Belgiwn and France will be very great in the Re- 
construction Period, and it is desirable that efforts 
shall be made to eliminate the influence of the German 
merchant with a view to ensuring adequate supplies 
of raw material to our Allies. 

At the same time, it.is to be hoped that the efforts 
that have been made to establish the industry here will 
be extended with the awakening that has taken place 
‘ny research in connection with the Cotton Trade. 





AN AMERICAN LINEN INDUSTRY URGED. 

The United States Bureau of Foreign and Domestic 
(ommeree has for years taken an interest in the possi- 
pility of developing an American linen industry. In 
1913 one ot its commercial agents made rae comprehen- 
sive investigation of linen manufacturing in Ireland 
and Scotland. In 1916 a special report on ‘* Develop- 
ment of an American Linen Industry ’’ was published 
by the Bureau. That report, however, was not opti- 
mistic as to either the probability of the devclopment 
of fax growing or the development of a fine-fabric in- 
dustry. In 1917 the Bureau again took up the ques- 
tion, and its present activities in the endeavour to foster 
an American linen industry are described in the annual 
report of the Chief of the Bureau for 1918 :— 


Linen has a multitude of war uses, the most conspicaous 
of which have been the airplane fabric and linen thread for 
shoes. kor a long time it was believed that linen was the 
only fabric that could be used for airplane wings. Largely 
hy experiments made in the Bureau of Standards of the 
Department of Commerce, however, it was proved that a 
special fabric could be made of high-grade cotton which 
would serve the purpose, and such fabric is to-day, as a 
matter ot fact, being used in American airplanes. Similarly, 
in the case ot thread there has been successful substitution 
of hemp and other fibres. Whereas in Great Britain the 
linen airplane fabric is still regarded as indispensable, in the 
Vaited States the demand for linen and linen products has 
heen largely met, and satistactorily met, by cotton and other 
fibres. 

CLIMATE AND Soin SUITABLE. 

The Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce has taken 
wp the question of flax production in the United States with 
the textile experts of the Department of Agriculture, the 
United States Tariff Commission, the Bureau of Standards, 
and some of the leading flax growers and treaters. The 
United States is a big factor in producing seed flax, but not 
fibre fiax. In the world’s fibre flax market Russia has for 
long occupied very much the same position as the United 
States has occupied in the world’s cotton market. The flax 
region of northern France and Belgium has also been very 
important. At present the customary production of flax in 
Europe is entirely deranged, and it looks as if for a long 
time to come there will be a distinct shortage of flax fibre. 
In England, in Ireland, in Canada, and in Japan flax 
acreage has increased. In the United States there has not 
heen a great increase. 

It has now been demonstrated that it 1s possible to treat 
fax from the straw to the tow and line stage successfully on 
a factory basis in this country. The climate and the soil in 
several of the States are adapted to flax culture. The farmers 
in the Michigan section, and in some of the other flax 
sections, know how to grow fibre flax, and the acreage is 
capable of great extension. There seems to be no good 
reason why flax should not be grown widely in the South. 
With the present shortage of flax fibre, and the prospective 
shortage, it looks as if the American textile mills can take, at 
good prices, all the flax which the flax mills can turn over to 
them. The war has created a situation where the American 
flax and linen industry has an opportunity to develop if it 
isever going to. Nevertheless, in view of the good prevail- 
lug prices for the food crops, flax acreage here has not yet 
leveloped to the full extent which the present opportunity 
seems to justify. 

ApaTHy AND ScEepTICISM TO BE OVERCOME. 

_ The Bureau has been endeavouring to keep the American 
interests informed as to foreign conditions, and has met 
with enthusiastic response in its endeavours to help the 
extension of the linen industry in certain quarters, but there 
isacertain amount of apathy, and there continues to be in 
‘ertain quarters distinct scepticism as to the probability of 
the development of the linen industry here to any great 
extent, 

The American linen-thread industry is, of course, carried 
enon a very large seale. At least one concern has very 
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successfully manufactured linen fabrics. The pulling of flax 
in the field still offers labour difficulties, but the American 
manufacturers feel that this is a mechanical question which 
can be met. ‘There have been improvements in the retting 
and scutching processes in this country. I[t is stated by 
those in the industry that there is no reason why flax 
spinning and flax weaving should not be successfully carried 
on here. The use of the automatic loom on linen fabrics 
solves some of the labour difficulties. 

This is a somewhat peculiar condition for an American 
industry—with all the well-known success of this country in 
handhng both agricultural and textile manufacturing 
questions, it would seem that there is no reason why an 
American linea industry should not develop and thrive. The 
present world shortage of the high-grade textile fibres lends 
itself to such a development. It will take capital and 
energy, and it is a distinct challenge to American business. 
If the existing apathy can be overcome, and the agricultural 
end met, there is no doubt that the industrial end will keep 
up. 





REVISION OF CHINESE TARIFF. 

The sittings of the Chinese Tariff Revision Commis- 
sion opened on dih January, 1918, with delegates re- 
presenting fourteen treaty power nations present as 
well as the Chinese representatives. According to the 
preliminary agreement between these treaty powers 
and China, the Commission was created for the purpcse 
of giving to China an import tariff actually equivalent 
to the 5 per cent. ad valorem allowed by the treaties. 
The present tariff is embodied in treaties between China 
and various foreign nations, and provides a schedule of 
duties, most of which are specific in form, and were 
based upon valuations determined by a similar Taritt 
Commission which sat in 1901. Since that time the 
import duties in China have been collected on the basis 
of valuations fixed by the Commission in 1901, except 
where an ad valorem rate was retained, in which case 
duty was imposed at the uniform rate of 5 per cent. 
ad valorem. 

The first question that contronted the present Com- 
mission was that of determining upon the basis for the 
valuations upon which the new rates of duty would 
depend. In view of the fact that the European War 
had increased the prices of many commodities to 
figures entirely disproportionate to normal prices, it 
was decided that a fair basis of valuations would be 
the average prices prevailing in Shanghai during the 
years 1912 to 1916, inclusive. 

Having come to an agreement on the basis of valua- 
tions, the Commission set to work to ascertain the 
market values in Shanghai of various commodities 
during the years specified. In general the c.i.f., or 
landed value at Shanghai has been accepted as the 
value for the payment of duty. Wherever possible, the 
Commission has taken the average price for the five 
years in fixing the dutiable value. The rate of duty 
itself is placed at 5 per cent. of these valuations, so 
that to all intents and purposes the duties are specific 
in form. | 

For some commodities, however, the wide variations 
in the prices of different classes or qualities have made 
it impossible to fix upon any definite dutiable values. 
and a rate of 5 per cent. ad valorem has been main- 
tained. In that case the duties are based upon the 
invoice value of the goods in question at the time of 
importation. Thus, where a specific rate is fixed the 
basis has been the average of the Shanghai market 
prices for the years 1912 to 1916, and in cases where 
duty of 5 per cent. ad valorem is imposed the dutiable 
value is the price of the goods at the time of importa- 
tion—supposedly the c¢.i.f. price, or in lieu thereof, 
the Shanghai market value less 12 per cent., which is 
presumed to be the deduction necessary for duty and 
commission and landing charges. 

The representatives of the treaty powers which par- 
ticipated in this Customs revision have agreed, state 
the United States Commerce Reports, that the present 
revision shall continue in foree for a period of at least 
two years after the conclusion of the war, when a 
further revision may be arranged. 


—_— — 
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The Indian Trade Commissioner in London has received 
the following cable, dated 30th January, from the Director- 


General of Commercial Intelligence, Calcutta :— 
SEASON. 


General rain has fallen in Northern India, but more is 

urgently needed in the Punjab. 
CROPS. 

Cotton harvest has commenced in Madras, so far giving 
bumper yields. (This local increase was anticipated in the 
crop forecasts, but the total yield for India was forecasted 
at 31 million bales, as against 3,900,000 last year). 

INDUSTRIES. 

The Bombay strikes have ended, but the Cholera epidemic 
is hampering trade. 

MarRKETS. 

The cotton market was weak, fully good Broach April-May 
quoted 589 rupees. Calcutta jute market quiet but firm. 
Jat Fours quoted at 13 Rs. 8 As. Gunnies are very quiet. 

There is a strong demand for new rice crop, Burma price 
in Calcutta being 5 rupees 1 anna, including inspection, 
freight, and insurance. Bombay share market 1s quiet. 
Cable delays seriously impede business. 

LEGISLATION. 


Linseed has been transferred to Class ‘‘A’’ on the export 
list of India, that is, export prohibited to all countries. 


JUTE. 
The Indian Trade Commissioner reports that the 
total exports of jute manufactures in 1917-18 was 


716,000 tons, as against 784,800 tons in 1916-17, and 603,500 
tons in the pre-war year 1913-14. The total value was 
£28,000,000 as against £27,000,000 in 1916-17, and 
£19,000,000 in 1913-14. 





AUSTRALIA. 
SOUTH AUSTRALIAN VINTAGE. 


The Government Statist of South Australia reports that 
the total wine produced in the State of South Australia 
during the 1918 season amounted to 0,322,166 gallons—an 
increase of 2,371,118 gallons, or 80°35 per cent. over the 
production for the previous season. 

This constitutes a record production, the largest previous 
vintage being 3,974,835 gailons in 1913. ‘The wine was 
produced by 73 wine makers, 58 of these making more than 
1,000 gallons, and 15 making less than 1,000 gailons. Ap- 
proximately 32,404 tons of grapes were used, and they 
yielded an average of 164:24 gallons of wine per ton. 

The stocks of wine on 30th June last, including the recent 
vintage, totalled 6,642,330 gallons, an increase of 49°36 per 
cent. over the previous year. The previous highest stocks 
were recorded in 1913, when they were 5,775,080 gallons. 





————— ED 


CANADA. 
CENSUS OF LUMBER INDUSTRY. 

A census of the lumber industry in Canada has been 
completed by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics, embracing 
2,872 operating concerns of which 52 were in Alberta, 251 in 
British Colombia, 29 in Manitoba, 255 in New Brunswick, 
462 in Nova Scotia, 603 in Ontario, 60 in Prince Edward 
Island, 1,151 in QWuebec, and 16 in Saskatchewan. 

The total capital invested in the industry, including land, 
buildings and plant, machinery and tools, stocks in process 
and supplies, and working capital, is given at 149,266,01y 
dols. The number of employees on salaries was 2,874 males 
and 285 females, who received a total of 3,554,097 dols. The 
average number of employees on wages was 25,516 engaged in 
logging operations, and 28,820 in the mills, and their com- 
Lined wages amounted to 34.412,411 dols. 

The aggregate value of production in 1917 was 115,777,130 
dols. The census covered 29 kinds of lumber, 11 of shingles, 
10 of lath, 6 of pulpwood, and 10 of miscellaneous products, 
including cooperage stock, veneer, ties, poles, posts, dressed 

lumber, etc. 
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The principal kinds of lumber by species of wood used were. 
spruce, 1,466,558 m. ft.; white pine, 791,609 m. ft. ; Douglas 
fir, 706,996 m. ft.; hemlock, 322,722 m. ft.; cedar, 149 999 
m. ft.; red pine, 119,321 m. ft.; balsam fir, 102,373 m. ft.. 
and all other varieties, including custom sawn lumber. 
423,133 m. ft. 

The total quantities and values of lumber, lath, shingles 
-_ pulpwood cut, and of miscellaneous products, were ag 
roliows :— 


Unit of Value. 

Kind. measure. Quantity. Dols. 
Lumber m. ft. 4,142,711 83,547 322 
Lath m. 616,909 1,828,018 
Shingles m. 3,024,452 8,431,215 
Pulpwood cords 988,444 10,543,630 
Miscellaneous | 

Products (value only) — 11,426,945 





NEW ZEALAND. 





PROPOSED AERIAL POSTAL SERVICE. 

The Postmaster-General for New Zealand has announced 
that at the close of the war it is proposed to establish an 
aerial mail service in the Dominion extending from Auckland 
to Dunedin, a distance of about 700 miles. 

It is believed that the scheme will prove a financial 
success and a great saving will be effected in the subsidies 
paid at present for the conveyance of mails. 

Mails would go from Wellington to Christchurch in two 
hours and a half, it is stated, and from Wellington to 
Dunedin in five hours. 





EGYPT. 





DEVELOPMENT OF AGRICULTURE. 

The following review of recent developments in the 
Kgyptian agricultural industry has been supplied bv the 
Eyptian Ministry of Agriculture :— 

HortTicuLTuRAL SHow. 

An exhibition of flowers and fruits was held in Caire in 
November. One of its special features was to demonstrate 
the wide possibilities offered in local fruit production, and 
the display of fruit was thus very instructive. 

An exhibition of home-grown quinces, a fruit so largely 
imported for jam-making, attracted great interest. The 
vield trom good varieties was 25 kilogs. per tree, or a 
minimum return of £40 per acre. This shows that even at 
pre-war prices the local production of fruit would pay 
handsomely. 

TIMBER. 

The country has passed through great difficulties tw 
provide for its timber supplies during the war. Foreign 
imports were entirely cut off after the outbreak of war, and 
the country had to depend on its own resources. Timber 
was required for a variety of uses—building purposes, fuel, 
the making of industrial and agricultural implements, ete. 

Building was very censiderably restricted, but the other 
needs were heavy, and it was feared that the local supply 
might not be sufficient to meet them, as the country is 
very poor in forests. Fortunately, such has not been the 
The use of home-grown timber has thus enabled wood- 
workers to appreciate the good quality of certain trees of 
which they were previously ignorant. As a result of the 
war many millions of seedlings of quick-growing species have 
been planted. | 


case. 


VEGETABLES. 

The army requirements of vegetables have been consider- 
able, and it was feared at one time that not enough could 
be grown in view of the difficulties of obtaining vegetable 
seeds from abroad. Special measures were taken to insure 
against this contingency, and the supply of vegetables has 
heen adequate for all needs. Marketing is, however, very 
unsatisfactory, as the returns to the cultivator from his 
market-garden produce are much below the retail prices. 

Propuction or Citrus Froeits. 

The prospects of this season’s crop are generally good in 
Upper Egypt, but unsatisfactory in Lower and Middle 
Keypt. . 

It is noticed that fumigated plants are bearing more 
heavily than those not so treated, and it is hoped that the 
conclusion of the war will lead to the popularising of the 
practice of fumigation, by making it easier and less expel- 
sive to obtain the necessary materials. This is the only 
practicable method of controlling the scale insect, which at 
present constitutes the chief obstacle to the spread of citrus 
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cultivation in Egypt. Lime trees are less subject to injury 
than orange and mandarine, and are remuneratively grown, 
hut the fruit production is too small for export. Improved 
varieties are, however, being propagated by the Ministry of 
Agriculture with a view of reducing the period due to 
elapse before they commence bearing. By using grafted 
plants, it has been possible to reduce the period by two years 
at Jeast. 
Bureau oF ComMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE. 

4 bureau of cominercial intelligence was started in the 
Ministry of Agriculture in September, 1914, for the purpose 
of furnishing information connected with Egyptian agri- 
cultural products for export, and with reference to markets 
for imported products, the bureau acting as an intermediary 
hetween the producer and the consumer. Samples of 
produce are prepared for submission to inquirers in all parts 
of the world, and information is supplied to producers to 
enable them to prepare their produce in a manner suitable 
for foreign markets. 

MANURES. 

During the war, Egypt had to depend on her home 
production of cereals, and the need for nitrogenous manures 
was thus keenly felt. 

The application of nitrogenous manures to the wheat crop 
in Egypt results in an increase of from 1} to 2 ardebs, or 
7 to 10 bushels per acre. 

During 1913 more than €0,000 tons of these manures were 
imported, resulting in a probably increased production of 
5,000,000 bushels of grains. A similar increase would result 
in the amount of straw. A shortage of nitrogenous fer- 
tilisers was thus bound to have a serious offect on the supply 
of grain. 

With the end of the war there should be a favourable 
opportunity for the introduction of nitrate of lime. [Experi- 
ments nade have proved its eflicacy, inasmuch as the land 
of Egypt already contains small quantities of soda. 

Superphosphate had begun to be imported before the war, 
but the quantity is insignificant as compared with nitro- 
genous manures. Should a demand arise, however, this 
manure can be manufactured locally, seeing the large 
deposits of mineral phosphate in the ccuntry. 


. 


UGANDA. 








PARA RUBBER TAPPING RESULTS. 
The following table from the ‘‘Uganda Official Gazette’ of 
15th November shows the results of a year’s tapping on four 
groups of trees, and of nine months on another group in 


‘the Botanic Gardens at Entebbe. 


The period, it is stated, was an exceptionally dry one, the 
total rainfall amounting to 50°11 inches during the year of 
tapping. Series 1, 2, and 4 were tapped for the first time, 
whilst series 3 and 5 were on renewed bark of four years’ 
growth. 

In series 3 the V-cut is the basal cut of the full herring- 
bone system, which was being practised at the time when 
the gardens came under the control of the Department of 
Agriculture, and similarly in series 5, the cuts are the two 
basal cuts to the left of the full herring-bone svstem, which 
had consisted of four, five or six incisions. This previous 
history of these two groups must be taken into account in 
reviewing the yields. The disparity in the number of parings 
per inch is noticeable. In series 5 the tapper was clumsy, 
which accounts for the low average obtained. 


The yields have been very uniform throughout, and 
renewal of bark is geod. 
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EUROPE. 


FRANCE. 


REORGANISATION OF GOVERNMENT 
DEPARTMENTS. 

By a joint decision of the French Minister of Commerce 
and Industrial Reconstruction, dated the 18th December 
(published in the ‘Journal Otficiel’? of 10th January), the 
iollowing reorganisations and transfers have been made in 
Government Departments :— 

In execution of the provisions of Article 3 of the Decree ot 
26th November, 1918, instituting the Ministere de la Re- 
constitution Industrielle, the following modifications are 
made in the Departments, organisation and functions of the 
Ministére du Commerce et de |’ Industrie. 

Art. 1. The different sections of the Technical Departments 
of War of the Ministére du Commerce et de |’Industrie are 
maintained. Nevertheless, in these different sections, the 
military and civilian staff in special charge of the controlling 
of imports and the distribution of raw materials, half- 
finished goods and finished goods, is transferred to the 
Ministére de la Reconstitution Industrielle 

Art. 2. The following Interministerial Commissions, Com- 
mittees and Offices will henceforth be operated under the 
double authority of the Ministere de la Reconstitution 
industrielle and Ministére du Commerce et de |’ Industrie : — 

Commission for the Reorganisation of the Autocar 
Industry, instituted by Decision of 29th January. 
1917; 

Chemical Products Committee, instituted by Decree ot 
24th August, 1917; 

Jute Committee, instituted by Decree of 17th January. 

3 
Flax Committee, instituted by Decree of 14th January, 
3 

National Press Office, instituted by Decision of 2nd 
February, 1918; 

Cotton Committee, 
february, 1918; 

Medicinal Plant Committee, instituted by Decrees of 3rd 
and 20th April, 1918; 

Wool Committee, instituted by Decree of 7th May, 1918: 

Interministerial Leather Committee, instituted by 
Decisions of 7th and 27th May, 1918; 

Hemp Committee, instituted by Decree of llth June, 
1918; 

National Paper Office, instituted by Decisions of 13th 
August, 1917, and 20th July, 1918; 

National Footwear Committee, instituted by Decision oi 
18th March, 1918; 

National Clothing Commission, instituted by Decision 
of 25th November, 1918. 

Under the control of the Ministere du Commerce and in 
agreement with the Ministere de la Reconstitution 
Industrielle, they will prepare the programmes for importa- 
tion, for maritime transportation and tor payments abroad, 
and will assist the Minister or his agents in the work of the 
Interallied Committees of Programme Committees. 

Under the authority of the Ministére de la Reconstitution 
Industrielle, they will draw up the programmes for the dis- 
tribution of goods imported and the priority erders’ for 
distribution to consumers. 

The National Press Office and the National Paper Office, 
which are at the same time technical and consultative bodies. 
and executive bodies, will continue their executive capacity 
under the control of the Ministére de la Reconstitution 
Industrielle. 

Art. 3. The Departments of National Footwear and of 
National Clothing are transferred to the Ministere de la 
Reconstitution Industrielle. 

Art. 4. The Department of Control and of Management of 
all Consortiums operating at the Ministére du Commerce, is 
transferred entirely to the Ministére de la Reconstitution 
Industrielle. 

Nevertheless, the Consortiums will remain in relation with 
the Ministere du Commerce et de l’Industrie for all matters 
which, in their functions, relates to programmes of importa- 
tion, of purchases abroad or of maritime transport. 

Ari. 5. The Comité des Dérogations aux Prohibitions 
d’Entrée, instituted at the Ministere du Commerce ct de 
Industrie by Decree dated 22nd March. 1917, is transferred, 
with the staff composing same, to the Ministére de la Recon- 
stitution Industrielle, as are also the Sub-Committees 
attached thereto, except the First Sub-Committee. which is 
placed under the control of the Sous-Secrétariat d’Etat du 
Ravitaillement. 











instituted by Decree of 19th 
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FUNCTIONS OF MINISTRY OF 
RECONSTRUCTION. 

A Decree published in the ‘Journal Officiel” of 27th 
December divides the tunctions of the new Ministry cl 
Industrial Reconstruction (see page 731 of the “Journal” ot 
iMth December) as follows :— 

lL. Ministerial Department and general laison services. 

2. The following services or groups of services: 

ja) Mines. 

(b) Raw Materials. 

(c) Hides and Skins, Clothing. 

(d) General Manufactures. — 

(e) Finance, Law and Disputes. 

(t) Labour. 

(g) Industrial Reconstruction ot Liberated Areas. 
ITALY. 

PROMOTION OF TTALO-AMERICAN TRADE. 

The ‘“‘Corriere della Sera,’’ of Milan, gives the following 
account ci the work of a new organisation in Italy tor 
promoting Italo-American trade :— 

The Italo-American Economic Committee, which came into 
being towards the end of 1918, is now fully organised. and 
intends to devote its energies towards strengthening the 
economic relations between Italy and the Umted States in 
the fields cof industry and finance. Action will be directed 
along the following main lines of policy :- 

(1) Agreements to climinate undue competition beiween 

producers. 

Agreements tending to increase the sale of non- 
competitive commodities in the respective coun- 
tries with a view also to regulating supplies and 
distribution in other markets. 

(3) The introduction and development in Italy of indus- 
tries aided by American as well as Italian capital. 

(4) Investment of Italian and United States of -Amertca 

capital for the utilisation and development oi 
natural resources and public enterprises in the 
Kingdom of Italy and in the Llialian Colonies and 
Protectorates. 

in the application of these principles the economic in- 
dependence of the various industries will be fully respected. 

The Committee has the support of the following organisa- 
tions and societies: ‘‘La Societa degli Agricoltori Italiani” 
the italian Metallurgical, Machinery, Cotton, Wool, Silk. 
Electric and Paper Associations; the Italian Industrial 
Women’s League; the Sulphur Consortium; the Fruit 
Association of Messina, ‘‘La kederazione degli armatori liberi 
italiani,’’ La Federazione degli armatori italiani’ (Shipping 
tederations). 

The President is Ing. Comm. Dante Ferraris, whilst the 
Ministers Ciuffelli, Crespi, Stringher and Nitti are Honorary 
Presidents. Senater Ruffini, President of the Unione Italo- 
\inericano, is also a member. 

A special commission will shortly proceed to the United 
States in order to start the work of the Committee. 


UKRAINE. 
RUSSIAN MONEY TOKENS NOY LEGAL TENDERS. 


A communication has been received from H.M. Commercial 
Secretary at Odessa to the effect that the Ukraine Directory 
published an order on the 15th January, which decrees that 
all Russian money tokens, paper money, exchange tokens, 
and so-called Kerensky notes are no longer considered to be 
legal tender. 

The Decree is to date as from 26th January. 


AFRICA. 


MOROCCO, 
MARKET CONDITIONS. 


(From the British Commercial Mission.) 

Serious difiiculties have arisen in various parts of Morocco 
during the last few months in consequence of the over- 
stocking of one or two commodities of native consumption. 
Mirst and foremost among the goods of which supplies have 
eecuimulated are cottons of all kinds, but chiefly the cheaper 
varieties, shirtings and fancy cottons. Green tea is also 
reported to be overstocked in some localities, but the surplus 
is not understood to be very extensive. 

CoTTons. 

As regards cottons, this position has arisen in the first 
instance in consequence of the steady rise in price during 
the last two vears and the universal belief in Morocco that 
the war would continue for some considerable period and 
that, therefore, this rise would go on indefinitely. Thi 
extent of the increase is illustrated by the case of white 
shirtings, formerly valued at 4s. per piece, and subsequently 
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selling at 24s. per piece, and by a rise in the price of cottons 
per bale of o0U pieces of at least £400. 

Such sensational changes in value induced a ‘*boom” jn 
cotton goods, in which not only large and small inerchants 
took part, but also traders altogether without experience in 
ihese classes of goods. Even private individuals without 
ivrading knowledge of any description took a hand in these 
operations, As a result of this indiscriminate buying, prices 
raturally soared higher still. 

EFFECT OF THE ARMISTICE. 

With the coming of the armistice, opinion appears to have 
vecred round to the other extreme, and the belief became 
general that there would be an immediate extensive fall in 
price. Apparently, also, in country districts the announce- 
inent of the armistice was accompanied by an official state- 
ment that there would be an immediate large decrease in the 
price of cottons, and although this statement was doubtless 
merely intended to allay popular resentment at the existing 
high prices, it would nevertheless tend to accentuate the 
crisis. The ettect was twofold—there was a panic rush to sell, 
and also a universal disinclination to buy, except at a price 
which involved heavy loss to the seller. It is stated that 
prices have fallen since last September in cottons by amounts 
varying trom 20 to 6U per cent. and that many kinds of 
cottons are selling at considerably lower rates in Morocco 
than in Manchester, im spite of the extremely high freights, 
lusurance rates, and the Customs dues. 

OversTocKED MARKET. 

A pretty general trade paralysis has consequently set in 
throughout the country. tn Marrakesh one merchant aione 
has 100,000 pieces of Amburgo cotton in stock, and in certain 
ot the coast towns it is alleged that every upper room is 
piled high with these unsaleable materials. ‘Lhe stocks in 
Kez are estimated at upwards of 1,000 bales of 5UU pieces 
each, and it is calculated that stocks in various parts of the 
country will meet the normal requirements of the next one 
or two years. 

Generally speaking, of course, the larger merchants have 
so tar weathered the storm, but the smaitler dealer and out- 
side speculator have suftered severely. The purchases of 
these fatter have been very often credit purchases on short- 
date bills, which they now find themselves quite unable to 
meet. In the opinion of one large importer, a great deal 
of the trouble has resulted from the indiscriminate giving 
ot credit in regard to such purchases, and he adds that it is 
useless to press for payment from clients of this character. 

Various remedies for the existing state of ailairs have 
been suggested. Attempts have been made to export the 
surplus stocks of cotton to Syria, where it is understood that 
these goods are in great demand. Export is, however, not 
ut present permitted from Morocco, but it may perhaps be 
possible to change the destination of goods already manu- 
tactured, or undergoing manufacture, in England At any 
rate, it seems to be generally agreed that where the manu- 
facture of cottons for Morocco has not actually been started, 
orders might very well be cancelled; but it is stated that 
there is a resolute refusal on the part of Manchester houses 
to cancel any orders. 

According to a prominent Fez merchant, a sudden fall in 
the home prices will result in widespread disaster in Morocco, 
but a slow decline to the normal would give an opportunity 
to clear off surplus stocks. It is suggested that steps should 
be taken to ensure that this process is extended over at least 
six months. 

GREEN TE,. 

As regards green tea, the overstocking which has occurred 
is much smaller, and the restrictions in the sales of this 
commodity have been due to what 1s presumably a temporary 
obstacle, viz., the shortage of sugar, without supplies of 
which there is no demand for tea. Probably, hey-ever, this 
is a matter which will right itself in due course. 

HARDWARE. 

As regards most other commodities, supplies are short, and 
particularly is this the case in regard to hardware, in which 
yvoods an admirable opportunity is presented to capture tlie 
market. Candles and soap and woollen cloths are also in 
large demand, and it would certainly appear advisable for 
inerchants, as far as possible, to turn their attention to 
these and other goods in preference to making further ship- 
nents of the already overstocked cottons. 


See TT 


ASIA. 


CHINA. 
THE PORCELAIN INDUSTRY. 


(From H.M. Commercial Counsellor.) 
SHANGHAI. 
The Chinese porcelain industry is centred at Kingtehchen, 
in the Province of Kiangsi. 
The port of shipment for Kingtehchen is the Treaty Port 
of Kinkiang on the Yangtze, which exported in 1917 china- 
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ware to the amount of 75,803 piculs, valued at Hk. tls. 
1,475,798. The port of Swatow came next with 44,880 piculs 
valued at Hk. tls. 796,868, and then Canton with 12.985 
piculs, valued at Hk. tls. 272,355. 

These exports were principally to Hongkong (64,281 piculs, 
Hk. tls. 690,642) ; Straits Settlements (27,374 piculs, Hk. tls. 
482,555), and Siam (10,926 piculs, Hk. tls. 197,172). 

NotrE.—Haekwan tael=4s. 312-16d. in 1917; picul= 
1331 Ib. ] 

Imports. 

There was, before the war, a small but growing import of 
chinaware from the United Kingdom and Germany. In 1913 
the import from the United Kingdom had risen to Hk. tls. 
102,627, and that from Germany to Hk. tls. 212,704. The 
fgures had dropped in 1917 to Hk. tls. 53,024 from the 
United Kingdom, and fo nil from Germany. ‘The total 
import of foreign chinaware in 1917 amounted to Hk. tls. 
1,328,793, of which Japan contributed tls.” 900,858. 

Notwithstanding the hold the Japanese have obtained over 
the China market since the war, partly owing to the cutting 
off of supplies from Europe, partly owing to the cheapness 
of their goods, there should be a good demand after the war 
tor moderate-priced chinaware, such as washing and sanitary 
appliances, crockery, etc., in view of the growing tendency 
ot the Chinese in Shanghai and other large cities to live in 
foreign style. 

The following amount of the Chinese porcelain industry 
is extracted from an article by a Chinese writer in a recent 
issue of ‘‘Millard’s Review’’ :— 

IXKAOLIN. 

Kaolin, a Chinese word that has iound its way into the 
English language, is the material from which porcelain 1s 
made. It is derived from the name of a hill near Wing- 
tehchen, where kaolin was first found. Later on this kind 
of “white earth’’ was elso found at Ting Chow in Chili, Hua 
Ting Chow in Shansi, Yu Chow in Honan, Te Hua Hsien in 
lukien, Wu Yuan Hsien and Chi-Mun, districts of Anhui. 

Kaolin was first sent to Europe in the early part of the 
last century. Similar white clay has been discovered in 
Saxony. where ‘‘Dresden china’ is now produced. — In 
England, kaoiin was discovered in Cornwall about 1759, 
resulting in the manufacture of hard paste china at 
Plymouth and Bristol. Kaolin was also found in Nebraska 
and several of the eastern states of America. European 
porcelain therefore is hardly two centuries old, and is but 
a thing of yesterday when compared with Chinese porcelain. 

KWaNTUNG AND [sHING WaRES. 

Factories in China making porcelain, and particularly 
pottery, are many, the majority of them being centred in 
the provinces of Kiangsi and Fukien. There are two centres 
which are considered the most important, namely, King- 
tehchen in Kiangsi, and Te Hua in Fukien. Of these two 
places, Kingtehchen is decidedly the leading porcelain 
manufacturing centre in China. WKwantung and Niangsu 
are also famous for special china wares. They are called 
respectively the KRwantung and Ishing wares, the demand 
for both of which is very extensive. Although China is a 
porcelain-producing, country, she still imports from abroad 
on an average more than a million taels’ worth of china- 
ware yearly. This is offset by exports to other countries, 
that leave a fair balance in China’s favour. 

LhisToryY OF THE INDUSTRY. 

n the reign of Kmperor Kingteh of the Sung dynasty 
(04-1507 A.D.), a factory for making vases and objects of 
art was founded at Kingtehchen for the personal use of the 
emperor, hence the name Kingtehchen. In this town more 
than a million peeple find employment in the various works 
and kindred occupations. It is situated on a plain sur- 
rounded by mountains on the left bank of the Chang river 
on the northern border oi Kiangsi Province, and is said 
to possess more than 3,000 porcelain furnaces. There ure 
two principal streets lying parallel to each other about three 
miles long, and the whole town is made up of all kinds of 
porcelain industries. 

Pottery debris covers the bed of the Chang river from 
Kingtehchen for three or four miles, and large mounds cf 
pottery debris lic on the banks of the river. Most of the 
materials used in making porcelain are obtainable either 
inand around Poliang, some distance north of Kingtehchen. 
or trom Kingtehchen itself. This is what makes Wingtehchen 
a natural porcelain manufacturing centre. 

During the Ming dynasty the energies of the imperial 
potters were mainly occupied in blue and white and poly- 
chrome porcelain, and also in ordinary wares, pictorial 
ornament and painted brocade patterns, which were then 
In tavour. 

Tue Factortirs. 

The skill of the potters at Kingtehchen during the Ching 
dynasty was supreme. There are various stages involved in 
the manufaeture of porcelain wares, and each stage occupies 
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the attention ot a separate industry. The kinds of percelain 
wares are also numerous. LKach factory makes only one or 
two kinds. Division of labour at Kingtehchen is distinct 
and marked. There are altogether 125 kilns, about 200 
porcelain hongs, 1,500 porcelain artists’ shops, and about 
2,000 form factories scattered through the streets, lanes, 
allevs, along the river and around and on the hills. 

Generally speaking, the proprietors of kilns and factories 
are only small capitalists and the works are simall and 
numerous. The various works employ about 100,000 people. 
Others who make their living from associated industries 
number about 20U,000, including salesmen, agents and others. 
The Kingtelhichen porcelain industry favourably compares 
with the Krupp Arsenal in Germany, but to better purpose 
in the life of China. 

Of the total number of kilns at Kingtehchen, 95 burn 
wood and 20 burn straw. ‘The inside of a kiln is similar in 
shape to a city gate, dome or arch, getting higher and 
ligher toward the top, where the chimney its located. <A 
narrow door is at the lower end, which is blocked up when 
burning is going on inside, leaving a small opening at the 
bottom: of the door for air. Another door is at the middle 
of the kiln as a passage for firewood. 

LABOUR. 

Labourers or wage-earners at Kingtehchen are numbered 
by the thousand and include many unmanageable elements. 
Strikes, theretore, were events of frequent occurrence before 
the Republican régime. They have practically subsided 
now as a result of the recent organisation of a number of 
labour and trade unions, which compose any differences 
ihat arise. Most of the workers are natives of NKiangsi 
Province, but a majority of the image-makers are from 
hukien. Ixingtehchen is becoming richer, more important 
and populous as time goes on. On account of the growing 
importance ot this town, the magistrate’s yamen, which was 
situated at Poliang, some six or seven miles from Kingteh- 
chen five vears ago, has now been transferred to the city. 

Kinps oF Wares. 

The kinds of porcelain wares produced are too many to be 
enumerated, but they may be roughly classified under three 
divisicns ; round wares, like bowls, cups, plates, etc. ; polished 
wares, like vases, teapots, cisterns, etc. : carved wares, like 
images, sided vases, and anything that cannot be done on 
ihe potter’s wheel. 

The white clays ot which porcelain is made are also of 
many kinds. They are obtained in and around Kingtehchen 
ond trom places 30. or 130 miles away. The glaze which is 
used for coating porcelain comes from Yunnan. Province, 
Japan and Germany. These from Yunnan are mostly green 
and black. 

SELLING ORGANISATION. 

ihe Kingtehchen products are to some extent transported 
overland, but the larger portions are shipped down to Rao- 
chow by small boats, where they are transterred to junks and 
towed by steam-launches to the various ports and abroad. 
More of the Kingtehchen products are exported to America 
than to any other country through foreign agents stationed 
at Hongkong and Shanghai. There are a number of 
Cantonese agents in Shanghai who buy ali kinds ef porcelain 
wares for the Straits Settlemenis. The Hupeh people, how- 
ever, take about one-half of the business. Both Cantonese 
and Pekingese are large buyers. Some of the works devote 
iheir entire time and energy to producing porcelain wares 
tor the Siamese Court. 

The various porcelain works at Kingtehchen are small 
concerns, and each specialises in a particular line of work. 
There is, however, but one company—the largest porcelain 
works at Kingtehchen—which was incorporated in 1902 with 
an initial capital of 200,000 dols. 


JAPAN. | 


STANDARD FOR EXPORTED CELLULOID 
7 MANUFACTURES. 
(From H.M. Commercial Counsellor.) 
YOKOHAMA. 
The following ts determined as the standard of inspection 
for celluloid manufactures intended for export which are 
inspected in accordance with the Regulations by the Celluloid 
Manufacturers’ Guilds, the Joint Association of the same, 
or the local authorities (see page 103 of the ‘‘Journal’’ of 
23rd January). | 
Celluloid manufactures corresponding to. any of the follow- 
ing descriptions shall be deemed not up to standard :—- 
(1) Goods made with bad material or material which is 
liable to discolour or lose shape. 
(2) Goods made of material which is too thin in propor- 
tion to their size. 
(3) Goods of irregular shape. 
(4) Goods which contain eracks. 
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(5) Goods of which any accessory is liable to fall off. 

(6) Goods which separate at the joints. 

(7) Badly finished goods. 

(8) Round combs less than six inches in length. 

(9) Goods coloured with material liable to peel or melt. 

(10) Combs which have any irregular teeth. 

(11) Toys coloured with poisonous material. 

(12) Toys with jointing rubber other than elastic or with 
imperfect accessories. 

{i3) Goods which, though not corresponding to any of 
the above descriptions are yet unsuitable for 
practical use. 





SIAM. 
INCREASING JAPANESE ACTIVITIES. 


According to the Japanese press of Singapore, Japanese 
firms are now beginning to show considerable interest in 
Siamese trade, and there is no doubt that, after the war, 
British firms in Siam will find the competition from Japan 
greatly increased, and possibly, owing to the proximity of 
Japan and the consequent reduced cost of freight, more 
difficult to cope with than the German trade was before the 
War. 





A JAPANESE DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION. 


It is stated that a Development Association, including 
¥ormosan and Japanese capitalists, is to start operations 
round Bangkok at the end of May. It will undertake the 
cultivation of hemp, sugar, cotton, and rice, and the smelt- 
ing of tin and lead. Its attention is especially turned 
towards cotton. 

The British Consul-General at Bangkok states that the 
Japanese are striving to capture the Siam trade formerly 
done by Germany and Austria; they will also be formidable 
competitors for several lines of goods usually supplied from 
the United Kingdom. 

Japanese steamship lines give special freight rebates, it 
is stated, to their own nationals, thus placing the latter 
in a strong position as importers into Siam. 


mr a ee ee 


LATIN AMERICA. 


ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 
ESTIMATED MAIZE SURPLUS. 


Argentine official estimates give 3,€60,000 metric tons as 
the available exportable surplus of maize in 1919, this being 
the total of the present surplus of 1,260,000 tons, and that 
of next year’s crop of 2,400,000 tons. 











CHILE. 


COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL SITUATION, 
(From the Acting British Consul.) 
VALPARAISO. 

The news of the secession of Bulgaria from the Central 
Alliance was received with some dismay by business men in 
Chile, who since the early days of uncertainty here found in 
the war a fountain of prosperity. The past commercial 
history of Chile is largely a history of the nitrate industry— 
so largely as to obscure unduly the other resources of the 
country. It provides the Government with revenue, the 
merchants with profits, and the people with wages. When 
the war broke out its first effect was to cut off Chile from 
her nitrate markets. Exchange—a very sensitive barometer 
in Chile—fell from nine and a half pence to six and three- 
quarters pence in two months; nitrate oficinas closed; firms 
reduced their staffs; all made preparations for a period of 
extreme depression. 

EFFECT OF THE War. 





Soon, however, in place of the discontinued demand for 
nitrate for agriculture, there sprang up a new and more 
intense demand for nitrate for explosives. Like magic the 
country was transformed into a prosperity which continued 
increasingly till the consequences of General Foch’s counter- 
stroke in July eventually made themselves unmistakably 
evident by the retirement from the struggle of Bulgaria. 

By July the exchange value of the Chilean paper peso 
had risen to seventeen and a quarter pence. Not only the 
nitrate producers, but also the producers of copper and coal, 
as well as merchants gencrally, and the farmers, too, were 
reaping the benefit of both a continually rising exchange 
and a continually rising market, of a demand always in 
excess of supply. Since the war was the cause of this 
prosperity, reaction was the logical effect of its approaching 
end. 
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EFFECT OF THE ARMISTICE. 

Exchange began to weaken definitely in September, and 
fell rapidly in that and the following month from sixteen 
and a half pence to thirteen and a half pence. On the 3rd 
December it was eleven pence and thirteen-sixteenths. Ip 
November, the moral factor being already discounted, anid 
doubts about the future of nitrate being somewhat allayed, 
exchange stayed comparatively steady. The economic rela- 
tion of demand and supply of bills is complicated by specula- 
tion, but the fall is a good indication of the general trend. 

Meanwhile, however, caution has become the keynote of 
trade, and merchants have almost stopped buying. For 
imported goods Chile is for the moment a dead market. 
Large consignments of goods bought at war prices have stil] 
t» arrive, and importers are apprehensive—in view of past 
experience—that their less scrupulous clients may repudiate 
their purchases when they arrive. 

Cunsiderable quantities of merchandise are already 
accumulating unclaimed in the custom-house at Valparaiso, 
Several American travellers are understood to be returning 
to the United States pending a revival of business. The 
tew British travellers now at Valparaiso have done little or 
ao selling recently, but appear to be remaining. By being 
on the spot they may be able to save some bad debts. 

FUTURE OF THE NITRATE INDUSTRY. 

The future of nitrate, on which the general situation 
hinges, is affected primarily by two considerations—the 
demand for fertilisers and the competition of artificial 
nitrate. Itis thought that the need for reviving agriculture 
in the belligerent countries will provide the demand, though 
some doubt is entertained as to whether Germany, the biggest 
purchaser of nitrate before the war, will yet be in a position 
to pay for it. And the competition of manufactured nitrate 
is now regarded as something of a bogey, for besides its 
comparatively high cost of manufacture, it 1s understood to 
lack some of the fertilising properties of the natural pro- 
dact. There is a considerable margin for economy in the 
methods that have been employed in the Chilean oficinas, 
and there are almost unlimited deposits at no great distance 
from port and near the surtace; the only margin of competi- 
tion Tor artificial nitrate is the cost of transport overseas. 

AMERICAN AND JAPANESE ACTIVITIES. 

A New York interest has recently purchased an option on 
a nitrate property priced at some _half-a-million pounds 
sterling, which would seem to indicate a confidence in that 
quarter. 

The Americans and the Japanese are stronger and more 
active in Chile than before the war. The former are frankly 
out to capture as much trade as possible. The National City 
Bank has opened in Santiago. This bank differs from its 
British competitors in having a special department devoted 
to the collection of commercial intelligence. 

The Japanese cater for a poorer clientéle, but they are 
hard-working and increasing in numbers. 


PERU. 
PROPOSED BUREAU OF COMMERCE. 


The Peruvian Minister of Hacienda (Treasury) has sub- 
mitted to Congress a proposal to establish a Bureau of 
Commerce in his Department as a result of the rapid 
growth of the foreign commerce of Peru. The Minister 
desires to have funds appropriated for this new bureau in 
the general budget of 1919. 

The objects of the bureau are given as :— 

(a) To ascertain the best markets for national products. 

(b) To encourage exportation. 

(c)} To encourage the organisation of companies for 
exploitation and commerce. 

(d) To secure the importation of foreign articles 
equivalent to those exported. . 

(e) To keep the Government informed on all advisable 
and necessary treaties of commerce and naviga- 
tion. 

(f) To control the maritime interests of the country, and 
especially the administration of the Compania 
Peruana de Vapores (Government-owned steam- 
ship line) in its relation to internal and externa! 
commerce. 7 

(g) To control all phases of land transportation, 
especially with regard to the commercial develop- 
ment of the country. 

(h) To control in a commercial .way all enterprises which 
have charge of Government monopolies and ex- 
ploitations. 

(i) To prepare and arrange for concerted action among 
the credit institutions of this country and abroad. 

According to present plans the consular service of the 
Republic would be under the direction of the new bureau. 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 





(NOTICE TO MANUFACTURERS AND EXPORTERS.— 
Strict precautions should be taken against trading with the 
enemy, and regard had to the restrictions on trading in 
certain goods and to the special regulations governing trade 
with certain countries. In cases of doubt or difficulty 
reference should be made personally or by letter to the 
Department of Overseas Trade (Development and 
Intelligence). 

British firms may obtain the names and addresses of the 
persons or firms referred to in the following notices of 
“Qpenings’’ by applying to the Department and quoting 
the specific reference number. Even though trade may not 
at present be possible, it may be worth while for British 
firms , open up communications now with a view to future 
trade. | 





MARKET SOUGHT BY BRITISH 
MANUFACTURERS. 


Enquiries have been received at this Department 
from firms who, possessing certain manufacturing 
facilities, are desirous of getting into touch with others 
who are seeking opportunities for having various manu- 
facturing requirements carried out. The names and 
addresses of these firms will be given by the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade to applicants interested, who 
will quote the reference numbers. 

A firm with equipment comprising lathes, drilling 
machines, surface grinder, forge, welding plant, gas furnaces, 
etc., desire to get into touch with firms requiring small and 
medium-sized machinery work carried out. They are also 
open to manufacture small articles in brass and other metals. 
(Reference M.11.) 





UNITED KINGDOM. 

NEW SOURCES OF SUPPLIES REQUIRED.—Applica- 
tions are treyuently received at the Department of Overseas 
Trade (Development and Intelligence} from firms in all parts 
of the United Kingdom and abroad, who wish to get into 
communication with British manufacturers or producers of 
various classes of goods with a view to obtaining supplies. 

Applications have been recorded during the past week for 
the names of manufacturers ot the following (among other) 
articles : — 

Clockwork movements or spring motor mechanisms jor 
model locomotives. 

British manufacturers of these articles now in a position 
to supply are invited to make application for the name of 
the enquirer. 





AUSTRALIA. 

The following enquiry has been received at the Office of 
the High Commissioner for Australia, Australia House, 
Strand, W.C. 2, where replies should be addressed. 

SOFT GOODS AND FANCY GOODS.—A member of the 
Australian Imperial Force desires to get into touch with 
United Kingdom firms requiring representation, in Australia, 
for soft goods and fancy goods. Interview could be arranged 
by appointment. 

[Notr.—In this connection replies should be addressed 
to the Official Secretary, Commonwealth of Australia, Com- 
mercial Information Bureau, Australia House, Strand, 
W.C.2, quoting reference number 243/7/2.] 





BRITISH INDIA: FAR EAST. 

PAINTS AND VARNISHES, PATENT MEDICINES 
AND ¥OODS, ETC.—A United Kingdom firm of manufac- 
turers’ agents, having showrooms and offices at Calcutta, 
Bombay, Delhi and at Shanghai, seeks the representation 
for British India, Burma, Ceylon, Siam, Straits Settlements, 
Netherland East Indies and China, of United Kingdom 
manufacturers of paints and varnishes, patent medicines and 
feods, chemicals, all kinds of piece-goods, and boots and shoes 
of all grades. (Reference No. 194.) 

LEATHER.—H.M. ‘Trade Commissioner at Calcutta 
reports that a firm in that city are open to enter into 
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negotiations with a United Kingdom manufacturer of a good, 
soft, high-class leather for motor car upholstery—‘‘a horse 
leather with a soft feel like morocco, but which must have a 
fast dye.’’ The sizes of the hides, it is stated, run about 
fifty superficial feet each. (Reference No. 174.) 





CANADA. 


H.M. ‘lrade Commissioners at Toronto and Montreal 
report the receipt of the following enquiries : — 


HARDWARE, GROCERIES AND FACTORY SUP- 
PLIES.—A firm of manufacturers’ agents, importers, and 
exporters’ desire to extend their connections with United 
Kingdom firms, particularly in the following lines :—Hard- 
ware, groceries, and factory supplies. (Reference No. 195.) 

COAL TAR DISTILLATES, CRESYLIC ACID, ETC.— 
An agent seeks agencies, for Ontario, for United Kingdom 
manufacturers and exporters of coal tar distillates, cresylic 
acid, benzol, naphthalene, tanners’ oils and greases, textile 
oils and greases, ‘‘soluble’’ gums, etc., gelatines, cocoa butter, 
etc. (Reference No. 192.) 

GROCERIES, ROPE, NETS, ETC.—A _ merchandise 
broker at Quebec wishes to represent, in the Province of 
Quebec, United Kingdom manutacturers of groceries, rope, 
nets, twine and window glass. (Reference No. 187.) 

COTTON TWINE.—A firm of manufacturers’ agents at 
Montreal desire to get into touch with United Kingdom 
manufacturers of cotton twine, with a view to undertaking 
an agency therefor. throughout the Dominion. (Reference 
No. 186.) 

GLASS, GELATINES, TINFOIL, ETC.—A firm of com- 
mercial brokers and agents at Vancouver wish to get into 
touch with United Kingdom manufacturers and exporters 
of glass, gelatines, tinfoil, chemicals and bottles. (Reference 
No. 189.) 

TEXTILES.—-A Montreal firm desires to take up the 
agency, for the Provinces of Ontario and Quebec, for a 
United Kingdom firm of warehousemen dealing in heavy 
cotton, linen and wocllen goods, serges, flannelettes, etc. 
The enquirer intends to sell only to the larger retail buyers, 
such as departmental stores, clothiers, etc. (Reference 
No. 196.) 

GROCERIES, ETC.—A broker and manufacturers’ agent 
at Victoria, British Columbia, desires to obtain an agency, 
for British Columbia, for United Kingdom manufacturers 
and exporters of jams, jellies, marmalade, etc. (both canned 
and in glass), candied peels, candied and preserved fruits, 
chocolate and cocoa, vinegar, salt, preserved fish and meats, 
and general groceries. (Reference No. 188). 

* * *- *« * * 

The following inquiries relating to Canadian trade have 
recently been received at the Office of the High Commissioner 
for Canada, 19, Victoria Street, London, 8.W.1:— 

BOILER PLATES, SHIPS’ PLATES, ETC.—A Canadian 
officer, shortly expecting discharge, wishes to get into touch 
with United Kingdom manufacturers of boiler plates, ships’ 
plates, steel angles and shapes, steel mouldings (similar to 
Mannstaedt mouldings), manganese steel castings, checker 
plate, and iron and steel ships’ fittings of all kinds. The 
enquirer is acting on behalf of a Montreal firm who are 
seeking agencies for such lines. 


GROCERY LINES.—A firm of commission merchants at 
St. John, N.B., are desirous of securing agencies for United 
Kingdom manufacturers of grocery lines. 

UNDERWEAR, HOSIERY, ETC.—A Canadian commer- 
cial traveller, at present on military service, desires to obtain 
agencies for the sale of United Kingdom manufactured 
underwear, hosiery, shirts, pyjamas, handkerchiefs, rain- 
coats, ete. He is stated to have an office at Vancouver, B.C. 


TOYS, DOLLS, FANCY GOODS, ETC.—A Canadian 
officer, now in Belgium, wishes to get into touch with United 
Kingdom manufacturers of toys, dolls, fancy goods, stockings, 
socks and underwear, gloves and mittens, advertising novel- 
ties and other lines, desiring representation in the Dominion. 


MARKET SOUGHT FOR MOLYBDENITE.—A Toronto 
correspondent, stated to be the owner of a high-grade molyb- 
denite property in Ontario, wishes to get into touch with 
United Kingdom importers of this product. 

{Nore.—Communications in regard to the foregoing 
enquiries should be addressed as indicated above. | 

“ « « ¢ * * 

The following enquiries have been received at the Canadian 
Government Trade Commissioner’s Office, Portland House, 
73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C.2, whence further in- 
formation may be obtained : — 
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BUYING AGENTS’ SERVICES OFFERED (FOOD 
STUFFS, LUMBER, ETC.).—A Montreal firm offer their 
services, upon a commission basis, as buying agents to 
United Kingdom firms wishing to purchase foodstutts. 
lun ber, minerals, and manufactured goods. 

FOOD PRODUCTS, ETC.—An importer and commission 
merchant in Montreal, able to supply United Kingdom 
references, wishes to represent upon a brokerage basis 
United Kingdom manufacturers of food products, etc., sale- 
able to wholesale grocery and provision merchants. 

TEXTILES, CORDAGE, CUTLERY, ETC.—A firm otf 
commission agents in London, Canada, who cover the whole 
of Ontario, wish to effect connections with United Kingdom 
manufacturers of hosiery, children’s frocks, woollens, serges, 
cottons, especially small sizes, and piece-goods in the grey. 
also cordage and Sheffield cutlery. They would be glad to 
receive samples, prices and terms from firms incerested. 

GROCERY, ETC.—A Canadian, about to return to 
Winnipeg and possessing an established connection among 
wholesale and retail grocers and confectioners in Canada, 
would be glad to obtain a few first-class United Kingdom 
agencies. Business could be extended East and West, with 
Winnipeg as centre. 

AGENTS’ SERVICES SOUGHT (CONCRETE MIXERS 
AND MACHINERY) —A Canadian firm, manufacturing 
ccnerete mixers and machinery, are looking out for a first- 
class United Kingdom firm of contractors or enginecrs pre- 
pared to act as their resident agents in London and Glasgow. 

MARKET SOUGHT FOR SOAP.—A Canadian company. 
im a position to export large quantities of yellow and white 
laundry soap, will be glad to receive enquiries from United 
Kingdom buyers. 

MARKET SOUGHT FOR INSULATED WIRE FIXTURE 
CONNECTOR.—A Canadian company, manufacturing a 
patented insulated wire fixture connector, wishes to arrange 
for its sale in the United Kingdom. 

| Note.—Communications in regard to the foregoing en- 
quiries should be addressed as indicated above. | 





SOUTH AFRICA. 


H.M. Trade Commissioner in South Africa reports the 
receipt of the following enquiries : — 

GENERAL HARDWARE AND HOUSEHOLD 
REQUISITES, PROVISIONS, ETC.—A manufacturers’ 
representative in Johannesburg wishes to get into immediate 
touch, with a view to obtaining agencies, with United 
Kingdom manufacturers of the _ following _ lines:— 
Knamelled ware, tin ware, galvanised iron (sheets and 
articles), edge tools, gardening implements, etc., grindery, 
Larbed, baling and galvanised wires, general hardware and 
household utilities, boots and shoes, hosiery, all kinds of 
paper (including toilet paper), provisions, etc. The enquirer 
points out the advantages and, in fact, the necessity for 
United Kingdom manufacturers to get agency arrangements 
fixed up as early as possible, in view of the competition to 
be expected in the South African market on the resumption 
of normal conditions. The American manufacturers, he 
states, have long been fully alive to the possibilities of that 
market and are keen on sccuring agents there. (Reference 
No. 185.) 

CYANIDE OF SODIUM, GLYCERINE, FENCING 
WIRE, ETC.—A Johannesburg agent, claiming to be well 
known in commercial and mining circles in South 
Africa, seeks agencies for United Kingdom manufac- 
turers of cyanide of sodium, glycerine for manufactur- 
ing purposes, fencing wire, motor accessories, hardware and 
cutlery, bags tor coal, flour and grain, paper, boots, and 
tea and coffee. (Reference No. 183/166.) 

MARKET SOUGHT FOR SOUTH AFRICAN TALC. — 
The South African Government ‘Trade Commissioner in 
London has received samples of South African tale which 
can be supplied either in lump or powdered form as desired. 
The samples can be seen and particulars as to quantities 
available, with approximate price, can be obtained on 
enquiry at the Trade Commissioner’s Office, 90, Cannon 
Street, E.C. 4. 

MACHINERY.—The Trade Commissioner also reports 
that a firm in South Africa is anxious to get 
into touch with United Kingdom manufacturers of 
machinery for tea, coffee, cocoa, and chicory; also 
of machinery tor making tins for packing the above- 
mentioned products. Engineering firms desiring to furnish 
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the particulars required should communicate with the 
Scuth African Trade Commissioner at the above address, 





WEST AFRICA. 

GOODS SUITABLE FOR WEST AFRICAN MARKED. 
—-A firm of London merchants, about to send a representa. 
tive to travel along the West Coast of Atrica, would like to 
receive offers from United Kingdom manufacturers of 
eoods suitable for that market. 

Communications in this connection should be addressed 
to the Secretary, Statistical and Information Department, 
I.ondon Chamber of Commerce, 97, Cannon Street, London. 
E.C, 4. | 





EGYPT. 

SHIPPING AGENTS’ SERVICES OFFERED.—The 
Acting British Consul-General at Alexandria reports that a 
British firm at that port desires to get into touch with 
United Kingdom steamship companies, with a view to 
obtaining a shipping agency therefor. (Reference No. 191.) 





BELGIUM, 

The British Vice-Consul at Liege reports the receipt of 
the following enquiries :— 

STEEL CABLES, ETC.—<An agent at Glain wishes te 
chtain an agency tor United Kingdom manufacturers of 
steel cables and wire for making cables. (Reference No. 176.) 

WATERPROOF GARMENTS, ETC.—A business man in 
Liege desires to purchase waterproof garments and articles 
of all kinds, and also ‘‘klingeritt’’ (compressed red asbestos 
in sheets and used for joints stuffing, etc.) from United 
Kingdom manutacturers. The enquirer might be willing to 
take up the agency for a United Kingdom firm. (Reference 
No. 177.) 

STATIONERY, DRUGS AND CHEMICALS.—A firm 
desires an agency for United Kingdom manufacturers of 
paper and school and office stationery supplies of a high- 
class and medium quality; also of drugs and chemicals. 
(Reterence No. 202.) 


BRAZIL, 


HEAVY CHEMICALS, DRUGS AND PHARMA- 
CEUTICAL PRODUCTS, ETC.—A firm established at Rio 
de Janciro and at Sao Paulo, are desirous of acting as 
representatives tor British firms for practically all lines, 
particularly heavy chemicals, drugs and pharmaceutical 
products, perfumery, hardware, earthenware, agricultural 
implements. machine tools, hand tools. and beverages. 
(Reference No. 184.) . 





FRANCE. 


H.M. Consul-General in Paris reporis the receipt of the 
following enquiries from local firms :- 

WAGON-CISTERNS.—An agent wishes to obtain agen- 
cles, for Paris and throughout France, for United Kingdom 
firms, ior the sale of wagon-cisterns for the transportation 
of wines, oils and chemical products. (Reference No. 200.) 

BOOTS AND SHOKS.—H.M. Consul-General in Paris 
reports that an agent in that city desires to represent 
United Kingdom manufacturers of men’s and women’s boots 
and shoes in France, particularly in Paris. (Reference No. 
181.) 

AGENT’S SERVICES OF FERED.-—H.M. Consul-General 
at Lyons reports that an agent in that city seeks general 
agencies, on a commission basis, for United Kingdom firms. 
(Reference No. 178.) | 

LEATHER, BOOT NAILS, ETC.—H.M. Consul at Nantes 
reports that a firm in that city is desirous of obtaining an 
agency for United Kingdom firms dealing in leather, boot- 
nails, and other articles relating to the boot trade. 
(Reference No. 193.) 

PROVISIONS, COLONIAL PRODUCTS, ETC.—H.M. 
Consul at Calais reports that a business man of that city 
desires to act as exclusive agent in France for a good British 
firm of wholesale dealers in provisions of all kinds. Colonial 
products, etc. The enjuirer is anxious to get into communi- 
cation with a firm as soon as possible, so that directly he is 
demobilised he can visit this country to complete final 
arrangements. He corresponds in English. (Reference 
No. 179.) 

JUTE SACKS AND CANVAS, COTTON YARN, ETC.— 
The Acting British Consul at Bordeaux reports that an agent 
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in that town desires to obtain the representation of Umited 
Kingdom manufacturers of jute sacks and canvas, cotton 
yarn, string, and ropes. (Reference No. 172.) 





FRANCE (Madagascar). 

TEXTILES (MARKET SOUGHT FOR MADAGASCAR 
PRODUCTS.—H.M. Consul-General at Marseilles reports 
that a resident of Autalaha, Province of Vohémar, who is at 
present in France, but is returning shortly to Madagascar, 
wishes to get into touch with British firms who would be pre- 
pared to purchase Madagascar products, such as vanilla, 
coftee, etc., and to sell to him manufactured goods, such as 
brown holland, cotton goods, cloth goods, hardware, and other 
articles suitable for sale in Madagascar. The enquirer states 
that this year he will have about 20 tons of vanilla, more 
than 30 tons of coffee, and about 3} tons of wax tor export. 
If required, the enquirer is prepared to make a deposit as 
evarantee. (Reference No. 180.) 





ITALY. 
MARGARINE.—-A Messina firm, with good sales orgaii- 
setion in Italy, require an agency tor United Kingdom 
manutacturers of margarine. (Reference No. 175.) 


NETHERLANDS. 

COTTON GOODS.—H.M. Commercial Attache at the 
Hague reports that a firm in that city seeks the sole agency, 
in rolland, for United Kingdom cotton spinners and cotton 
doublers. (Reference Ne 190.) 

TEXTILES.—<An agent at Bois le Duc, Holland, desires to 
obtain agencies, tor Holland, tor United Kingdom manu- 
facturers of cotton and woollen Ltalians, silk linings, silk 
damask, Hannel, woollen and coiton dress goods and satins. 
(Reterence No. 203.) 





SPAIN. 

H.M. Consul-General at Barcelona reports the receipt of 
the tollowing enquiries :— 

STEEL CYLINDERS.—A Barcelona firm wish to get into 
touch with a United WNtingdom manufacturer in a position to 
provide them with steel cylinders (either old or new), suit- 
able for containing carbonic acid, that can resist a pressure 
of 250 atmospheres, and that hold LO and 2U kilos. (Reference 
No. 173.) 

CHEMICAL MANURES AND MINERALS.—H.M. 
Consul at Vigo reports that an agent at La Baneza desires 
to act as agent throughout Spain, on a commission basis 
only, for United Kingdom manutacturers and exporters of 
chemical manures and minerals. Samples should be for- 
warded by parcel post. 

the enquirer would also be prepared, in some cases, to do 
the buying and selling tor his own account. (Reterence 
No. 1&2. 

SPINNING AND WEAVING MACHINERY, ETC.— 
H.M. Consul-General at Barcelona reports that a cotton 
broker in.that city desires to obtain the representation of 
United Kingdom manutacturers of spinning and weaving 
machinery. The enquirer is also prepared to take up the 
sale of British dyestuffs. (Reference No. 198.) 





SOUTH AMERICA, 

AGENTS’ SERVICES OFFERED.—A partner ot a well- 
known firm at Valparaiso, who is at present in this country, 
Wishes to get into touch with United Kingdom firms of com- 
mission agents, willing to extend their business to the West 








Coast of South America (Chile, Peru, Bolivia, and 
Eucador). (Reference No. 199.) 
SWITZERLAND. 


COTTON FABRICS.—H.M. Commercial Attaché at Berne 
reports that an agent at Fribourg desires to get into touch, 
with a view to obtaining agencies, with United Kingdom 
manuiacturers of fine cotton fabrics, including muslins, 
voles, crépes, batistes, nainsooks, jaconets, linings, ete. 
(Reterence No. 201.) 

ALIMENTARY LINES, CHEMICAL PRODUCTS, 
ETC.—An agent at Lausanne wishes to represent United 
Kingdom firms in Switzerland on a commission basis. The 
enquirer is prepared to work in the alimentary line, such as 
cocoa, coffee, tea, sugar, as well as chemical products, wool, 
cotton, and roundles (oil cakes). (Reference No. 197.) 
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Shipping and Transport. 


HAWAII. 


PORT AND HARBOUR DEVELOPMENTS. 
(From the British Consul.) 








HOoNoLULv. 

The Board of Harbour Commissioners of Honolulu has 
announced its intention of spending 2,500,000-00 dols., pro- 
vided that the sanction of the next Legislature can be 
obtained. The proposals include the construction of piers 
and sheds, purchase of land, and of dredgers and dredging 
equipment to keep the slips dredged to a@ minimum of 35 
feet at mean low water, purchase of the marine railway, and 
the construction of a railway line around the water front 
to connect with the tracks of the Oahu Railway Company. 

Better facilities are to be secured for providing oil to the 
ships lying at the principal piers, and an effort is being 
made to reduce the excessive charges for water which at 
present are 1:50 dols. per 100 gallons. 

FRE Port PROPOSAL. 

The proposal to establish a free port has received due 
attention, and it has been suggested that all of the islands 
should be made a free port. This would undoubtedly 
simplify the problem, and would be a fair return to Hawaii 
by the United States for the advantages gained by its 
possession 

With regard to the harbour scheme, the Governor bas 
stated his opinion that the Territory would have to finance 
the scheme even if federal aid is given through the Shipping 
Board, which he does not think possible. 

A project that has long hung fire for the provision of a 
harbour at Nawiliwili, Island of Kauai, has been revised. 
Kauai is badly in need of adequate harbour facilities, and 
the provision of a well-equipped port will contribute greatly 
to its prosperity. 

The Nawiliwili Harbour scheme comprises the provision 
of a breakwater 1,700 feet long, running out into about 30 
feet of water ; five piers, each 100 feet long and 100 feet wide; 
and the dredging of a channel from 400 feet to 1,025 teet 
wide as an approach to the piers. The cost of the break- 
water and dredging was estimated some six years ago at 
i ,08E,000-00 dols., but will be largely exceeded now, and is 
to be provided out of tederal tunds; the cost of the piers 
will be provided by the local legislature. 


MOROCCO. 


TRADE AT THE PORTS. 
(From H.M. Minister.) ” 
TANGIER. 








The port ot Casablanca continues to grow in importance, 
the total value of imported goods landed there in 1917 being 
103,018,935 ftranes, whilst in 1911 it was only 22,163,975 
francs. Kabat now ranks next in importance as regards 
imports, with an advance from 6,555,050 franes in 1911 to 
35,/70,199 francs. 

The new port of Kenitra, which figured for the first time 
in the statistics in 1913 with 1,573,856 francs worth of 
imports, received 19,560,084 francs worth of goods in 1917. 
These two last-named ports have absorbed a considerable 
amount of the trade of Laraiche and Tangier, both of which 
were formerly used for the introduction of goods intended 
for Fez and the interior. The value of imports at Laraiche, 
notwithstanding the greatly increased consumption of the 
“Spanish zone, tell from 21,099,075 francs in 1913 to 15,255,160 
irancs in 1917. The value of imports at Tetuan rose from 
1,707,050 franes in 1911 to 14,944,730 francs in 1917. This 
is due te Tetuan being the seat of government of the 
Spanish Zone, and having a comparatively large Spanish 
population which has te be supplied with imported goods. 
‘The fact that it has little or no hinterland to supply, and its 
port at Rio Martin being an open roadstead, where a land- 
ing can only be effected in fine weather, will, however, 
prevent it from ever becoming a port of any importance. 
The value of the import trade of Tangier remained the same 
in 1917 as it was in 1912 and 1914, but some three million 
frances less than in 1913. 

Casablanca is also advancing in its export trade, though 
not to the same extent as inimports. Mazagan ranks second 
and Saffi third, both showing a steady increase. The Laraiche 
export trade shows an improvement, though outdistanced by 
Rahat and Kenitra. 
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Minerals and Sletals. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 
[IRON ORE IMPORTS. 


Ihe Shipping Controller gives notice that under arrange- 
ments made with the Ministry of Munitions, the Official Ore 
Broker will cease to charter tonnage for Iron Ore on and 
from the Ist of March next, so far as South Spanish or 
Mediterranean ports are concerned, and on and from the 
I5th March so far as ports in North Spain or France are 
ccncerned. 

On and from these dates it will be necessary for the trade 
to negotiate for tonnage in the open market in the usual 
manner, but pending release of shipping, any available 
British vessels under requisition will continue to be 
chartered to merchants by the Ministry of Shipping through 
shipbrokers, and at the outset chartering will be confined to 
cargoes expressly approved by the Ministry of Munitions. 











FRANCE. 
CONTROL OF IRON AND STEEL, ETC. 


“Ia Metallurgie’’ of the 22nd January states that the 
Comptoir d’exportation des produits métallurgique has 
ceased to control the importation of steel from abroad from 
the llth January, by decision ot the French Ministry of 
Industrial Reconstruction. 

The stock of products not yet disposed of will be sold at 
prices fixed by the Ministries concerned. 

The Comite des Forges de France ceased to control the 
imports of pig iron in France from the same day. 

Applications for the import of iron and steel, etc., should 
be addressed direct to the Ministére de la reconstitution in- 
dustrielle (direction des matieres primiéres—Service de con- 
tréle des importations), where they will be dealt with, with 
as little delay as possible (possibly within three days). 

lor the changes which have been made in French Govern- 
ment Departments, see the ‘‘Imperial and Foreign Trade”’ 
Section of this issue, under ‘‘France.”’ 








ITALY. 


EXPORT PRICES OF IRON AND STEEL. 

In the Gazzetta Ufficiale of the 23rd December, 1918, a 
decree is published fixing the prices of iron and steel and 
other metals consigned or shipped as from the 20th Decem- 
ber, 1918. 

These prices are not applicable to materials supplied under 
contracts made by the General Commissariat for National 
fuel, or by the Treasury, or by the Ministry of Munitions 
for the supply of railway trucks, wheels and axles or springs. 








METAL SUPPLIES. 

By a Decree dated 23rd December and published in the 
‘‘Gazetta Ufficiale’ of 28th December, the mixed Committee 
dealing with metal supplies, which was instituted by the 
Decree of 30th April, 1918, has been dissolved. 

Demands for metal of all kinds, for which permission is 
required, must now be made direct to the Department of 
the Under-Secretary of State of Metal Supplies for Arms, 
Munitions, and Air Service. 





MADAGASCAR. 
PERMITS TO PROSPECT FOR MINERALS. 


An Order of the Governor-General of Madagascar pub- 
lished in ‘‘ La Dépéche Coloniale ”’ of 24th December, pro- 
vides for the removal of permits which have been granted to 
prospect for minerals as under : — 

1. Permits considered before Ist January, 1919, can be 
renewed, if so decided by the Administration, by payment 
of a fee of 25 francs. 

2. Permits considered between Ist January and 30th June, 
1919, 5U francs. 

3. After Ist July, the following rates will be charged :— 

(a) First renewal, 50 francs. 

(b) Second renewal (inclusive of the fee paid for first 
renewal), 100 francs. 

(c) Third and last renewal (inclusive of previous fees), 
200 francs, 
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Textiles, 


CANADA. 








DEVELOPMENTS IN RAW MATENRIALS AND 
MANUFACTURING INDUSTRIES. . 
(from H.M. Trade Commissioner.) 

Toronto. 
The following are the recent developments in the textile 

aw material and manufacturing industries, etc., etc. :— 
The following is the constitution of the Canadian Woollen 
Manufacturers’ Association adopted at the organisation 

meeting held at Toronto :— 


ARTICLE 1.—NAME. 


This Association shail be known as the Woollen Manuiac- 
turers’ Association of Canada, and it shall be a section cof 
the Canadian Manufacturers’ Association and subject to 
rules and regulations ot that body for the governance of its 
different sections. 

ARTICLE 2.—-OBJECTS. 

The object of this Asseciation is to promote by every 
legitimate means the welfare of the manutacturers embraced 
Within its membership and ot the Woollen Industry in 
general. Amongst other means, the itollowing specitic 
methods may be mentioned : — 

(a) The promotion of legislation calculated tu encourage 
the manufacture of all classes of woollen goods 
within the Dominion. 

(b) The prevention of legisiation adversely affecting ‘he 
interests of the industry. 

(c) The collection of statistics and data covering cost ot 
production of wool in Canada and other countries. 
Productive capacity of mills in Canada; wages 
paid; capital invested, and all such similar in- 
formation as may be considered valuable; the 
collection of such information as may be obtained 
relative to the above conditions in countries other 
than Canada. 

(d) incouragement of sheep breeding for the purpose 
of increasing the production of wool in Canada. 

(e) Encouragement of technical education in Canada, 
more particularly as it relates to the different 
processes involved in the conversion ot wool into 
finished material. 

(ft) Encouragement of the diffusion of technical know- 
ledge amongst the members and their employees 
by means of lectures and the publication of 
special papers prepared by authorities on different 
subjects. 

(g) Promotion of export business. 

‘h) Reconciliation of the interests of the different 
branches of the industry and the promotion of 
harmony between them by which means all ener- 
gies of the members may be devoted to the 
common benefit. 


(i) Promotion and establishment of more friendly 
relations between the different manutacturers. 

The Association has organised the following branches : — 

spinning, blanket, cloth (wool and worsted), knit goods, and 
they are now organising a carpet and felt goods branch. 


GARMENT MANUFACTURERS’ ASSOCIATION. 


Canadian manufacturers of cotton goods, overalls, women’s 
wear, and outer garments, state that the outlook for business 
during the present winter and coming spring is encouraging. 
Manufacturers of these lines held organisation meetings in 
Toronto in December, when addresses on the advisability of 
closer co-operation, especially during the period of recon- 
struction, were delivered. Representatives from nearly 
every large centre in Canada spoke of the possibilities of 
greater output for both home requirements and export 
trade. Practically all the representatives hold the opinion 
that by forming an association after the style of the National 
Garment Association of the United States these industries 
can be greatly fostered in Canada. The new organisation 
will be known as the Canadian Association of Garment 
Manufacturers, and will include all needle trades. 


PREPARATIONS FOR Export oF CANADIAN WOOLLENS. 


Preparations were made by the Canadian Woollen Manu- 
facturers’ Association to secure a share of the goods that 
will be needed in Europe in connection with reconstruction, 
at a meeting held in Toronto in December. The meeting 
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considered the selection of samples to be placed with the 
crganisation’s representative, who will seek European 
business. The Assistant Secretary of the Canadian Manu- 
facturers’ Association gave an address, in which he explained 
the arrangement made by that association with the Dominion 
Government to secure a satisfactory share of reconstruction 
orders, and the part to be played by Canadian trade com- 
mission in securing and distributing this business. 


ONTARIO FLAX GROWERS’ CONVENTION. 


At the annual convention of the Ontario I‘lax Growers’ 
Association, held at Toronto in December, the probable price 
at which scutched flax will sell in the immediate future was 
discussed. With Beigian, Russian and other flaxes tem- 
porarily out of the market, and with such comparatively 
small lots of the latter as are being received in the European 
market bringing high prices, it was felt that the Canadian 
fibre would be in demand at satisfactory returns, although 
nothing in the nature of price fixing was arranged. 

The Ontario Minister of Agriculture delivered an address 
at the Convention on ‘‘Flax-growing from the view-point 
of the farmer,’’ and the Deputy Minister of Agriculture 
spoke on the flax situation in general. The flax expert of 
the Department of Agriculture, Ottawa, gave an address on 
“The possibilities of the flax industry in Canada,’ dwelling 
particularly on the most economical method of handling the 
crop and grading the fibre. 





CHINA (Manchuria). 





FORMATION OF A WOOL-WEAVING COMPANY. 
(From the Acting British Consul.) 
DAIREN. 

Advertisements have recently appeared in the local press 
inviting subscriptions tc a wool-weaving company, which is 
now in course of fcrmation. 

The promoters of the scheme are the Oriental Colonisation 
Company, who have secured the support of the South Man- 
churia Railway Company and a large number of influential 
business men in Tokio, Osaka, and various places in Man- 
churia. It is understood that the railway company are large 
shareholders. The company is also reported to have received 
the support of the Government-General of the leased terri- 
tory in the shape of a subsidy sufficient to pay a dividend of 
6 per cent. until operations are commenced. 

The capital of the company is to be yen 10,000,0U0 
(£1,000,000) in 200,000 shares of yen 50 each, on which 
yen 12:50 is to be paid up as a first call. The number of 
shares for which subscriptions have been invited from the 
public is 15,000 (total value yen 75,000) only. Shareholders 
must be either Japanese or Chinese. 

The objects of the company are stated to be as follows : — 

“To keep in touch with the improvement of wool in 
Manchuria and Mongolia in pursuance of the Government’s 
policy in regard to industrial materials, and especially to 
engage in the manufacture of woollen cloth and thread froin 
Chinese wool and camel’s hair, and by so doing to meet the 
military requirements of Japan and China and the demands 
of Manchuria, Korea and Siberia, and further to regulate 
the selection, cleaning and packing of wool in order to 
facilitate the export of this commodity.” 

The company is to be a joint Japanese and Chinese 
organisation. The head office and factory are to be at 
Mukden, while there will be a wool-sorting factory at 
Tientsin. 

It is expected that the first general meeting of the com- 
pany will be held in the near future, and that as soon as it 
has been held the registration of the company will be 
effected. 

In connection with the above it is interesting to note 
that the South Manchuria Railway Company are devoting 
some attention to the question of the development of sheep 
farming in Manchuria and Mongolia. ixperiments have for 
some time past been carried out at the company’s experi- 
menial station at Kungchuling, and the results of crossing 
imported breeds (Merino, Shropshire, and Southdown) with 
native Mongolian sheep are encouraging. The company is 
now proposing to establish a model farm in Mongolia in 
order to still further develop the industry and to educate 
the Chinese in the rearing of sheep for the sake of the wool 
rather than for the sake of the meat. With this object in 
view further importations of good breeds will be made. 


TRADE 


JOURNAL. Isl 


TEXTILES — continued. 





It is estimated that the number of sheep in Iengtien 
Province is 429,000, in Kirin Province 94,000, and in Hei- 
lungkiang Province 63,000, while in Mongolia there are said 
to be about 750,000 head of sheep. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 





OFFICIAL REVIEW OF THE COTTON 
INDUSTRY DURING 1917-18. 

A bulletin issued by the Director of the Bureau of the 
Census, Department of Commerce, and prepared under the 
supervision of the chief statistician in charge of the inquiry, 
shows, for the American crop of 1917, a production ct 
11, 248,242 running bales of cotton, counting round as halt 
bales (equivalent to 11,302,375 bales of 500 pounds each, 
gross weight), worth 1,532,690,000 dols. to the growers, and 
of 5,040,000 tons of cotton seed, worth 333,550,000 dols. : 
and for the ‘‘cotten year’? ended 3lst July, 1918, a con- 
sumption of 6,566,489 bales (excluding linters), exports of 
4,288,420 bales, net imports of 217,381 bales, stocks on hand 
at the beginning of the year of 2,720,173 bales, and at the 
end of the year of 3,450,188 bales, and cotton spindles active 
at seme time during the year to the number of 34,542,665. 

for the entire world the production of lint cotton destined 
for factory use was 17,410,000, and the mill consumption 
17,701,000 bales of 500 pounds net weight. 

The American crop of 1917 fell below that of 1916 by 
147,555 equivalent 500 lb. bales, or 1-3 per cent., but exceeded 
that of 1915 by 110,555 bales, or 1 per cent. Each of these 
crops was smaller than that of any year from 1910 to 1914 


inclusive. 
SeHares oF Various STATES. 


Texas alone produced 3,125,378 equivalent 500 lb. bales, ur 
nearly 28 per cent. of the total crop of 1917; and three 
States—Georgia, South Carolina, and Texas, each with an 
output of more than a million bales—produced 55 per cent. 
California, with a production of 57,826 bales in 1917, out- 
ranked Florida and Virginia. Cotton growing in Arizona 
has made rapid progress during recent years. The produc- 
tion in that state in 1917, 21,737 equivalent 509 Jb. bales, 
was, for the first time, greater than the Virginia crop, 
18,777 bales. 

The crops of Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Missouri, North 
Carclina, Tennessee, Texas, and Virginia were smaller in 
1917 than in 1916; but Arizona, California, Georgia, 
Louisiana, Mississippi, Oklahoma, and South Carolina showed 
increases. 

ACREAGE AND YIELD PER ACRE. 

According to the revised estimates of the Department of 
Agriculture, the acreage from which the crop of 1917 was 
harvested amounted to 33,841,000—the smallest, with the 
exception of that for 1915, shown for any year since 1910. 
The outbreak of the European war brought about a 
demoralised condition in the market, which had the effect of 
cutting down cotton planting in 1915, the acreage harvested 
that year being only 31,412,000, as against 36,832,000 for the 
preceding year. In 1916 there was a considerable increase 
to 34,985,000, but the following year witnessed a decline to 
3,341,000 in the acreage harvested. The acreage planted 
last year was 34,925,000, of which about 3 per cent. was 
abandened. The acreage planted in 1918, 37,073,000, 
represents an increase of 6 per cent. over 1917. 


LINT. 


The average production of lint per acre in 1917, as 
estimated by the Department of Agriculture, was 160 lb., 
which compares with 157 Ib. in 1916, 170 in 1915, and 209 in 
1914. The average yield per acre in Louisiana in 1917 was 
210 ib., in South Carolina 208 lb., in North Carolina 194 lb., 
in Missouri 190 lb., and in Arizona and California, where 
cotton is grown on irrigated land, 285 and 242 lb. respec- 
tively. When conditions are favourable, the yield of cotton 
in some localities approaches a bale to the acre. This is 
largely the result of improved cultural methods, which 
include thorough preparation of the soil, the use of commer- 
cial fertilisers, rotation of cotton with leguminous crops, and 
frequent and intelligent cultivation. With the more general 
adoption of intensive farming, there may be a large increase 
in production without any general extension of acreage. 
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CONSUMPTION AND KXPORTS. 

During the year ended 31st July, 1918, the mills o1 the 
United States consumed 6,566,489 running bales of cotton. 
This consumption conprised 6,296,756 bales of domestic up- 
land cotton, 85,939 bales of sea-island cotton, and 183,794 
bales of toreign cotton. In addition, 1,118,840 bales of 
linters were consumed. The stocks held in the country on 
slst July, 1918, aggregated 3,450,188 bales of lint cotton 
and 439,917 bales of linters. 

The exports during the fiscal vear ended 30th June, 1918, 
4,641,023 equivalent 500 ib. bales, were less than tor any 
preceding year since 1893, and tell below those of 1917 
(6,176,162 bales) by nearly 25 per cent. The greatest 
amount of cotton exported during any fiscai year in the 
history of the industry is shown for 1912—11,070,251 bales. 
lor the following year the exports fell to 9,124,591 bales, and 
during the fiscal year 1914, which ended just prior to the out- 
break of the European War, 9,521,881 bales were exported. 
Since that year the exports lave declined, although 1917 
showed a slight increase as compared with 1916. Less than 
half as much cotton was exported in the fiscal year 1918 as 
in the fiscal year 1914. 


DESTINATION OF EXPORTS. 


The items which make up the 1918 total are: —Exports to 
the United Kingdom, 2,387,101 bales; to France, 658,553: 
to Italy, 369,213; to Spain, 259,194; to Russia, 15,945; to 
Holland, 10,098; to other European countries, 82,572; to 
Japan, 583,546; to Canada, 249,973; to Mexico, 10,706; «nd 
to all other countries, i4,122. The exports to Belgium, 
trermany, and Austria-Hungary dropped to very small 
amounts during the fiscal vear 1915 (the first month of 
which, July, 1914, preceded the outbreak of the war), and 
since that year no exports whatever to those countries have 
heen made. The only countries the exports to which during 
the fiscal vear 1918 exceeded those during the precéding 
year, were Japan, Canada. and Mexico. 


Cotton MANUFACTURING. 


Massachusetts still :etains its supremacy in cotton manu- 
facturing, the consumption by its mills during the year 
ended 31st July, 1918, being 1,493,113 bales, including 


linters. Next in order were North Carolina, with 1,186,314 
hales; South Carolina, with 892,532; and Georgia, with 


880,395. The mill consumption in these four states alone 
represents nearly three-fifths of the total for the country. 
Since 1912 the annual consumption of cotton in the cotton- 
growing states has amounted to more than half the total for 
the United States, the proportion for 1918 being 57 per cent. 


CoTToON SEED AND ITS PRODUCTION. 


Of a total of 5,040,000 tons of seed produced in 1917, 
},.251,680 tons, or 54 per cent., were crushed. The products 
nanutfactured were valued at 360,736,000 dols.—an amount 
approximately 25 per cent. greater than that for 1916, and 
twice as great as that tor 1915. This increase in value, 
however, was due to the great advances in the prices of the 
several products. This total was made up of the following 
items .—Cotton seed oil, 217.902,000 dols.: cake and meal, 
47,302,000 dols.; hulls, 18,878,000 dols.; linters, 26,604,000 
dols. The quantity of each product, except hulls, showed a 
decrease as compared with the preceding year; but the total 
value, as well as the value of each product except linters, 
represented an increase. The production of linters increased 
from year to year between 1909 and 1916. when the total 
output amounted to 1,273,345 bales, valued at 45,193,000 
dols.; but the production in 1917 fell to 1,080,802 bales, 
valued at 26,604,060 dols. 

Exports of cotton seed during the fiscal vear ended 30th 
June, 1918, aggregated 783 tons ; of cotton seed oil, 13.437 ,33] 
vallons; and of cotton seed cake and meal, 22,340 tons. The 
exports of oil and ot cake and meal were very much less 
in the fiscal year 1918 than during any other preceding 
similar period in recent years. 


CURRENT STATISTICS. 


The Bureau of the Census cotton report on 2Uth December, 
1918, stated that 10,252,402 bales, counting round as half- 
hales, were ginned for the growth of 1918 to 13th December, 
1918, compared with 16,131,594 for 1917, and 10,838,799 for 
1416. Round bales included this year are 139,074, compared 
with 179,966 for 1917, and 184,285 for 1916. Sea Island 
cotton included 31,060 bales for 1918: 83.288 for 1917; and 
116,168 fer 1916. 
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The Central European 
Powers. 


GERMANY. 








INDUSTRY, 
SUPPLY AND CONSUMPTION OF TIMBER. 

The Deutsche Ailgemeine Zeitung points out that despite 
the almost complete stoppage of building, tne demand {or 
timber in Germany has been considerably increased by the 
war. Huge quantities of timber have been required for the 
construction ot trenches, barracks, etc., as also tor the 
manufacture oft rifle stocks, aeroplanes, and transport 
material, The cellulose demand of the paper factories hag 
had to be covered for the most part from German forests, 
and there has also been the new cellulose demand of the 
textile substitute industry to satisty. 

‘The timber area of Germany before the war amounted 
altogether to 14 million hectares, ot which 43 million hee- 
tures were covered with deciduous and 94 million hectares 
with coniferous timber ; 63 million hectares of this area were 
in private possession, 4, million hectares were State forests, 
and 2-3 million hectares were communal forests. The timber 
yield amounted to about 40 million cubic metres ot solid 
timber (19 million cubic metres of fuel timber, and 21 
nillion cubic metres of timber for other use), and 103 million 
cubic metres of stumps and split timber. Germany took the 
eighth place among the nations of the world in respect of 
tunber area. ‘The richest timber countries were the United 
States with 191 miliion hectares, European Russia with 168 
willions, British India with 33 millions, Sweden with 21 
millions, Japan with i9 millions, Austria-Hungary with 19 
millions, Finland with 183 millions, Germany with 14 
millions, France with 9 millions, and Norway with 7 millions, 

The main timber-consuming countries were England with 
¢n annual import in value about 6UU miilion marks, Germany 
with an annual import in value about 400 millions, lialy 
with an annual import in value 120 millions, France with an 
excess olf Import over export by 100 millions, Belgium with 
an annual import in value about 90 millions, and Australia 
with an annual import in yalue 60 millions. The chief 
exporting countries were Russia and Sweden each with an 
annual timber export in value about 300 million marks, the 
United States and Austria-Hungary each with an export 
in value about 240 inillion marks, Finland with an export in 
value 180 million marks (inclusive of cellulose), Canada 
With an export in value of 150 millions, and Norway with 
an export in value about 50 millions. 

In time of peace Germany covered about two-thirds of her 
timber requirement out of her native production and one- 
third by means oi import. There is an abnormally large 
demand tor timber to be used in the reconstruction of peace 
economic life; large quantities in particular will be required 
tor building, tor the restoration of rolling stock, and for 
underground renovation in mines. The demand to be covered 
must be estimated at about double the quantity of timber 
normally cut ina veer. 

The Lheinisch-VN est/alische Zeitung states that before the 
war Germany produced about 30 million cubic metres of 
using timber (‘‘Nutzholz’’) herself and imported about Lo 
million cubic metres per annum from foreign countries. The 
timber requirement of Germany will certainly not be smaller 
alter the conclusion of peace, and will probably rise by 
cradual steps to 40 million cubic metres per annum. Accord- 
ing to the Papier Zeitung, Protessor Dr. Schwappach has 
expressed the opinion that Germany should be able to make 
good from her own resources the expected discontinuance of 
timber imports. ‘The timber imported into Germany during 
the last years of peace came mostly trom Russia. Other 
sources of import were Austria-Hungary, Sweden, and the 
United States. The richest timber provinces of the former 
Austro-Hungarian monarchy, ¢.¢., Galicia, Transylvania, and 

«the Bukowina, have suffered heavily from the war; the 
same in the case with Russian forests. A movement 1s 
on foot in Poland to prevent the still extensive forests of 
this country trom being exploited in future at the same 
rate as hitherto; and similar movements are on foot else- 
where. The timber imports into Germany from all these 
countries, therefore, will be considerably smaller in the 
immediate future than they have been hitherto. Little 
timber will come from Sweden and America. Under these 
circumstances the native timber resources of Germany 
acquire an increased importance. For the transition period 
the stocks of the army administration, estimated at 500,000 
cubic metres, will play an important part. In addition to 
these stocks recourse may be had to the saving effected in 
German forests during the war. During the first two years 
of war this saving was very large; and even during the later 
years it has been considerable. The army required mainly 
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THE CENTRAL BURUPEAN PUWEKS— continued. THE CENTRAL EUROPEAN POWEKS —continued. 

mine-coverings, niantle-frames, square timber, pit’ props, Metals which are released from military use by the demobil- 
and paper wood, ior these purposes the weaker trunks were isation of jaterial will probably be placed primarily at the 
in the main adequate, and the more valuable have therefore disposal ot the cable factories. in the tube industry the in- 
been spared. ‘’rotessor Schwappach estimates the saving tervention ot the lron Commission made itself felt un- 
thus brought about during the war years at 25 per cent. 11 pleasantly, and sales showed a considerable decrease. There 
this estimate is Correct there is an annual yield of 30 million is no building programme for the building and bridge con- 
cubic metres available without any encroachment upon the struction industries to carry out during the period of transi- 
timber capital of the country being necessary. ‘hese savings tion, and accordingly these branches cannot expect any con- 
vould suthee to cover the extraordinary requirements of the siderable employment in the near future. in the manu- 
transition period. Dr. Schwappach further believes that facture of iron chains there is a large stock of contracts re- 
thanks to the prudent administration of forests in the past maining over. The engineering industry was less fully 
*pite it would be altowable to increase timber-cutting on hali of employed in the year under review than in the previous 
tor the total timber area, v.e., on 7,000,0U0 hectares every year, year. Numerous enquiries showed a lively interest in 
the bv 15 cubic metres per hectare. Lhis would increase the machines for the petroleum, sugar, brewing, distilling, and 
the annual timber yield of Germany by about 109 million cubic chemical industries, but no orders have been given since the 
the metres per annum, and would make good the lack of imports political revolution. It is a characteristic fact that private 
port for many years to come. customers who before the revolution were ready to offer 
has premiums tor rapid delivery are now anxious to avoid pur- 


“Sts, SUPPLY AND OUTPUT OF MOTOR LORKIES. chasing the machines they have ordered. This is especially 
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- According to the ** Frankturter Zeitung’ there were per- = — “og preon, e rhs oe She a 
| haps not more than «¢,VUV—8,000 motor lorries working 1 epute. — - rea _ wry ie Coen, Ces ieee ’ 
—_ Germany belore the war, an insignificant number when con- . employment io Fis consider able —— Se The 
1eC- jered in reiation to the extent and complexity of German Austrian locomotive industry delivered 463 locomotives and 
— alate lite. At the outbreak of war most ot these jorries 130 tenders in 1918, as compared with 398 locomotives and 
— aaaed into the hands of the army authorities, and during zuo tenders in 1917, No locomotives or tenders were ex- 
sts, 2 Ts etilia! thee SE heel te teil Mechelen tee tee denen emeuies ported. the factories also had to do a large ainount ol 
ber poe Peal neve boom mec senna a - ithe eal neatie locomotive repairing work, The Austrian carriage factories 
= gate Reema ea im sos saadiaion' sik Giodeanune lt lg ti were prevented by the difficulty of obtaining materials and 
» , m * — — — — 600 wes 2 - . . 
Riva pracuicaily lmpossibie to reinforce this column with return- eg: Adie sul shuns @ih-enasieeena — 
the ing aliuy jorries because the number ot army lorries 1s much cet DML ioe sehiaiaiddll aaa a ‘it 14,000 in th vik eel 
smaller than might be inferred from the last available | 6 °"°% * is _— ? oll atta 
ted pes, Gnd gine Soewane 5,000 lenries Have to Se auntemsered the report points out that the general situation of the 
LUS8 iv the Mntente. Lie tall of prices which was expected to re- pe a I en “ote repre. d + menace 
, lt trom the conciusion of hostilities has not so tar come SEIGS IN QUESTOR BOCRMS TOTS AEG METS UaENVOURAEE 
21 " fie is: tlie i eile, die ee Sacdetine throughout the year, and has been adversely affected of late 
1y about. One veason tor this is probabiy that t le factories ‘se the sieniieiielieeianh nt, name ieiesmediioah, mithhedh aeal 
14 still have outstanding contracts (not ail dating from betore pli ey room within the neal Me f nhs “08 Dual 
ni the armistice) With Lube army authorities tor tne delivery of yy aie . Nor aa ee ‘S —: cio wll ie 
a about LU,UUU lorries, in vaiue about $UU million marks. | SS. Se 6s See OW Sees eS eee Oe 
ith ' , of both coal and iron to secure its economic independence 
ny . ' of the others, and the interest of all nationalities alike re- 
aly TRADE. quires that the present policy of economic separatism should 
an GERMAN-SWiDISH ECONOMIC ASSOCIATION. be discontinued as early as possible. 
- A German-Swedish Economic Association has been tounded | In the coal mining industry conditions have become 
- at Berlin to promote reciprocal economic relations between | catastrophic since the political revolution, and  CORRGS FO" 
- Germany and Sweden. ‘Lhe Chairman is Dr. Spiecker, presi- be foreseen whether or when the situation will improve. 
a dent of the #otsdam Chamber ot Commerce; the business The price increases for coal and coke have not a 
ne director is Dr. WNieter.—(CiMinchner Neueste Nachrichten.) mately made good the increase in costs of production. The 
rt | _ tollowing table shows (in millions of tons) the Austrian coal 
in RECONSTRUCTLON OF THE FOREIGN OFFICE. _ production from January to September, 1918, as compared 
da aa | with the production in the corresponding period of 1917 : — 
th According to the Deutsche Allgemeine Zettung the new 
Minister ior foreign Affairs, Count bBrockdortt-kkantzau, is | Jan.-Sept. 1918. Jan.-Sept. 1917. Decrease. 
er determined to retorm the German diplomatic service without | Per cent. 
Ie. delay. Greater attention is to be given to economic interests | oes 10-795 12-474 13-5 
ge and a closer liaison eftected between agents and consular‘ Pit-coal briquettes 0-073 Q- 108 31:5 
ce viticials abroad and commercial circles at home. A Foreign | Coke ................ 1-692 1:96: 13-8 
ed Kconomic Service is being established under the direction of | Lignite............ 15°36] 16-083 4-5 
or Dr. ‘Lépter, a Stettim merchant, and late Commercial | Lignite briquettes 0-118 0-126 10-1 
ed Attache to the German Legation at Copenhagen. | ‘The following table shows (in metric ewt.) the sales of the 
er TRANSIT OF GOODS IN DECEMBER | Austrian iron industry during 1917 as compared with the 
oo ) | : sani sales during 1916 (the publication of these figures has hither- 
ie Accerding to Algemeen Handelsblad Germany granted | to been prohibited, and statistics have not been kept in the 
- licences tor the transit of goods to Holland and Scandinavia | same form for 1918, after the dissolution of the lron 
lo from Switzerland via Germany during December to the |  Cartel):— 
” value of 19,179,023 francs; this exceeds the amount granted | 1917. 1916. 
1 iu November by a value of 6,703,500 trancs. In December Foundry crude iron ............ 967 353 (70,045 
; articles to the following values were exported to Holland Cast-1ronm pipes .............e eee. 269,625 321,756 
# through Germany: Silk, 891,471 francs; lace and em- | Halt-products ...............0. 3,807,825 3,562,074 
“A broideries, 1,459,811 francs; clocks, etc., 489,483 francs; | Bar iron and shape iron ...... 6,614,183 6,220,615 
“4 machines and electrical appilances, 2,476,534 francs; hats, | Girders and U-iron ....... aus 649,396 961,434 
: 81,559 francs; manufactured cotton goods, woven goods, | Coarse sheets ................6665. O41, 109 899,691 
. aluminium, etc., 1,024,964 francs; total, 6,403,830 francs. | Rails and small goods ......... 598,374 1,190,975 
IIE ii dedtccinnnnnebecsiiuian 935,891 1,374,066] 
. NT ah cieiidetuisaanenienbiinionds 21,539 19,039 
. | | ER eee Pe OR Or 112,638 100,864 
d AUSTRIA. | Steel PE i cneiisecuisacienins 369,056 410,342 
” Wheels and pairs of wheels... 330,998 392,262 
r MINING INDUSTRY. | one a 
» | MINING AND ENGINEERING INDUSTRIES IN lols. | . —, Potal wees, 14,214,000 16,223,758 
| “f tal ' Silat Te eee ae —(Neue Freie Presse.) 
- iS 1¢ Association of the Mining, Iron, and Engineering In- | 
( is dustries in Austria held its annual general meeting on 21st | 
p ‘4 December. ‘Lhe report on the condition of the industries in | FINANCE. 
e ¢ question during LJIS states that the armament industry | |NSURANCK COMPANIES AND MONEY TRANSPORT. 
2 and the production of war material of every kind suffered | aii NE POSER Tae a EER 
y froin shortage of coal, as did also the quality steel and tool | \ er my se iin wre soit pinnae cig toe“ Pepin agen ” 
1 steel industries. The first-named branches were neverthe- | AUStria are so uncertain and unsafe that the Viennese banks 
) less kept busy until the conclusion of hostilities made | have decided “0 send F Sgr = ways dbeggen,.caeagen- ye 
) necessary the adaptation of the factories to peace purposes. intragenic 1 The. » isons oe w _— sre oy “el 
The produc4ion of munitions was stopped in good time, and post or rail. oe CR Ry ey Se gy eee 
the production of peace commodities resumed. The cable | 'NSUFANCE Companies, 
’ factories suffered mainly from the shortage of metals. | —— 
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Customs Regulations and 
Tariff Changes. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 





AUSTRALIA. 





IMPORTATION OF GOODS IN) TINPLATE 
CONTAINERS. 

The High Commissioner for Australia is informed by the 
Commonwealth Government that the prohibition of the im- 
portation into Australia of certain goods when packed in 
tinplate containers (imposed by Proclamation dated 10th 
November, 1917) has been withdrawn. 


Te 


CANADA. 





IMPORTED ACETIC AND PYROLIGNEOUS 
ACID AND VINEGAK. 

The Board of Trade have received trom H.M. Trade 
Commissioner at Montreal copy of Customs Memoranduin, 
No. 2263n, dated 14th December, 1915, which contains copy 
of an Order-in-Council, dated 3rd December, 1918, specitying 
the Regulations for determining the strength of dinported 
Acetic and Pyroligneous Acids and Vinegar ior Customs duty 
purposes, with ettect from Ist January, 1919. The Order- 
in-Council of 7th June, 1890, containing the regulations pre- 
viously in force for that purpose, are cancelled by the 
present Order-in-Council. 

The regulations are as follows : — 

1. Samples of about one gill each, taken indiscriminately 
from one package of ten if in barrels, or one in twenty 1f In 
other packages, of all importations ot acetic and pyroligneous 
acids and vinegar dutiabie under the Customs ‘Larifi shall be 
submitted to test, and the result shall determine the amount 
of duty payable thereon. 

2. The testing shall be done at such ports and by such 
officers as the Minister of Customs and Inland Revenue may 
direct and in the following manner, viz. :— 

3. A normal solution of sodium hydrate (Na. H. QO.) shall 
be from time to time furnished by the Minister of Customs 
and inland Revenue to the otlicers to whom he may assign 
the duty of testing the strength of such acids or vinegar, 
together with a specially grauuated burette and calibrated 
pipette and such other apparatus as may be by him deemed 
advisable, as well as a solution of phenolphthalein to be used 
as an indicator. 

4. The solution shall be by the officers to whom entrusted 
at all times kept in well-stoppered bottles under lock and 
key in a cecl place, and any ot the soda solution once taken 
from the bottie shail not be again returned thereto. 

5. The pipette supplied shall be used for the acid er 
vinegar, and the burette for the soda solution.. They shail 
at all tunes be kept perfectly clean and immediately before 
using, each rinsed with a smail quantity of the acid, vinegar 
or soda for which it is to be used, such rinsings to be care- 
tully disposed of in such manner as to ensure that it shall 
not become mingled with any of that used in making thie 
test. 

6. Uhe acid, or vinegar pipette, shail then be filled to a 
point about one inch above the caiibrated line, by mouth 
suction, holding the liquid therein by quickly placing tue 
forefinger over the larger opening of the pipette and then, 
by a very slight release of the pressure of the finger, allow- 
ing the colamn of liquid to descend until the bottom of the 
sieniscus or curved line exactly touches the line when the 
eye is on the same level. Care must be taken of course that 
during the filling of the pipette by suction that none of the 
liquid gets in the mouth. | 

7. The acid or vinegar shall then be allowed to flow by 
releasing the finger from the upper end of the pipette, into 
the receiving flask, in such a manner as shall be designated 
by instructions accompanying the pipette. 

There shall then be added to the quantity so drawn into 
the receiving cup distilled water of not less than about an 
equal quantity to that of the acid or vinegar therein—in 
case such acid or vinegar is apparently weak or is dight 
coloured and a greater quantity in proportion to its 
apparent or suspected strength—using for very strong acid 
or dark-coloured vinegar four or five times its bulk—ihe 
exact quantity being immaterial. 
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¢. ‘To the acid or vinegar so reduced shall then be caretully 
added, by means of a small pipette, ten drops of the phenol- 
phthalein: and the mixture carefully stirred with a glags 
rod or agitated with a rotary motion in such manner as to 
insure its perfect admixture with the diluted acid or 
vinegar. 

¥. The larger burette shall be filled in like manner with 
the soda solution, the same precautions being taken to expe! 
the air bubbles, ete. ; ~ " 

ij. The soda solution shall then be carefully and slowly 
drawn into the receiving cup containing the acid or vinegar 
and phenol-phthalein mixture, the contents of the cup bein 
constantly stirred with the glass rod or agitated With : 
rotary motion in manner to ensure a perfect mingling of 
the solution with the contents of the cup—the eye being 
kept constantly on the contents of the cup to detect the 
first indications of an approaching neutralisation of the acid 
contained therein, which will be by the instantaneous 
appearance of a distinct though fleeting red-purple colour 
on the surface of the contents of the cup at the point where 
the soda strikes when falling thereon. 

At this point great care shall be taken and the soda 
solution allowed to fall into the cup drop by drop, until by 
the addition of one single drop the whole contents of the 
cup assumes the red-purple colour, which does not disappear 
on surring or agitating, but remains permanent. 

11. The quantity of the soda solution thus used in cubic 
centimetres and tenths thereof is multiplied by the factor 
‘ol, and the figure thus obtained is the percentage of acid 
in the importation subject to Customs duty. 

Kvach division on the burette is 1/10 (-1) of one cubic 
centimeter (cc.). ‘ 

12. In order to check the test, another filling of the pipette 
to the calibrated line (which is 10 cubic centimeters by 
volume) may be carried out as in the previous case, and the 
soda solution from the burette added, note being ‘taken of 
the number of cc’s necessary to produce a permanent colour 
wnen the two tests should agree to at least within two dro ; 
et the soda solution. The test shail then be an 
salisiactory and the result shall govern the duty payable 
under the terms of the Customs Tariff. ; 





SOUTH AFRICA. 





PROPOSED REVISION OF CUSTOMS TARIFP. 
The Board of Trade have been informed by H.M. Trade 
Commissioner in South Africa that it was receutly stated 
by the Acting-Prime Minister of the Union (Mr. F. S. 
Malan) that an Advisory Committee had been instructed to 
drait a tarifi of Customs duties which would enable South 
Atrican industries to keep their heads above water and 
prevent the country trom becoming a dumping-ground for 
other countries, fo a certain extent the question of 
Revenue would be borne in mind, as hitherto, in framing 
the Tarifi, but the maintenance of South African industries 
would be very largely kept in view 





CERTIFICATES OF ORIGIN AND INTEREST. 
Rn is stated in Government Notification No. 1487 that all 
-hipments of strawboards, granite, granite setts tor pavi 
on granite kerbstones, aie a one steer iat ptm, 
nd granit : er, 
1918, ier import into the Union of South Africa from the 
foliowing countries, viz., Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Hol- 
land, Switzerland, and Finland, must be accompanied by a 
certificate oi origin and interest in the form set forth in 
the first schedule to Proclamation No. 158 of 2Uth September, 
1916, as amended in the case of shipments: from Sweden by 
Proclamation No. 207 of 16th November, 1916. 


4 





KEDAH: PERLIS. 





IMPORT DUTY ON TOBACCO, ETC. 
_ With reference to the notice on p. 147 of the ‘“‘Board of 
Trade Journal” of 306th January, relative to the revised 
import duties on tobacco, cigars, ete. 


| Dols. Cts. 
4. Manufactured tobacco not provided 
IN ii ni scncnnndnaanbhonnndias cents per pikul 0 60 
should read :— 
4. Manufactured tobacco not provided 
EET -ikcckcnsutenteionaiabsvaninntresnnc’ per lb. 0 60 
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FOREIGN. 


ALSACE-LORRAINE, 


CUSTOMS AND IMPORT AND EXPORT 
PROHIBITION REGIME. 

The ‘* Journal Officiel’’ (Paris) for the 3lst January, 
contains a Ministerial Decree, dated the 30th January, re- 
specting the Customs régime in Alsace-Lorraine. A trans- 
lation of this Decree is subjoined : — 

Article I.—From the 1st February, 1919, shall be applic- 
able in Alsace and in Lorraine: 

The Customs Tariff established by the Law of the 11th 
January, 1892, and subsequent Laws [i.e., the present Tariff 
of Continental France] ; 

The statistical tax [on imports and Exports] established by 
the Laws of the 22nd January, 1872, the 8th April, 1910, and 
the 29th June, 1918; 

The accessory taxes levied under the heads of leading and 
sealing, warehousing, and administrative stamp duty: 

The internal taxes, the collection of which is made by the 
Customs Administration. 

Article I11.—There shall also be applicable in Alsace and 
in Lorraine, as from the Ist February, 1919, the Conven- 
tional régime (Customs and commercial) resulting from the 
existing Treaties, Conventions or Agreements between 
France and foreign countries, and in a general manner, all 
Laws, Ordinances, Decrees and Regulations relating to 
Customs and the Salt Tax which are at present applicable 
in France. | 

Article I11.—As from the same date, the import and ex- 
port prohibitions shall be enforced in Alsace and in Lor- 
raine under the same conditions as obtain in France, and 
under reserve of the derogations, general or special, already 
accorded, or which may in future be accorded in the usual 
form. 

The special taxes leviable under the head of ‘‘redevances”’ 
on the operations contemplated by the Laws of the 28th 
September, 1916, and the 20th January, 1919, shall be 
levied in Alsace and in Lorraine, according to the estab- 
lished rules.* 

[Notr.—It is understod that the foregoing Decree does 
not affect the privilege of temporary duty—free admission 
into Alsace of unbleached cotton tissues destined to he 
printed and afterwards re-exported—sce the notice at p. 755 
of the ‘‘Board of Trade Journal’’ for the 12th December, 
1918.] 











FRANCE—NETHERLANDS. 


DENUNCIATION OF COMMERCIAL 
AGREEMENTS. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
Oftice, of information to the effect that it has been officially 
notified at the Hague that the following commercial agree- 
ments between France and the Netherlands were denounced 
by the French Government on the 10th September, 1918. 
These agreements, which would become inoperative on the 
10th September, 1919, will be renewed tacitly for periods of 
three months as long as no fresh agreements have been 
concluded. The agreements which have been denounced are: 

1. The Declaration of 27th April, 1852, for the equalising 
of pilotage dues in both countries ; 

2. The Notes of 27th and 28th January, 1892, regulating 
the commercial relations between the Netherlands and 
France fa general ‘‘most-favoured-nation’’ Tariff agree- 
ment]: 

3. The arrangement of 3rd April, 1897, between the 
Netherlands and France regulating the relations between 
these States in Tunis; 

4. The agreement of 13th August, 1902, regulating the 
commercial relations hetween France and the Netherlands 
Colonies; and 

5. The arrangement of 18th August, 1910, respecting 

import duty on French wines in the Netherlands East Indies 
and on mineral oils in France. 


FRANCE AND ALGERIA 


GOODS ADMITTED WITHOUT IMPORT 
LICENCE (CORRECTION). 
With reference to the notice under the above heading at 
pages 148-152 of last week’s issue of the ‘‘Board of Trade 











*These are the fees which are pavable in connection with 
the issue of licences and permits in derogation of the French 
import and export prohibitions. These fees are designed to 
defray the expenses of the administration of the import and 
export prohibitions. 
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Journal,’ attention is drawn to the fact that ‘Tariff 
No. ex 316” (on page 150) should be corrected by deleting 
the word ‘‘not’’ betore the word ‘‘figuring.’’ The item as 
corrected should read:—‘‘ex 316, Compound Medicines: 
not specially mentioned in the Tariff, and figuring in any 
official pharmacopeeia.”’ 





“ITALY. 


IMPORTATION OF CODFISH ON PRIVATE 
ACCOUNT PROHIBITED. 

The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
Office, of information from H.M. Ambassador at Rome, to 
the effect that a Consortium, which has been constituted by 
the Italian Government at Genoa, has a monopoly of the 
importation and distribution of all codfish and stockfish 
until six months after the termination of the war. As from 
the 17th January, no licences for the importation of such 
fish were to be issued to private persons. The fish will be 
purchased by the Consortium in the country of crigin, and 
imported and sold at prices periodically fixed by the Govern- 
ment on the advice of the Consortium. 


MOROCCO. 


EXPORT PROHIBITION ON VEGETABLE HAIR 
WITHDRAWN. 

The Board of. Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
Oifice, of information from H.M. Agent and Consul-General 
at Tangier to the effect that by an Order of the Resident- 
General, dated the 26th December and published in the 
‘Bulletin Officiel”’ for the 6th January, the prohibition on 
the exportation of vegetable hair (crin végétal) from the 
French Zone has been withdrawn. 


NETHERLANDS. 
EXPORT PROHIBITIONS (CORRECTION). 


With reference to the notice at page 152 of last week’s 
issue of the ‘Board of Trade Journal’’ respecting the pro- 
hibition of the export of bricks, etc., from the Netherlands, 
the Board of Trade are now in receipt, through the Foreign 
Office, of a copy of the Decree of the 16th January, imposing 
these prohibitions. From this it appears the list of goods 
prohibited to be exported is as follows:-—Bricks, limesand- 
stone (kalkzandsteen), pumice stone, kiln-bricks, roofing 
tiles, baked sewer pipes, and freestone. 


RUSSIA. 
CUSTOMS TARIFF AT ODESSA. 


A telegram has been received from His Majesty’s Com- 
mercial Secretary at Odessa stating that the Customs tariff 
at Odessa for imports from the United Kingdom, British 
Dominions, and Allied countries is the general tariff of 1915 
and conventional tariff. This tariff came into force im 
September last. 


























VENEZUELA. 


INACCURATE DECLARATIONS OF THE WEIGHT 
OF IMPORTED GOODS. 

The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
Oftice, of copy of a despatch from H.M. Minister at Caracas 
forwarding copy of the reply of the Venezuelan Government 
to an enquiry which H.M. Minister had made respecting the. 
assessment of Customs duty on goods in cases where the 
weight of the goods as ascertained by Customs examination 
is less than the weight declared by the importer. 

The Minister of Finance states that the provisions of 
Articles 185 and 186 of the Venezuelan Customs Law have, 
amongst other objects, that of assessing the duties on im- 
ported merchandise on the basis of the weight ascertained 
by Customs examination when this proves to be less than 
the declared weight. For this purpose it is sufficient, at the 
request of the interested party, for the ascertained 
differences of weight to be recorded at the time of Customs 
examination and for the interested party to apply to the 
Ministry of Finance requesting that the duties may be 
assessed in conformity with the ascertained weight; and 
although the Ministry has the power to refuse such petitions, 
it is not the practice to refuse them if the formalities laid 
down in Article 186 have been complied with. 

* * * & * 





For convenience of reference a translation of Articles 185 
and 186 of the Venezuela Customs Law is appended : — 
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{rficle 185.—When the Customs examination shows the 
merehandise to be of a lower (Tariff) class or of less 
weight than that declared, duty shall be assessed and 
paid according to the declaration, the importer, how- 
ever, having the right to make application to the Minis- 
try of Finance asking that the duty may be assessed 
and paid in accordance with the result of the Customs 
examination. That Department has the power to ac- 
cede to or to refuse the request, according to the circum- 
stances of each case. 

Article 186.—When the importer desires to avail himself ot 
the privilege accorded by the preceding Article, he must 
record the fact at the time the goods are examined. In 
such ease, the examining officials in the presence of the 
(ustoms Administrator, and two merchants of standing 
shall record the importer’s desire on the clearance docu- 
ments, and shall also note the discrepancies ascertained 
by the examination. 

Paragraph 1.—In such cases the Customs Administrator may 
direct that the duties be paid according to the result 
(Tariff class, and weight) of the examination, requiring, 
however, a bond trom the importer, for the period of 
up to 60 days, for the difference of the duty, pending 
the result of the petition to the Minister of Finance. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


RULINGS RESPECTING IMPORT RESTRICTIONS 
Remevars From ‘‘ Restrictep ’’ Lists Nos. 1 anp 2. 

In a ruling (No. 458), dated the 24th December, the 
War Trade Board of the United States announced the re- 
moval of the sellowing items from the Lists of Restricted 
liaports Nos. 1 and 2 (see the notices at pages 514 and 746-7 
of “the ‘* Board of Trade Journal ’”’ for the 25th April and 
the 13th June, 1918, respectively), and that licences might 
lenceforth be issued for their importation when shipped 
from any primary overseas market, provided that the ap- 
plications are otherwise in order :— 

From List No. 1. 

Agricultural implements. 

Art works. 

Beads and ornaments. 

Manutactures of bone and horn. 

All acids. 

Muriate of ammonia. 

Fusel oil or amylic alcohol. 

Citrate of lime. 

All salts ot soda. 

Sumac, ground or unground. 

Chicory root, raw or roasted. 

Clocks and watches and parts thereof. 

Cocoa and chocolate, prepared or manufactured. 

Cryolite. 

Dials. 

Dice, draughts. chessmen, billiard balls, poker chips. 

Electric lamps. 

Manure salts. 

Fish hooks, rods and reels, artificial bait. 

Fluorspar. 

All fruits. 

Gelatine and manufactures thereot. 

Gold and silver manufactures, including jeweilery. 

Sulphur oil or olive foots 

{;rease. 

Hay. 

flops. 

[nfusorial and diatomaceous earth and Tripoli. 

Mantles for gas burners. 

Meerschaum, crude and manufactured. 

Musical instruments and parts thereof. 

Nickel. 

All expressed vegetable oils. 

Lemon oil. 

Non-mineral paints and varnishes. 

Pencils and pencil leads 

Penholders and pens. 

Perfumery, cosmetics, and toilet preparations. 

Phonographs, gramophones, graphophones, and_ paris 
thereot. 

Pipes and smokers’ articles. 

Plates, electrotvpe, stereotype, and lithographic, en- 
graved. 

Rennets. 

Artificial silks and manufactures thereof. 

Soap. 

Malt liquors. 

Wines. 

Other beverages. 
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Candy and confectionery. 
Tar and pitch of wood. 
Toys. 
limbrellas, parasols, sunshades, and sticks for 
All vegetables, either in) sheir natural state or 
prepared or preserved. 
Vinegar. 
Whatebone, unmanutactured. 
Manutactures of hair of camei, goat, and Alpaca 
Zinc. 
Krom List No. Z. 
Cyanide ot soda. 
Cheese. 
further removals from Lists of Restricted Linports Nos. 
l and 2 were announced in a Ruling (No. #69). dated the 
Ist January :— 
l'rom List No. 1 
Manutactures of cotton. 
Krom List No. 2. 
Lime. 
Tale and soapstone. 
Shellfish. 
Moiybdenum. 
Tobacco leat. 
Fish, tresh, cured, and preserved. 
Anunatl oils. 
Aloxite and bcrocarbone. 
Borax. 
Cement tor building purposes. 
Chloride of lime (or bleaching powder). 
Cyanide of soda. 
Dairy preducts. 
Lead. 
Maguesite. 
Meat products and preserved meats. 
Parafhin. 
Pumice. 
Starch. 
Stone and manufactures thereot. 
Argols or wine lees. 
Bones, hoofs and horns, unmanufactured. 
Baskets of wood, bamboo, straw, or compositions ot 
wood. 
Cork, unmanutactured, and manufactures thereof. 
Edible substances, not specially provided for in the 
Tariff schedules. 
Mans. 
uller’s earth. 
furniture. 
Furs and manufactures théreot. 
ulue and glue size. 
Glue stock and hide cuttings, raw. 
Hair, human, and manufactures thereot. 
Horsehair, artificial, and manufactures thereof. 
Ivory, animal, and manufactures thereof. 
Moss and seaweed. ° 
Paper and manufactures thereof. 
Paper stock, crude. 
Straw and grass, unmanufactured, and manufactures 
thereof. 
Tea waste, siftings or sweepings. 
Wuebracho wood. 
The War Trade Board also announce that the restriction 
upon the importation of gypsum has been removed. 
GENERAL Import Licence Covertnc Fresu Fruits anp 
FResH VEGETABLES FROM ALL Sources. 
The War Trade Board in Ruling No. 471, dated the 28th 


December, anneunced that general import licence PBF 21, 
issued August 19th, 1918, covering the importation of fruits 
and vegetables from Cuba, for shipments made on or before 
Deceinber 31st, 1918, has been revoked. A new general 
licence, to be known as PBF 24, has been issued covering 
the importation of all fresh fruits and fresh vegetables from 
all sources. The new general licence will be valid indefinitely 
until revoked. No individual import licences will therefore 
he required for such shipments. 

Import Restrictions on Batata, GuTta-Percua, Gerts- 

JOOLATONG, AND GuTTA-S1AK Lirtep. 


The War Trade Board announced (Ruling No. 456, dated 
the 23rd December) that restrictions upon the quantity of 
Balata, Gutta-Percha, Gutta-Joolatong, and Gutta-Siak 
which may be imported from overseas have been removed. 

This relaxation, however, does not authorise the importa- 
tion of any shipments of Balata, Gutta-Percha, Gutta- 
Joolatong, and Gutta-Siak from any country other than the 
primary or overseas markets. Applications for import 
licences for shipments now in countries other than the 
primary or overseas markets will not be considered until 
after March 19th, 1919. The same policy will be applied io 
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applications for hcences to import shipments of Balata, 
Gutta-Percha, Gutta-Joolatong, and Gutta-Siak now in the 
United States which have been made in violation of the 
regulations. 

; MISCELLANEOUS. 

Walnuts and filberts: List of Restricted Imports No. 1, 
item 35, has been amended by the removal of walnuts and 
filberts therefrom. (Ruling 462.) 

Dyewoods and cther natural dyestuffs: The War Trade 
Board announces that applications for licences to import dye- 
woods and other natural dyestuffs, including logwood, fustic, 
gambier, cutch, nut galls and mangrove bark extract, will 
new be considered. (Ruling 448.) 

Synthetic indigo: This commodity has been removed from 
List of Restricted [Imports No. 2. (Ruling 448.) 

Importation of Samples: The War Trade Board announce 
that applications will now be considered for the importation 
of samples of any article. In the case of articles the im- 
portation of which is restricted, an affidavit will be required, 
stating that the goods to be licensed will be used as samples 
only, and will not be placed on sale. (Ruling 451.) 


REMOVALS FROM THE EXPORT CONSERVATION 
LIST. 


The following articles have been removed from the Export 
Conservation List (c.f. the notice at p. 54 of the ‘‘Board of 
Trade Journal ”’ for the 9th January): — 

As from the 15th January: Glucose, syrups, viz., beet, 
cane, corn, invert sugar, and maple. (Ruling 452.) 

As from the 4th January: Dried apples, beef drippings, 
corn grits, garden seed, mammoth clover seed, dried peaches, 
seed peas, dried prunes, sugar beet seeds, vegetable seeds. 

[Red clover seed remains on the Conservation List.] (Rul- 
ing 467.) 


— 
ee 


Government Notices 
affecting Trade. 


EXPORT AND IMPORT SECTION. 
RELAXATION OF EXPORT PROHIBITIONS. 














The Board of Trade announce that the following relaxa- 
tion of the existing prohibitions of export will be brought 
into force as trom to-day. lurther relaxations will be 
announced in subsequent issues of the ‘‘Journal.’’ 


A. EXPORT PROHIBITIONS. 

The following is a list of the articles affected and of the 
changes made in the nature of the prohibitions applicable to 
each. In explanation of the changes it should be noted that 
goods on List A are prohibited to all destinations, and goods 
on List B to all destinations outside the British Empire, 
while goods on List C are prohibited only to countries 
neighbouring enemy countries.* 

It will of course be understood that the existing position 
regarding trading with enemy countries is in no way affected 
by these modifications. 

(Note.—Attention is called to the fact that by the 
Proclamation of the Ist October, 1918, all goods, whether 
mentioned by name or not (except printed matter and 
accompanied personal effects) are prohibited on List C.] 


HEADINGS TRANSFERRED FROM ONE LIST TO 


ANOTHER. 

Heading. From. To. 
Aerated and mineral waters .................. A C 
Boots and shoes (children’s), with soles or 

SN St I © dnscncaussnadsenevcssannens A C 
Iridium and its alloys and manufactures 

re B © 

Se ae ee ), A C 





“All Destinations in European and Asiatic Russia and in 
other Foreign Countries in Europe and on the Mediter- 
ranean, except France and French Possessions, Italy and 
Italian Possessions, Belgium, Portugal, Greece, Spain and 
Morocco, Palestine and Syria, as far north as a line from 
Alexandretta to Aleppo inclusive, and as far East as the 
Hejaz railway inclusive, and to all parts in any such foreign 
countries. 


eS 
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HEADINGS TO BE TRANSFERRED FROM ONE LIst 
TO ANOTHER. 


: Heading. Irom To. 
*Hair, animal, and tops noils, mixture 
waste and yarns thereof ............ee00 A C 
[*This prohibition relates only to such 
cominodities as horse hair, cattle hair, 
rabbit fur, ete., which are not strictly 
speaking textile hairs. Lt does not include 
such substitutes for wool as mohair, alpaca, 
cashmere, camel hair, ete., which remain 
on List A.| 
Be WE BUFO CE BAM ances scessccescrcsecccenees A C 
BY BIE . Scicndinsnxnsnncstcnnnsdearneonentnmncesanes J C 
CHEMICALS. 
CN GE SII. vecacincrcasasesaneeesasecscececs A C 
Phosgene (carbonyl chloride) ............... A C 
+Tin, compounds of, except chlorides and 
OIE GE GI. | nncces tnsinccctecessaconsssssascnes B C 
i EM sd cisesniansdieceriscccenniormmann A C 


+Chlorides of tin are already on List C. 


HEADINGS ALTERED. 
Delete. Substitute 
(A) Barley, barley meal, and (A) Barley and barley meal. 
pearled and pot barley. (C) Pearled and pot barley. 
(A) Spirits, potable, of a (A) Spirits, potable, of a 
streneth less than 43 deg. strength less than 43 deg. 
above proof. above proof, except gin. 
(C) Gin. 
Tea, including tea waste, (A) Tea other than green tea, 
sweepings, dust and Huff, including tea waste, 
whether denatured or sweepings, dust and fluff, 
not. whether denatured or 
not. 
(C) Tea, green. 
(A) Telegraphs (including (A) Telegraphs and _ tele- 
wireless) and telephones, phones, wireless, and 
and instruments and instruments and material 
material for, including for W/T apparatus, in- 


— 


(A 


—— 


valves for W/T  ap- cluding valves. 
paratus. (C) Telegraphs and_ tele- 


phones other than wire- 
less, and instruments and 
material for such _ tele- 
graphs or telephones. 


APPLICATION FOR 
LICENCES. 

The Director of the War Trade Department announces 
that, having regard to the circumstances now existing, and 
subject to any further notification which it may hereafter 
become necessary to make, ‘he is prepared (except in the case 
of applications for jicences to export cotton and manufactures 
of cotton) to dispense with answers being given in the usual 
manrer to the enquiries hereinafter mentioned, which are 
set forth in the forms of application marked ‘‘A’’ and ‘‘B.”’ 

Should it be desired in any exceptional case that an 
answer should be given to any of these enquiries, a special 
letter or notice will be addressed to the exporter concerned 
after the receipt of the relative application. 

(a) (2) Description of consignor’s business and how long 
established. 

(m) Purpose for which the goods are to be used. 

(n) (1) Are they completely manufactured ready for 
shipment? If not, how long will it take to com- 
plete them? 

(2) State nature of packing material. 
(o) (1) If the goods have been imported, state— 
(a) the country of origin, and 
(b) the approximate date of import. ~ 
(2) If not imported state name of manufacturer. 

(q) If the goods are not actually your own property on 
this date, briefly explain the circumstances. 

(s) (1) Were you engaged in supplying goods of this 
description to this consignee prior to August, 
1914? 

(2) If not, state when you commenced to do so. 

(3) If the'answer to (1) above is in the affirmative 
state whether your present trade (of which this 
order torms a part) with this consignee is normal 
as compared with your pre-war trade with him in 
goods of this description. 

(4) If the answer to (3) is in the negative state the 
reason for the increase (if any). , 

Moreover, the following questions need only be answered 
in respects of exports to Norway, Sweden, Denmark, 





FORMS OF EXPOLP 


_ Holland, Switzerland, and Spain:— 


(i) Name and address of forwarding agent at port of 
discharge. 
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(j) Full name and _ postal address of agent abroad 
through whom the order was secured. 

(p) Have you a firm order tor the goods? 

(r) Do you heid any guarantee aitesied by a British 
Consul, or other recognised authority, against re- 
export of the goods in any torm’ If so, the 
guarantee as furnished to you should be annezed. 

(s) (1) Were you engaged in supplying goods of this 
description to this consignee prror to August, 
i914? 

(2) If not, state when you commenced to do so. 

(3) If the answer to (1) above is in the affirmative, 
state whether your present trade (of which the 
order forms a part) with this consignee is normal 
as compared with your pre-war trade with him 
in goods of this description. 

(4) If the answer to (3) is in the negative state the 
reason for the increase (if any). 


LICENCES FOR CERTAIN POOD ENPORTS. 

The Department of Overseas Trade are informed by the 
War Trade Department that they are now granting licences 
freely for baking powder, imported peas, beans and lentils, 
whether split or whole. They are also informed that the 
Ministry of Food have large stocks of returned army stores 
(meat and vegetable rations) for which the War Trade 
Department are prepared to grant licences freely if firms 
weuld buy them from the Ministry of Food for export. 
licences are also being granted for lemons to the extent 
ot 300 tons a month, and condensed milk 500 tons a month. 
Guarantees against re-export will, of course, be necessary in 
the case of exports to Scandinavia, Holland and Switzerland. 


GOODS WANTED IN SEBERLA. 

In a telegram and despatch received from the British 
Commercial Comnissioner at Viadivostok (Mr. Harold 
Porter), it is stated that the goods quoted below are wanted 
in Siberia. The lst is not a complete statement of the im- 
mediate requirements in Siberia, and any further lists will 
be published as soon as received. 


Sugar: 30,000 tons. 


Textiles: 16,000 .5 apportioned 
as follows : — 
ET ee ae ee ee oe 1.600° tons. 
TT ne 3.200... 
Woollen Dress Material .... 1.600 os 
Print Mlannelette and 
cotton dress material ...... O400  ,, 
eee 2.400) 
Cotton Headcoverings and 
Handkerchiefs ............... S00 


Footwear: 1,000,000 pairs. These 
are for use in towns. They are worn more with 
galoshes than without, and should be fairly light in 
weight. 
gwen ibnciidnwetiunnnt 1) per cent. 

RE ee ee eer {1) 

I Oe eit i a iat ee. eee 

6,000,000 pairs of heavy and medium weight leather 
soles. 

These are required for use in the country and 
villages. Leather for the uppers is available in 
Siberia and the boots will be made up there. 

Machinery to fit up 5 boot factories (output of each 400 
pairs daily) 
Outfits of Bootmaking Tools (for small workshops em- 


ploying ten to thirty workmen) 2,000 
Bootmaking machines: 500 
Agricultural Implements and Machinery: 
RN ed ee 20 000 
Reaping attachments for mowers .... 8,000 
ca al ae 20.000 
SEE EET OT TT 12,000 
PETE ce en ae ee 4,000 
Lobogriki Reapers ............. seRaisidaiillles 0 12,000 
Grinders (for sharpening knives of 

harvesting machines) ................... 12,000 
Harrows (smoothing) ..................... 27 000 
i REET eee ee 500 
si (Springtooth) .......... il oeged ke 00 
a EERSTE Seer) ere 4,000 
PORGONSS GOOTOTE ........000.065000000000. 1,000 
PUREED CORO MOOR) 2... 5. cececccccsccecess 1,400 
I i tah 2.900 
ARERR er nee ene nae ae 100 

I i 3,600 tons. 
Scales (Portable) ............................ 2 000 
Seales (Stationary) ....................0000. 300 
Ploughs (Anglo-Bulgarian type) ...... 40.000) 
Ploughs (Rubsack type) .........0........ 40,000 


Ploughs (Dise pattern with seats) ... 10,000 


TRADE JOURNAL. 


FEBRUARY 6, 1914 


GOVERNMENT NOTICES AFFBCTING TRADE. —continueg 





Sulky Horse Ploughs ..................... 20,000 
Threshers (Ural horse) ..................... 4,000 
ND soci inadabiduncdwadanarnideainnueede’ 20 000 
I ssi anu ssctuaiidiuheienniiebesies 155,000 feet, 
I iiidiuccncinceswsinsdodiseansdavkwes 00,000 feet, 
i aut ansiecsteannblonnewanes 1,500 
I ess eit ielsietdauecsiediexe 30) 
Wool carding machines .................. oU0 


Carding Band tor wool carding . 4,000 vards 
Combined machine for dividing tare 

seeds from sound seeds and grad- 

NE SI BNO nxtidcnesaiennssssesescenveses 1,000 
Diagonal tlour roller stands with 2 

pairs of serrated rollers of hardened 

iron with automatic disconnection 

EE - hitiicieaneicamatindiscancasaarcnnires 200 
Portable Naphtha Engines vertical 

two-tact (cycle) with circulating 

water cooling system and friction 


SIE inrenkenacnanavencnennseceds 200 
Portable steam engine with super- 

heater of the Garrett type ............ 100 
SE NED sac cnnsnknsccisusdadvennisee 332.000 feet. 
Belting (camel hair) ...... ................. 360,000 feet. 
PID: satiecssesacisanesscenens aaitne tienen 16,000 
Colonist waggons without bodies ....... 10,000 
Colonist waggons with bodies ............ at} 
Light waggons for town use ............ 500 
Lathes 40U to 1,000 millimetre ......... 100 
Drilling machines (hand, with single 

or double transmission) ...... Saltese AQ0 
Flour milling machines (type Doveric 

DE sii einetmitideniedgagindenapisscices 100 
Crude oil motors (3 to 12 h.p.) ......... 500 


Cultivators (for turning earth over 
young crops and spreading manure} — 5,000 


NN Ric uaciicanisceaniiaenani in aenenueaniaaen 200,000 
OI TT ON Eat eo Ra ae 300,000 
SN aii cick ie esa aitied asim ahekun 90,000 
Forks (without handles) .................. 200,000 
Steel shovels (without handles) ......... 100,000 
WE SEP TIIIIE) oie soc ccosie ses seccsencsvs 20.000 
EE SUED enincdcsicaccssisveccsscess — 900) 
Saws (for saw-mills) ..................... 2,000 
[ron gearing for grinder stones ......... 5.00) 


hand 3,500 

foot 1,500 
I di ciniticcndnnuedacntnunpetins 3,600,000 Ths. 
EE TO TROT TRE 1,000 tons. 
Files and various carpenters cools. 

value £12,000 

Bags for flour and grain ............ 25.9000, 000 
A large quantity of fitters’, black- 

smiths’ and joiners’ tools and in- 

struments 
Spare parts and accessories for machines, 

especially cutting parts and gear wheels. 

Licences are readily granted by the War Trade Depart- 
ment (Central Buildings, Westminster, S.W.1.) for export 
to Siberia of goods needed there, so far as stocks in the 
United Kingdom permit. General information about trade 
in Siberia and detailed information respecting the above list 
can be obtained from the Russian Section, Department of 
Overseas Trade, 7, Whitehall Gardens, S.W.1. 

Attention is directed to an announcement in the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade Section about the rate of exchange 
for roubles at Vladivostok. 

The position with regard to rail transport in Siberia is far 
from satisfactory, and there is the further difficulty that at 
the present moment the tonnage available for shipments from 
the United Kingdom to Vladivostok cannot be utilised owing 
to congestion in the storage accommodation in the port 
named. 

Every effort is being made to overcome these tio obstacles 
which stand in the way of exports to Siberia. 





EXPORTS OF WOOL, ETC., TO BELGIUM 
AND PORTUGAL, 

The Director of the War Trade Department announces 
that he is prepared to consider applications for licences to 
expcrt limited quantities of the following goods to the 
countries named :— 

(a) Wool Waste, Noils, Yarn and Merino Tops to 
Belgium. 
(b) Wool Tops, Shoddies and Yarn to Portugal. 
The applications should be forwarded direct to the 
Secretary of the War Trade Department, 4, Central Build- 
ings, Westminster, S.D. 1. 
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APPROVED CONSIGNEES IN CHINA. Inckuding new Excluding new 
. importations  linportations 
7 The following names are added to the list of persons and on cars or on cars or 
a hodies of persons to whom articles to be exported to China motor cycles. motor cycles. 
eet, mav he consigned : — Number. Wemner. 
Arendorti, Anker, Shanghai. Rubber Covers for Automobiles......... 17.000 25,000 
Asiatic Commercial Co., Shanghai. tubber Tubes for Automobiles ......... 5,300 10,000 
Yarling. Joseph R Solid Tyres for Trucks ................ . 1,100 1.500 
Darling, Joseph R. yr “ae : 2 nn 
yards ~~ Rilm Corporati Rubber Tyres for Motor Cycles ...... 2,100 2. SK 
Fox Film Corporation. Rubber Tubes for Motor Cycles 2,100 2,500 
Shibakawa and Co., Ltd., Shanghai. = — . ree ee See 
Uchida Trading Co., Ltd., Shanghai and Hankow. 4 — —_ 
Yebara and Co., Shanghai. eee ew reonstvasens 00 g 
Yih Chong and Co., Shanghai. Leather = Manufactures, — exciuding P eee 
io ee eeseaiideiain acid aye . . | machine belting ............cccecse. 200 Unrationed. 
The tollowing corrections are notified in the list of persons S rire 
and bodies of persons to whom articles to be exported to SWEDEN. — . 
China may be consigned :— _ ot nig Ration 
Shahmoon, EK. E., Shanghai, Shahmoon, S. E., Shanghai, M. Tone ML. ~ ee 
' ; ons ivi. ns. 
should vead * _ ; = 
Shal an an fy Bamboag, Rattans and Canes ......... 100 25 
Shahmoon, EK. KE. and Ss. EF. D > ae ae 400 650 
Gg > | ' . Borax and Boracic Acid _............... 
Susmann, Paul and Co. (Manchester) (Burn, S. J., Rep.), GRMN cccéncdecececcaceceecescneuvan i 0 
swatow, Canned Fruit and Jams .................. , 230) 1,000 
et : should read Canned Provisions .......... saaiihentenae t 1,500 
nny Susmann, Paul and Co. (Manchester) Citric and Tartaric Acid ............... 100 150 
(Burn, SS. J. Representative), Clover Seed et: ee ere 400 850 
Shanghai. I  ahasteeSenvencnes ‘iaaseenacdllieinuie 25.000 35,000 
The tollowing name is removed from the list of persons RE cic dniekneatnnmeniiamerestionnbeiaies 100 - 200 
4. > ° x ; : 7 ’ 7 ; fires 7 
and bodies of persons to whom articles to be exported to Cotton and Cotton Manutactures ...... 18 000 51,000 
China may | ynsiened : I ii Se ae wcsindinistes ee 9,000 6,000 
1ina may be consigned : — “ply nt gored 
Washin and Co.. Shanghai Edible Outs and Fats ................. | 7 O00 10,000 
_ a . ae PI IIE Ss iced ctacsssivsxene. atvastedwds 2.500 No limit. 
. : ee Fruit Nuts and Kernels cere ee 750 1,500 
STEEL EXPORTS Graphite Crucibles...................006. 200 550 
— << atau i ata ies ve SGnd eadasswnecienwhowes 600 750 
The Minister of Munitions gives notice that, following on COMER kviccececsccaricre’ calean outs 250 _ pe 
_— ‘ . ‘ a . . . »? >. W ree -y dD, J 
the withdrawal on 3lst January of the certain subsidies on tig I Ma ner “onocenchanaas ; 5,000 t 1500 
: . | ow and Manutactures .............. ae s€ 
steel, the drawbacks payable to the Government in respect Fides : » 3,000 
of exports of steel have been reduced as from Ist February. Leather  ......cccccoccccccecceeee eas ) 7.200 ) 2,500 
Particulars of the reduced rates of drawbacks may be Leather Manufactures ...............05 2,00 
. ‘ ‘ ee a an ae 
obtained on application to the Ministry of Munitions Steel Jute ..... tet eee ees eee e cence ence ee eens eeneee es | 3,000 2000 
Department (Room 104), Hotel Victoria, W.C. 2. Jute Manulactures ..........--.-.0000++. sie 
: | Mineral Ouls— 
— OS RS oe ere sepa 10,000 13,000 
TX ri 1 PR 4 ee etrole 90,000 115,000 
EXPO! i () |}: BRISTI ES LN ) ' } } ) Petroleum SE ee ne Pee Orne ; LO, 
| ~ “ AND ANIMAL HAIR iia wawiniinacaiasiomnashinpe 15,000 19,000 
TO SWEDEN. PE I, ns. ccoxenssenesinnvesunnneane 2,000 5.000 
. TR cnccccskadesnvannssieneenines 40 100 
". ys rectar ce ti a 1% AC? _, Sehdeseedsaesasannese 
The Director of the W ar Trad Department ANNoUNces Pepper and Pimento ........6.......- eel gag , 400 
that he is prepared to consider applications for licences to eR , 750 
export reasonable quantities of Bristles and Animal Hair to Raw Phosphates  ............c0-ceeeeeeeers: 80,000 100,000 
Sweden. Re ne ee ee eee “an 5,000 
5 a _ ' Silk fother thi ‘Aw & raste) ...... 25 
| page should be supported by Guarantees endorsed — than raw and waste) aan , a 
yyV t 10 Si dis h sr S ¥ _— . ‘ , ; a q ‘ ’ : - a = pail c .. eeeeeece <- coer eOeeeeeseeseesesesesese ° i > 
. Sighs Brushmak sng anid Horsehair Spinners’ Raw Soda Ash and Carbonate ............... 10,000 Unrationed. 
Material and Import Association. ae Laer svsiejidaces: > a No limit. 
nnanaubagueind , Starches and Sato ........ eearatkateelin 250 UU 
YPORDS T Sede anes ND Cea seinheanenkancestiqenses bis dueneayeiniti 10,000 30,000 
| EXPORTS TO NORWAY, SWEDEN, DENMARK eit cnicanisendiciduineaqenesnhervepincens 240 300 
AND HOLLAND. erat cuuredneueaiaiins sexcsecsee “Se 5,500 
ETS ETTORE TT 400 500 
rt r INCREASED RATIONS. TE GI WHS kssiccesisinciasssinssns 250 450 
” fhe Director of the War Trade Department announces Other Rubber Manutactures —........, ; = = 
lo that the quantities of the goods hereinafier specified which a 1 20 | 100 
"1 may be imported by Norway, Sweden, Denmark and Holland, 360 400 
f under the agreements with the Allied Governments, have DENMARIK 
| been largely increased. aaa : ra . 
er Previous New 
a NORWAY Ration. Ration. 
e ‘ sina : , M. Tons. M. Tons. 
Y ~. — Y : —_— , +» 

Previous New Aluminium and Manufactures ......... 132 150 
vation. Ration, SEINE |. scunxnsatanndecinvecsueonnnss 100 Unrationed. 
' ie ee ) M. Tons, M. ‘Tons. Boots and Shoes, other than of 

x00ls and Saoes, mostly rubbers 200 To be unrationed BD «sc csacanibcnenanbentannnnbenns 200 Unrationed. 
, Borex and Boss , ' in future. Other Leather Manufactures,  ex- 
y a and Boric Acid .................. 80 140 cluding leather machine belting 200 Unrationed. 
b Co rr. cexwiortanes peeeer rt seranetes ceeeeeeeces 14,500 _ 15,500 Calcined Soda, Soda Ash, ete. ...... 12,500 Unrationed. 
otton, Raw, Linters and Waste ..... 3,700 5,000 RN tain tech tla ehatiinsibianses 16,000 18.000 
2 a ae ar and Thread ......_ 2,000 2.700 Corkwood and Manufactures ............ 1.200 2 400 
| j N q Re m~ . Ls nn 
ial suing Nets itetteeeeceee seen 150 250 Cotton, Raw and Linters ............ | 5 900 (7.500 
ther manufactures of Cotton ...... . 2,575 5.200 Waste Pin ' 1 800 
. . . - ’ . a 7 a bs = SOk4JF e282 ee Rewee ee eeneee eee ee ree r 
np, ~ and Flax, raw ........... 3,100 5,000 Yarn, Thread and Twine ............... 2.000 2.700 
“ane and Thread Stee eee eenes ees 800 800 Other Manufactures _..................... 4.000 6,900 
9 topes and Cordage, including Citric Acid 1” 30 
s - eg | MAEM srievnccerscseesscsesenecenesases 2 ; . 
Cor Yarn and Binde I CINE os onnenosiesecsdsesensaxess i0 Unrationed., 
Ot) Twine — ........  Nalaaa~°yoneial 900 800 i cv denieniieswaneres 740 Unrationed. 
3 manulactures of blax, Hemp. Fruit Nuts and Kernels, other than 
— FURS BE TOW ........00060.--sssees. 1,500 2.500 Apricot and Peach Kernels ...... 500 1.300 
ead and manufactures ................ 1,000 2, 0CO ID -adosscencinsicunkensennseuctonmnnieunits 100 409 
er: Re) I ecerncennenes sevaeeeees — | 
ie nara Hemp and Manufactures—Cordage, | tncluded with 
NEE “Mab saceRINNKISS Aioscedrinesecees 1.000  — = 2,000 including Coir Yarn, excluding ; Raw Hemp 1,200 
(To include potato DE TI, | wisicesivtetasvncacevenecs 
ool flour. ) Tete Miatiidtanns / Included with 
y Dried Fruit ...... eB EPR ae eee 4,000 5.000 or Pane. See ennsaks eer yynasrenee Raw Jute. 6.500 
' _ Mineral Oils .......... a 90.000 Lead and Lead Manufactures ......... 3,000 3,500 
} Sauces and Pickles ......... ne eee 80 100 Mineral Oils— 
Sik Yarns and Tissues ............... 110 150 Rie CIE a. ie. ans esnncdsues sss 7,000 10,000 
Tea Ray eee er ne ROC oe 160 200 SA Pe a 5,640 90.000 
Ee a an ee 3.000 3.500 Refined Petroleum and Fuel Oils 67,160 90,000 
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Previous New 
Ration Ration 
M. Tons. M. Tons. 


Motor and Motor Cycle Covers and 


a 250 Unrationed. 
Other Rubber Articles and Manu- 

I ee Sk be) a 100 200 
Nitrates and other Fertilisers ......... 55,000 40,000 
ASS eae eae eee 600 800 
Rubber Footwear _..................ce.... 100 150 
Silk Yarn, Tissues and Manufactures 200 500 
Soaps and Powders ......................5. 400 1,500 
Sulphur SELES ee PCa ee 270 500 
ES en eae Fe eR 600 700 
SE err ae ree 5,700 6,500 
Vegetable Fibres ...................0...000. 1,000 1,500 


Zinc and Manufactures’ excluding 


Solid Zinc Sheets. ................ , 2,700 35,000 
HOLLAND 
Present New 
Ration. Ration. 
M. Tons. M. Tons. 
Aluminium and Manuiactures ...... 50 200 
Animal Hair and Bristles .. | 50 100 
re errr oiiiatuten 25 No limit. 
Asbestos and Manufactures ............ 600 860 
(Not more tlan 
500 raw.) 
pemsime end Petrol ....................... 9,000 14,000 
Borax and Boracic Acid ......... ee 600 1,200 
Bread-making Cereals .............. all 525,000 600,000 
Canned and Bottled Goods i mbargoed. 1.000 
Calcium Carbide ............ Kecsesacsece Gree 8,000 
Casoid Biscuits and Flour scant tae 24 No limit. 
(Chilean Nitrates ....... cabcspanvecesoevcs. Me 150,000 
(Afterwards 
increased 
to 70,000. ) 
Cocoa Beans ...... ere ee 8,000 9.000 
Coffee ....... siadenast esessedceses ae 40,000 
OD on Sees dae 750 yo 
Copper and Alloys ...... ..............+ ; 0, 
Copper Manufactures. ..................... — ' 4,000 
_ 24,000 | 27,000 
Cotton (Raw and Waste, Yarn and Cotton and . 10000 
Thread Manufactures ............ cotton | pein 
goods 10,000 
Dried Fruit (Currants, Figs, Dates, 
POMRMEMS onc ..ccccvsecees. eee Nil 17,500 
Fodder oe shank tidusadanscd 300,000 750 000 


(Consisting of 500,000 tons 


of maize and 250.000 of 


other kinds of fodder.) 
** 4 ry 


Fresh Fruit—Lemons ..................... Nil 000 

es Nil 19 000 
A ES ee ea 20 000 50,000 
Graphite, Plumbago and Crucibles ... 100 175 
SE dnsicendchadimaiituabahirlaiiéniiiinmasinie ' 3 500 ; 6,000 
Hemp Yarns and Manufactures .........' ~’ ' 6,000 
EE | Susshlsdinrinsetchaibabbasscleuionass 200 1,000 
a td | 10,000 
Jute Yarns and Manufactures ......... 1 5.000 12.000 
Lead and Leadware ..................... 4,000 8 000 


Leather Manufactures, other than 


machine belting .................... 


Unrationed. 


a eacicineaics atin Sela 10 Ne ration. 
Lubricating Oil _............ ee ee 11,000 14,000 
Motor-car Tyres, Tubes .................. 40,000 45 000 
Motor-cycle Tyres, Tubes ...... ... 23,000 27 ,000 
a mens abides a eS 75 100 
Nuts, Kernels ........ Fchncianiinien nacional ) 2,000 
I adnate alle ace laceheersicninibnbiit ; 1,000 ' 2.006 
Paratin Wax and other Waxes ..... 2,05 2.500 
er 40,000 100 090 
I eer eae .. 100,000 140,000 
Pyrites for Fertilisers ..................... 22,000 50,000 
RR 1,750 5,000 
Rubber Manufactures (excluding 
tyres and tubes) ....... me: 200 S00 
Suk Manufactures ...............000.. 205 500 
Sulphate of Copper ..................... 250 1,000 
Tale (powdered) a siiaaibes fe 500 No limit. 
ae eaepavcee dak ; 5,000 6,000 
Tobacco... atetieepeieae .... 22,000 35,000 
(Raw tobacco only.) 
(Cigarettes and 
smoking tobacco 
- unrationed. ) 
re A cen ae 1,500 3, 
NE i eed atic sa sa cienapiwanis 60 100 
Varnishes and Lacquers ............... 150 


300 

Whenever the stocks of these goods in the United Kingdom 
are more than sufficient to meet home requirements, licences 
tor export from the United Kingdom to approved consignees 
in the Neutral Countries will be freely granted until such 
time as the quantity which may be imported by those 
countries has been reached. A valid certificate from the 
appropriate Import Association must accompany each 
application for a licence. ; 
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GOVERNMENT NOTICES AFFECTING TRADE—continied., 


OPEN GENERAL LICENCE FOR RAILWAY 
ROLLING STOCK. 

The Director of the War Trade Department refers to the 
notice on page 89 of the ‘‘Board of ‘trade Journal’ of the 
l6th January, 1919, indicating that railway rolling stock 
might be exported under an open general licence (except to 
those destinations to which goods on List C are prohibited 
from export), and announces that he is advised that owing 
to home requirements it is desirable that for the present 
imy open general licence should be limited to second-hand 
rolling stock and material. 

The existing open general licence will therefore be revoked 
on the 13th instant, and a revised open genera! licence, 
relating only to second-hand railway rolling stock and 
material, will be issued on that date, after which application 
must be made to the War Trade Department for specific 
licences in connection with exports to any destination of new 
goods of this description. 








EXPORTS OF COTTON YARN AND THREA) 
TO DENMARK. 

The Director of the War Trade Vepartment notifies that 
the Cotton Export Committee hope shortly to be in a position 
to deal with further applications fer licences to export eotton 
yarn and thread to Denmark. Applications for licences may 
therefore be submitted if accompanied by a certificate of 
guarantee from one of the approved Danish Associations and 
irrespective of the date of the certificate. 


SXPORT OF HIDES. 


The Director of the War Trade Department announces 
that he is now prepared to entertain applications for licences 
to export to approved destinations Light Foreign Hides 
provided evidence accompanies the applications to the effect 
that the hides in question have been recently offered at a 
reasonable price to tanners in this country, and have been 
rejected by them. 








OPEN GENERAL LICENCE FOR EXPORT OF 
CERTAIN GOODS. 

The Director of the War Trade Department announces 
that an open general licence has been issued permitting the 
exportation of the undermentioned goods to all destinations, 
except European or Asiatic Russia and other foreign destina- 
tions in Europe or on the Mediterranean Sea (other than 
France and french possessions, or Italy and Italian 
possessions, Belgium, Portugal, Spain, Greece, Morocco, 
Palestine and Syria, as far north as a line from Alexan- 
dretta to Aleppo inclusive, and as tar east as the Hejaz 
railway inclusive) :— 

Bird Seed. 
Biancmange Powder. 
Browning. 

Custard Powder. 
Pudding Powders. 
Chillies. 

Ginger Beer Powders. 
Health Salt. 
Lemonade Powder. 
Vanilla Custard. 
Ege Substitute. 

ApplHcations to the War Trade Department will in tuture 
not be required in respect of any of these goods when it is 
desired to export them to destinations other than those 
specified. 


RECONSTRUCTION SECTION. 
RUSSIAN FLAX AND TOW. 


The Flax Contro] Board announces that the Army Council 
have made an Order authorising dealings in Russian Flax 
and Tow on the same terms as those already in force in the 
case of Dutch and other imported Flaxes. Persons other 
than consumers are now permitted to make unrestricted 
purchases for import of all imported Flaxes. The permit of 
the Flax Control Board is required for sales to and pur- 
chases by consumers. Applications for permits should he 
addressed to the Flax Control Board (Scottish Sub-Com- 
mittee), 10, Victoria Chambers, Dundee, or to the Flax 
Control Board (Irish Sub-Committee), 31, Wellington Place, 
Belfast. 





IRON AND STEEL PRICES. 

The Minister of Munitions gives notice of the following 
alterations and additions to Maximum and Fixed Prices to 
take effect on Ist February, and to apply until further 
notice :— 
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GOVERNMENT NOTICES AFFECTING TRADE—continued. 








HomME PRICES. 


t.—Tinplates and Terneplates.——An addition of 9d. per 
hox to the maximum — notified on 24th January. The 

ised prices are as follows :— 
Phebe Tinplates.—IC, 20 x 14, 112 sheets, 108 ib., 33s. 3d. 
er box; DC, 25 x 17, 50 sheets, 94 lb., 32s. 3d. per box; 
SDC, 22 x 15, 100 sheets, 163 lb., 48s. 9d. per box. 
Terneplates, 31s. 3d. per basis box, 7.¢., 2s. per box less 

Tinplates. 

mall saiien as per list published 24th January, 1919. ; 
9—Steel Slabs, Thin Plates, etc., Levised Prices.—Steel 
Slabs, Piates, Strips and Pieces cut from plates suitable for 
re-rolling, £11 12s. 6d. per ton. 

Steel Plates, Sheets and Black Plate, all open annealed, 
roduced in Sheet Mills—10 tons and upwards of one size 
and thickness, above 3-16th thick, £19 2s. 6d. per ton; 
2.16th thick down to and including jth thick, £19 7s. 6d. 
per tou; under 1th thick, no maximum. All extras as stated 
in list published 27th January, 1919. . 
[Notr.—-The maximum price of £16 per ton for thin plates 
on Schedule S.H.1 applies to Steelmakers only.] . 

3. Sheet Bars and Tinplate Bars.—Revised maximum 
price, £11 12s, 6d. per ton. 

4.—Export Prices. 

The following additions are made to List Ex. 2:— 

Secondhand Kails.—The price of £13 per ton already 
notified applies to Secondhand Rails 50 Ib. per yard and over. 
The prices for other sections are as follows : — 

Under 50 lb. per yard down to and including 30 lb. per 
yard, £15 per ton; under 30 Ib. per yard, £17 per ton. 


DEMOBILISATION SECTION. 
NUMBER OF MEN DEMOBILISED. 


The War Office announces that since the date of the 
Armistice the following numbers have been discharged or 











demobilised : — 

To Noon, 3rd February. Officers Other Ranks. 
SS rrr ee 25,334 883,399 
Discharged Medically Unfit 59,255 
Discharged from _ classes 

W.W. (T.), P. and P. (T.) . 
of the Reserve ............. 144,351 
a eperrernr es 25,334 1,087 ,005 








POSTAL SECTION. 
PARCEL POST TO DENMARK AND SWEDEN. 


Parcels can again be accepted for transmission by sea 
direct to Denmark and Sweden. 


owe ee 


ORDERS CANCELLED. 
RAW GOATSKINS. 


The Secretary of the War Office announces the cancellation 
of the Army Council Orders of the 18th of January, 1518, 
under which all stocks of Raw Goatskins in this country and 
subsequently to arrive were requisitioned, and the prices at 
which these could be taken over and distributed for the 
manufacture of Leather were fixed. 














FEEDING OF GAME ORDER, 1917. 

Under the Feeding of Game Order, 1917, the feeding of 
any grain to game birds was prohibited. This Order has now 
heen revoked by the Ministry of Food, so as to permit the 
feeding of game birds with such cereals as may be used for 
animal feeding. 





COTTON ORDERS. 
The Board of Trade give notice that the Raw Cotton 
Order, 1917, and the Cotton (Restriction of Output) Order, 
1918, ceased to have effect as from 3rd February, 1919. 


FOOD ORDERS. 


The Food Controller has revoked the following Orders :~— 

Home Melt Tallow and Greases.—The Order under 
which collectors and melters required to be licensed, and the 
Order under which the Food Controller had power to requisi- 
tion the product of their mills. 

Bones.—The Order under which bone collectors and 
degreacers had to he licensed, and the Order under which the 
Food Controller had power to requisition the product of 
degreasers’ factories. 
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Tallow and Dripping.—The Order restricting the export 
and import between Great Britain and Ireland. 
The Beehive Section (Maximum Prices) Order, 1918. 


ORDERS SUSPENDED. 


CAPE COARSE AND COLOURED SKIN-WOOL 
PERMIT, 1919. 

The War Office (Wool Section) desires to draw the attention 
of fellmongers and all persons concerned to the Cape Coarse 
and Coloured Skin-Wool Permit, 1915, issued by the Army 
Council under the Defence of the Realm Regulations, and 
dated 28th January, 1919. All wool derived from Cape 
Coarse and Coloured Sheepskins is no longer required for 
Government purposes, and the effect of the above-mentioned 
Permit is to free such wool from control as trom the date 
of the Order. The text of the Permit is given below : — 

| TEXT oF PERMIT. 

Whereas by the Wool (Colonial Fellmongers) Order, 1918, 
the Army Council took possession of certain wool pulled or 
to be pulled from the skins of sheep or lambs in Great 
Britain: 

And whereas it is expedient that Cape Coarse and Coloured 
Skin-Wool be dealt in without further restrictions: Now 
therefore in pursuance of the powers conferred upon them 
by the Defence of the Realm Regulations the Army Council 
hereby give notice as follows :— 

1. Notwithstanding anything in the Wool (Colonial Fell- 
mongers) Order, 1918, dealings in Cape Coarse and Coloured 
Skin-Wool are permitted without restriction 

2. This Order may be cited as the Cape Coarse and 
Coloured Skin-Wool Permit, 1919. 











WHALE OIL. 


The Minister of Munitions has suspended, as from 31st 
January, the Whale Oil Order, 1916, which prohibited deal- 
ings in Whale Oil other than sperm oil without a permit. 





-- we 


FOOD SECTION, 
EGGS. 


The Food Controller does not purpose importing or 
pickling eggs this year, as he desires to leave the matter in 
the hands of the trade. With regard to prices, control will 
have to remain until the price of eggs is reduced auto- 
matically to somewhere near its normal by increased 
supplies. 





~ 





BUTTER STOCKS, 


The arrivals of butter this last week or two have certainly 
improved, and the Food Controller is now able to replenish 
gradually the stocks which were down to vanishing point. 
As supplies are certain to be irregular for some time to come 
it is essential that a reserve should be kept to ensure the 
present ration. It must be remembered that the position is 
not worked out from week to week, but many months ahead. 

The moment the stocks in hand are sufficient and regular 
arrivals are ensured, the Food Controller will be in a position 
to increase the present ration. 





THE MARGARINE RATION—RELAXATION 
OF CONTROL. 


In view of the supplies of raw material available and of 
the fact that this country is now able to manufacture suffi- 
cient for all its needs, the Food Controller has decided to 
withdraw, as from 2nd March next, all: restrictions on the 
purchase of margarine by the public, and to restore to 
dealers the power of obtaining their supplies from whatever 
source they prefer. From the 16th February next to Ist 
March individual consumers, catering and_ residential 
establishments and institutions, must continue to obtain 
their supplies from the dealers with whom they are now 
registered, using the coupon or Preliminary Demand Note, 
as the ease may be, but without limit as to quantity. This 
provision has been made in order to give dealers an oppor- 
tunity of ascertaining what supplies they are likely to need 
to satisfy the requirements of their customers and to make 
arrangements with their new suppliers accordingly. As from 
the 2nd March conpons and Preliminary Demand Notes will 
be required for butter only, and dealers, consumers, catering 
and residential establishments and institutions will be free 
to buy margarine without restriction of any sort as to 
quantitv or source of supply. 

An Order fixing maximum prices is in preparation and 
will be published before the control is relaxed; and it has 
been decided to retain for the present the Margarine 
(Registration and Dealers) Order, 1917, so far as relates to 
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the registration ci retail dealers. No unregistered retail 
dealer is allowed to deal in margarine; and all applications 
for registration will be dealt with by Local Food Committees 
in accordance with the existing rules. The lFood Controiler 
is retaining his powers under the General Requisition Order 
also of directing supplies to be distributed in such a manner 
as to provide for local shortages and other emergencies. The 
powers in that respect of local Food Commitices are also 
being retained. 

Margarine will continue to be manufactured only under 
licence from the Food Controller. The conditions of the 
licence provide for strict supervision by the Ministry of Food 
of the quality of the raw material used and a weekly test 
of the resultant product. Should any manufacturer not 
maintain a standard satisfactory to the Food Controller, the 
licence to manufacture will be withdrawn. 

Butter supplies will continue to be issued in accordance 
with the existing Scheme of Distribution. The retailer will 
receive supplies as hitherto at the rate of 1 oz. per head of 
his registered customers, with the prescribed allowances for 
catering and other establishments ; and, subject to providing 
each of these customers who demands it, with at least the 
minimum weekly allowance, will be permitted to distribute 
his available supplies to his registered customers in accord- 
ance with their requirements, in exchange for coupons. The 
present arrangements for self-suppliers and direct supplies 
of butter will also be continued. 





SUGAR FOR JAM MANNING. 

Lord Bledisloe, as Director of Sugar Distribution, desires 
to notify persons who are accustomed during the fruit 
season to make a supply of jam for their household con- 
sumption, that no assurance can be given at present that 
any special allotment of sugar for domestic preserving will 
be made to individual applicants during the coming season. 
He would therefore strongly recommend all such persons 
to reserve for jam-making as much sugar as possible out of 
their weekly ration, which has now been increased from 
1 Ib. to 2 lb. per head, in order to supplement such limited 
supplies as may be available for the above purpose from 
any surpluses in the hands of retailers during the fruit 
season. 


RESTRICTIONS ON LARD) AND 
EDIBLE FATS. 

As from 2nd February, the present restrictions on the 
purchase and consumption of cooking fats by the general 
public and by establishments were almost entirely removed. 
‘Phe lard substitute known as oil and fat compound is now 
for the first time obtainable by individual consumers. Nut 
butter and vegetable oil is purchasable without @oupon. 
except that priority will be given to registered vegetarian 
and Jewish customers respectively tor the amounts of their 
present rations, if demanded.® Nut butter will not for the 
present be purchasable by establishments, except with the 
consent of the local Food Office. 

Residential establishments, catering establishmenis and 
institutions will be able to purchase lard and edible tuts, 
except nut butter, without restriction as to quantity and 
without the use of the Official Order Book, and will no longer 
be required to account for their consumption of these 
articles. 

Lard will continue to be purchasable only from the 
supplier with whom the individual consumer or the establish- 
ment has lodged a lard leaf countertfoil or a preliminary 
demand note or permit, as the case may be, but cil and iat 
compound will be obtainable from any supplier. 


REMOVAL OF 





OIL AND FATS COMPOUND (MAXIMUM 
PRICES) ORDER, 1919. 


The Food Controller has issued an Order fixing maximum 

prices of Oil and Fat Compound as follows :— 
Manufacturers’ Wholesale. 

(1) 11d. per Ib. ex works when sold toa person who declares 
himself a wholesaler. 

(2) Is. per lb. in all other cases. 

These prices are for goods packed in 28 or 56 Ib. boxes 
provided by the seller free of cost to the buyer, and Is. per 
lb. covers delivery to the buyer. When the goods are 
packed in 1 lb. tins or containers an additional 1d. per Ib. 
may be charged on the above prices. 

tetail. 

Is. 3d. per lb. whether sold from bulk or in 1 Ib. tins or 
containers, and includes all cost of packing, packages, and 
giving credit, but where the goods are delivered otherwise 
than at the seller’s premises at the buyer’s request, an addi- 
tional sum not exceeding 3d. per lb. or any larger sum 
properly and actually paid by the seller for carriage may be 


charged. 
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Phe Order defines Oil and Fat Compound as a compound 
(other than Margarine and Vegetarian Butter) manufag. 
iured trom any two or more vegetable or animal (including 
marine animal) coils and fats, whether hardened or not, 
W hich is suitable tor human food er for use in connection 
with the manufacture or treatment of human food, and 
provides that except for technical purposes Oil and Fat 
Compound may not be sold unless it does not contain more 
than 5 per cent. tree fatty acids, and 5 per cent. water and 
lnpurities together, and does not contain any commodity 
other than Oil and Fat. 

fhis Order comes into operation on the 17th February. 


1O19, 


CONDENSED MILK. 


The Food Controller announces that, in view ot the large 
stocks of condensed milk now distributed throughout the 
retail shops in this country, consumers may, notwithstanding 
the provisions of the Food Hoarding Order, 1917, purchase 
supplies of this commodity beyond their immediate require. 
ments, provided that at no one time is a larger quantity 
than 24 tins stored in any consumer’s house. _ . 


EXPORT OF JAM PROHIBITED. 

The fcod Controller has made an Order prohibiting the 
export of Jam from Great Britain to Ireland. The Order 
came into force on the 4th February, after which date no 
shipment can be made except under a licence of the Food 
Controller. 


GENERAL SECTION. 


REMOVAL OF CERTAIN 
RESTRICTIONS. 

Pwo Army Council Orders have been issued recently which 
came into force on Ist February, 1919, and have the follow- 
ing effect :— 

All restrictions upon the sale, use of, or removal of straw 
are removed (subject to the provision of the Waste of Forage 
Order, 1918), except in those cases where purchases have 
already been made on behalf of the Army or Civil Supplies. 

In future straw will not be invoiced through the County 
Distributing (forage) Committees as heretofore, but will 
be invoiced by the producer or grower to the wholesale 
dealer, retailer or consumer, as the case may be, at the price 
at which the straw is actually bought, and such invoiced price 
must be the basis upon which all subsequent sales are made. 
Mhese prices must not exceed the maximum stack prices set 
out In the Army Council Order, dated 20th August, 1918, 
which are as follows :— | 

Oat, Barley, Rve, Bean and Pea Straw and Threshed 
Tares, 1918 crop, £3 15s. per ton; 1917 or earlier crops, 
{3 Os. per ton. a 

Wheat, Revit Wheat, Buckwheat, and Mustard Straw, 
1918 crop, £3 per ton; 1917 or earlier crops, £2 15s. per ton. 

In addition to the above prices for the 1918 crop, interest 
at the rate of 10 per cent. per annum may be added to the 
price at which the straw is sold by the producer, calculated 
from Ist January, 1919, to date of completion of lifting. 

A wholesale dealer will be entitled to add to these prices 
the sum of Is. 6d. per ton for buying charges, in addition to 
such other charges as are applicable. 

A producer who sells straw direct to a consumer will not 
vdd the buying charge of 1s. 6d. per ton to the invoiced 
price, but he may add such other charges as are applicable. 





THE STRAW 


INSURANCE OF ENEMY MERCHANT SHIPS. 

The Board of Trade have issued the following notice, 
dated 30th January, dealing with the insurance of enemy 
merchant ships which may be under the control of the Allied 
Maritime Transport Council. 

Whereas by Royal Proclamation relating to Trading with 
the Knemy, dated the 9th day of September, 1914, and 
issued with reference to the state of war with the German 
Empire and the Dual Monarchy of Austria-Hungary, it was 
declared that from and after the date of the said Proclama- 
tion the persons therein referred to were prohibited from 
doing certain acts therein more specificially mentioned: 

And whereas it was further declared by the said Proclama- 
tion as follows: — 

‘‘Nothing in this Proclamation shall be taken to 
prohibit anything which shall be expressly permitted by 
Our licence, or by the licence given on Our behalf by 2 
Secretary of State, or the Board of Trade, whether such 
licences be especially granted to individuals or be 
announced as applying to classes of persons’’ : 
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- 4nd whereas by Proclamation, dated the 5th day ot 
November, 1914, it was declared that the provisions of the 
Proclamations and Orders-in-Council then in force issued 
with reference to the state of war with the Emperor oi 
Germany and the Emperor of Austria, King of Hungary, 
should be extended to the war with Turkey subject to ihe 
doing certain acts therein more specifically mentioned: | 

And whereas by Proclamation, dated the 16th day ot 
October, 1915, it was declared that the Proclamations and 
Orders-in-Council then in force, issued with reference to the 
state of war with the German Emperor and the Emperor 
of Austria, King of Hungary, or with reference to the state 
of war with the German Emperor and the Emperor of 
Austria, King of Hungary, ana the Sultan of Turkey, should 
be extended to the war with Bulgaria, subject to the excep- 
tion in such Proclamation mentioned: 

And whereas certain enemy merchant ships are or may 
be under the control of the Allied Maritime Transport 
Council. 

Now, therefore, the Board of Trade, on behali of His 
Majesty, and in pursuance of the powers reserved in the 
said Proclamations and all other powers thereunto them 
enabling, do hereby give and grant licence to all persons 
residing, carrying on business or being in the United King- 
dom to insure the hull, machinery and cargo of any enemy 
merchant ship that is for the time being under the control 
of the Allied Maritime Transport Council, provided that 
any such insurance is made subject to the following warran- 
ties, namely :— a 

1. Warranted trading under the control of the Allied 
Maritime Transport Council ; 

2. Warranted that no claim shall be paid under this 
policy unless and until the name of the payee shall have 
been submitted to and approved by the Board of Trade. 





LICENCES UNDER THE NON-FERROUS METAL 
INDUSTRY ACY. 

Nctice is hereby given in accordance with Section 1, Sub- 
Section 7, of the Non-lerrous Metal Industry Act, 1918, and 
No. 11 of the Statutory Rules and Orders No. 265 of 1918 
(Non-Ferrous Metal Industry), that Licences under the Non- 
Ferrous Metal Industry Act have been granted by the Board 
of Trade to the undermentioned companies, firms cr 
individuals : — | 
Aston, Chain and Hook Co., Ltd., The, of Bromiord Lane, 

Erdington, Birmingham. ae 
Austin, Payton and Vo., of 55, Newhall Street, Birmingham. 
Baker, C. W., of 24, Silk Street, 42-45, Whitecross Street, 

E.C. 1. 

Beere, H. O., of Gunton Works, rear of 50, 52, 54 and 56, 

Peckham Rye, S.K. Lo. 
Blakeborough and Sons, Ltd., J., of Woodhouse Works, 

Brighouse, Yorks. 

Buyers of Scrap Metal, Ltd., of Glyn Street, Vauxhall, 

S.E. 11. | 
Dafen Tinplate Co., Ltd., The, of Daten, Llanelly. | 
Danby, H. F., trading as Danby, Fowler and Co., of 98, 

Great ‘ower Street, E.C. 3. 

Florey, G. W. H., trading as Hartley Florey, of 40, Great 

Tower Street, H.C. 3. . 
Hackbridge Cable Co., Ltd., of London Road, Hackbridge, 

Surrey. 

Hill, Ltd., KE. H., of 56, Broomhall Street, Sheffield. 
Keatley, J., of 100, Snow Hill, Birmingham. 
Kemp, H., trading as Lees and Kemp, of 32, Rupert Street, 

Nechells, Birmingham. 

King, K.C.I.E., Sir H. 8., trading as H. S. King and Co., 
of 65, Cernhill, E.C.3 | 
Lawson, Walton and Co., of 2, St. Nicholas’ Buildings, 

Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

McFarlan, D. J., trading as Leslie and Anderson, of 14, 

Billiter Street, E.C. 

Overseas Engineering Co., Ltd., The, of 75, Curtain Road, 

E.C. 2. 

Ruck, E., trading as The Crown Composition Co., of 

Swansea. 

Shannon, H., of Ealing Park Foundry, Junction Road, S. 

Ealing, W. 5. 

St. Helens Smelting Co., Ltd., of 44, Mosley Street, 

Manchester. 

Taylor Bros. and Cox, Ltd., of 5, Mark Lane, F.¢ 
Thames Ammunition Works, Ltd., The, of 8, Great George 

Street, Westminster, S.W. 1. 

Van Minden, S., trading as S. Van Minden and Co., of 84, 

Leadenhall Street, E.C. 3. 

Ward, E. ¥., trading as Ward and Co., of 21, Fawdry Street, 

Smethwick, Birmingham. 

Whitson and Co., of 104, West George Street, Glasgow. 
Wilson, R_ F., of 40, Enoch Square, Glasgow. 


’ 
. 
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PETROLEUM PRODUCTS (WHOLESALE 
PRICES) ORDER, 

The Petroleum Products (Whelesale Prices) Order, 1919, 
dated 3dlst January, 191, has been made by the Board cf 
Trade under Regulations 2» and 233 of the Defence oi the 
Realm Regulations as follows :— 

The Board of Trade deeming it expedient to make further 
exercise of the powers conterred upon them by Regulations 
Zr and 233 of the Defence of the Realm Regulations as 
respects Petroleum Products, hereby order as follows :— 

1. In this Order the expression ‘‘wholesale dealer’? means 
any person, firm or company, whose business or a part of 
whose business it is to sell to retailers for resale any of the 
petroleum products mentioned in the schedule hereto. 

2. No wholesale dealer shall sell, deliver or supply any of 
the petroleum products mentioned in the schedule to this 
Order at prices exceeding those shown against such products. 

3. Infringements of this Order are summaty offences 
against the Defence ot the Realm Regulations. 

4. The Petroleum Products (Wholesale Prices) No. 2 
Order, 1918; the Petroleum Products (Contracts) Order, 
1918; the Petroleum Products (Wholesale Prices) No. 3 
Order, 1918; the Petroleum Products (Wholesale Prices) 
No. 4 Order, 1918; and the Notice dated the 18th December, 
1918, issued under the Petroleum Products (Wholesale 
Prices) Amendment Order, 1919, of 13th December, 1918, 
are hereby revoked. 

5. This Order mav be cited as the Petroieum Products 
(Wholesale Prices) Order, 1919, and comes into effect on 
ist February, L91Y. 

THE SCHEDULE. 
SPIRIT—1N Cans. 
Per gallon. 


S. 
NN arias i Lindnadencneanananiiaibie 2 0! 
Special Boiling Points ............... 2 lit 
RET Sitiediad si sene cade sucutiunenibawntotes 2 103 
ISG ere sere ay eR eT Tee 2 92 
NS Sidi aea buss ancadinedidduiaai 2 $i 


For delivery to commercial consumers (not for resale) in 
Steel Barrels, 1d. per gallon less than Can price, and for 
delivery in bulk to commercial consumers (not for resale), 
13d. per gallon less than Can price. 

1d. per gallon may be added to all above prices when sold 
for delivery in Scotland or Ireland. 

IX EROSENE. 
Per gallon. 


s. d. 
Long-Time Burning Oil in bulk ...... 1 3 
NL dE sak Sucanseiel CAE ne en 1 3 
NIE se sisiliacuniala\delachaehtabacadiidainioncuiahabtaa te iia ara 1 2 
For delivery in barrels ex wharf, 24d. per gallon addi- 


tional. 
ld. per gallon may be added to all above prices when sold 
for delivery in Scotland or Treland. 
Per gallon. 
Ss. d. 
Raw White Spirit as imported, un- 
graded and unrefined sold _ to 
manufacturers for distribution in 
accordance with licences issued by 
the Ministry of Munitions ......... 2 3 
Gas Orn 
Per gallon 


s. d. 
Me TE UE IIE asinine Siccccscsnccien 0 8} 
For delivery in barrels ex wharf, 3%d. per gallon 
additional. 
Fuer Orr. 
Per ton. 
) £ sa. a. 
BO EE OR WUNE occu cccecenexenses 710 0 
For delivery in barrels ex wharf, 3d. per gallon 
additional. 





BEER : QUANTITY AND GRAVITY. 

The War Cabinet has decided to allow an increase of 25 
per cent. on the present permitted statutory barrelage and 
an increase of 2 degrees in the permitted average gravity, 
to take effect as from Ist January, 1919. 

The schedule of retail prices, which will come into force 
on 24th February, brings within its scope all gravities on a 
scale ranging from the rate of 3d. to Sd. per pint for 
draught beers in public bars. Bottle beers, which have 
hitherto been uncontrolled, will be included, but on a 
separate scale. A part of the schedule deals with the prices 
that may be charged when beer is sold in parts of licensed 
premises cther than public bars. 

The Brewing Trade should understand that the new scale 
of prices is sufficiently liberal to leave room for an increase 
in duty if and when the Government may see fit to impose 
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UNSORTED SWEDISH AND NORWEGIAN RED AND WHITs. 





Or CA 





it. 
range of maximum prices, but the new regulations, as a Super.or Lower Grade Waney 
whole, will provide a larger supply of beer of better average Swedish. Swedish and Norwegian 
gravity at lower prices than those now obtaining in the Square Norwegian. 
case of beer of very low gravity, and at the same time limit , 4in. x I1Lin. £48 10 0 £46 10 0 £39 10 4 
the prices of the better beers and more particularly those 4in. x ay to 10 in. £4410 0 £4210 0 £35 10 4 
e9ld in bottle. In. x 9 in. £44 10 O £42 10 OU £55 10 () 
he a a «ose fe) 2: See 
Se hate le a in, X in. to O1n. oO > 
RELEASE OF HARDWOOD CONTROL. o » 3 in. x “rT & up pod i : = = ° a h. 
In view of the termination on Ist March of the Control = wom. A in. y £38 10 4 
of Imported Hardwoods, the “existing stocks of such Hard- mq i oo x 10 in. £42 0 0 £40 0 0 £53 0 9 
| ae a < Ne . in. in. X Qin. £42 0 O £40 0 0 £33 0 
woods held by the Timber Supply Department will, as far as peggy gio “ex £4010 0 £3810 0 £3 0 
pessible, be disposed of in convenient lots by Public Auction. Sin to Zin. x 8 in £40 10 0 £3810 0 rom 7 U 
The first Auction Sale will take place towards the end cf Qin. to 3in x Tin. £40 0 0 £38 00 £31 0 0 
February in London. Sie to Sin. x Tin. £49 00 £3800 £31 9 
Further. Sales will be held in Liverpool and elsewhere. 2in. to 3in. x 64 in. £39 10 O £37 10 O £30 10 4 
The stocks in this country which the Timber Controller 2in. to din. xX 6in. £39 10 0 £3710 0 £3010 9 
has for disposal are approximately as follows :— Zin. to din, x 5$ in. £38 10 O £36 10 O £29 10 4 
Carloads. 24 in. to3in x Sin. £3810 0 £3610 0 £2910 9 
Meck ee ee nee 220 24 in. to3in. x 44in. £3910 0 £3710 0 £3010 9 
RT ae rere ae 1835 2% in. to 5 in. X 4 in. £38 0 0 £56 0 0 £29 0 9 
Cottonwood 21 24 in, to Sin. x 3 in. £38 00 £36 00 £29 0 9 
lire iain uatiacinpcanpntiunkensneett 12 Zin. x 5 in. £3810 0 £3610 0 £2910 9 
Nias sins gig civiclnndinenniantonon 40) Zin. x 4,in. £38 0 0 £36 00 £249 0 1 
Walnut 40 2in, x 4 in £39 0 0 £37 00 £30 0 9 
— I. cethenvdcanGae wecuecentenineteheawess a +0 x 3% in. £38 0 0 £56 0 0 £29 0 0 
7 EEE SEES SEES fe in, X 3 in. £39 0 0 £37 0 O £30 0 9 
EE ©": ludte cccasbehaionadaememeesitets 2 2in. x 2 in. £38 0 O £36 0 0 £29 0 9 
BE. 5 Civhadidtnmnucnsecanacerscrnerociabnns 25 Zin. X 2in. £38 0 0 £36 0 0 £29 0 0 
Various other woods — .................. 20 Boards, 9 in. and up £1 Os. Od. extra 
In addition there are about 300 Carloads still to arrive. Sin. and down. 10s. Od. ,, 
a Ist ny Page and Battens, £4 Os. Od. extra on unsorted 
| ; isi oma chide pilin t —_ Swedish prices. 
MAXIMUM PRICES OF IMPORTED TIMBER. het iain, atte te eteaia is eee 
Pursuant to paragraph 3 of the Timber Control Order, Swedish prices. 
1918, the Controller of Timber Supplies hereby gives notice 3rd Quality Deals and Battens at Unsorted Prices. 
that as from the tenth day of February, 1919, the following 4th Quality Deals and Battens, £1 Os. Od. less than unsorted 
shall be the maximum prices at which imported timber may pr.ces. 
Sth Quality Deals and Battens, £2 Os. Od. less than unsorted 


be sold. These prices are per standard of 165 cubic feet 
except where otherwise stated, landed and in store :— 

As and from the tenth day of February, 1919, the Notice 
dated 18th July, 1918, fixing the maximum prices cf 
Imported Timber is cancelled and shall cease to have effect: 


; prices. 
WVrack 
7 at £350 Os. Od. (Fair average specification). 
ieather-Edged Boards. 
£40 10s. Od. 
Sawn Laths. 
ds. per bundle. 


Warte Sea Repwoop. 


St. and. ‘nsorted. Ath. ; - om 
1: nd he ga ' [ gery “ and White Slating Battens and Strips. 
ID. in £ sg. d. £ os. a. £ s. d. £ s. d. sadiiecees 
5 52 4910 0 471 . : 
: : 4 = = 48 4 : 4 - 0 43, “4 : Unsortep SwepisH Rep anp WHITE MATCHING AND FLOorRING. 
4x 8 4710 0O 45 10 0 4210 0 4010 0 l$in. P.E. 60s. per square (100 feet super). 
4x 7 47 10 0 4510 0 42 10 0 4010 O Ijin. P.E. 50s. ms 
3 x 8 46 10 O 4410 0 41 10 0 59 10 0 lin P.E. 40s. 
3 x 7 46 0 0 44 0 0 41 0 0 39 0 0 £ in P.E. 35s. 
5 x 6 4510 0 43 10 0 40 10 0 58 10 0 fin. P.E. Ws. 
5x9 4510 0 43 10 0 39 10 O 37 10 O gin. P.E. 25s. 6d. 
2, to 3 x 11 53 10 O 5110 0O 48 10 0 4610 O | tin. P.E. 20s. 6d. 
2, to 3 x 9 48 0 0 46 0 O 435 0 0 410 0 | T. and G. and Match Lining at 6d. per square extra. 
Beie¢ Gat 233 Sai B35) gee eee Ses 
24 x | | in. s. Od. 
25 x 6 4510 0 4310 0 3910 0 3710 O 9 in. £43 Os. Od. se 
2x il 53 10 0 51 10 0 48 10 0 4610 QO 8 in. £41 Os. Od 
2x9 48 0 0 46 0 0 43 0 0 41 0 0 
9 : 7 1 0 0 44 0 0 41 0 ; 0 . : spruce—Gang Frame and Band Sawn. 
2x6 4100 4310 0 40100 3810 0 Lat. ond Rentals: 
2x5 4410 0 4210 0 3910 0 3710 0 Sin x 1Lin £55 0 0 006 £4510 0 
2x4 4410 0 42 10 0 40 9 O 38 0 96 Sin. X 10 in. £50 O O £44 10 0O £40 0 0 
Boards.— 3in. xX Qin, ' £50 0 O £4410 0 £40 0 0 
Ist and 2nd Quality, £1 10s. Od. extra. din. xX 8in. £48 0 0 £41 10 0 £38 10 0 
4rd and 4th mn £1 Os. Od. Sin x Tin. £48 0 O £41 0 0 £38 0 0 
Uascrted Larchwood.— Sin. X 61n £48 0 O £40 10 O £37 10 0 
at 3rd White Sea Red Priees 3in x 5in. and under £47 0 O £39 10 0 £36 10 0 
5 fo 11ft. Unsorted Red and White Ends ---- 
(Fair average specification) £35 Os. 04. UnsortTED SpruceE—Rotary Sawn. 
(Selected svecificat'on) £37 Os. Od. in. : 
l'nsorted Red and White Strips.— ; in. * - “oy a C10 I po : ; 
(Fair average specification) £37 Os. Od. a £38 O 0 
(Selected specification) £39 Os. Od. 3 in x SS “ae £36 10 O 
1 to 43 ft. Unsorted Red and White Ends.— A 6 MR | va ccrsccaesssensveaves: £36 0 0 
(Average specificaton) £30 Os. Od. 3 in. xX NE ne ae £35 10 O 
(Selected specification) £32 Os. Od. 3 in. x £5 in, and under ...... £3410 O 
Other thicknesses at the same prices. 


Wuitet SEA WHITEWOOD. 


Pitcn. Pine Loc TIMBER. 





ist. 2nd aud jrd. 
Unsorted. 15 to 15 m. 

Zin. x I1in. £52 90 0 £0 9 0 £47 0 0 6to8in. QO9tollin. 11to13in. and up. 

3in. x 10 in. £48 0 0 £146 0 O £43 0 O s. d. s. d. s. d. s. d... 

Sin. xX Qin. £46 10 0O £44 10 O £41 10 0O 25 ft. and down 5 9 6 0 6 3 6 35 
2in. to 3in x 8in. £4310 O £41 10 O £38 10 O 26 ft. to 35 ft. 6 0 6 3 6 6 6 6 
2in. to 3in. x Tin. £43 10 O £4110 O £38 10 0 36 ft. to 39 ft. 6 0 6 3 6 Q 6 9 
2in. to 3in. x 64 in. £42 10 O £40 10 O £37 10 O 40 ft. to 49 ft. 6 O 6 6 7 6 8 0 
Zin. to Zin. x 6in. £4210 0 £4010 0 £3710 O 50 ft. and up 6 3 6 6 "8 6 9 0 
2in. to Zin. X 5in. £4110 O £39 10 O £36 10 O The above prices are per foot cube. 
Zin. to Zin. X 4in. £41 10 0 £39 10 0 £36 10 0 Short Leaf, Darien and Savannah District Timber— 

ls. ft. cube less. 


Boards at £1 Os. Od. extra. 
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GOVERNMENT NOTICES AFFECTING TRADE. —continued. 








Prime PitcnH PIne—PLanks AND Boarps. 


I MN iia scape wanenke £635 0 OU 
Te FE ees £56 0 Q 
Rio Prime Pitcn Pine PLANKS. 
ee ee cc dcd wcebna £46 0 0 
ee ie cunl cceckeas £45 0 O 
eS i — Seer eee £44 0 O 
SeuAkE-EpcGep Pitcu Ping PLANKS—Sound and 





Merchantable. 


x 11 in. and up 6s. per it. cube. 


eceteeeseersreoreesees 


in. to 6 In. 


Sin. to 4 in. x Lh in, and ap ..,............ £44 per standard. 
AER: « cis snndngdhndecicaarttignawhaenesuavew £43 rr 
Se OES. -  “Swanearninccdneevminassdineincivixesaes £42 - 


OREGON AND COLUMBIAN PINE. 
Prime Clear.— 


Ff FG merry rae tree £60 0 O 
Fe SL errr eneeneerr £56 O O 
S Oe. Ge GOW 6c.ccs.nceccs...-.s.: £50 0 O 
Fiime unsorted and merchantable— 
ie, NR I i a cesta £48 10 O 
i a ena wiechoha duel £44 10 0 
Si. «= 6 im. te Oy ..csss.. £41 10 O 
2 in, to 3 in. x 11 ey cee ere LAT 10 0 
2 in. to 3 i, i £42 0 O 
> % ) 5 Se 2 | Seerrrrrssre £40 10 O 
a, Oe Oe OO ii eat encess aude £40 0 O 
eee. Sa ene ae ee peers £39 10 O 
Ss | > eS Seer £39 10 O 
ea es Se eee £39 10 0O 
fe 2g Serres £58 10 O 
OF a ef eer yreeaepererers £39 0 O 
fs 2 5 Veen rrr £39 0 0 
RE TN ee een coeeiaee £50 10 O 


C'axnaprian Rep PINE. 


Ist and 2nd qualities at White Sea Red prices._ 
Unsorted quality at lower grade unsorted Swedish prices 


YeLtow PINE. 


Ist. 2nd. jrd. 4th. 
3 in. xX 12 in. 
and up £67 0 0 £55 0 0 £5010 0 £44 0 O 
Zin. X llin. £644 0 0 £535 0 0 £4810 0 £44 O O 
3in. x 10 in. £58 0 0 £48 0 0 £44 0 O £42 O O 
Zin. x Qin. £57 0 0 £47 0 0 £4 0 0 £41 O O 
Zin. x Sin. £55 0 0 £45 0 O0 £42 0 0 £39 DO DO 
Zin. x Tin. £55 0 0 £45 0 0 £42 0 0 £39 0 O 
3in. x 6 in. 
and down £52 0 0 £42 0 0 £40 0 O0 £37 O O 


Pine Sidings at same prices as Deals and Planks. 
Wanev Pine Logs at 6s. per foot cube (calliper measure). 


The following amounts may also be added to the above 
prices as separate charges: 





(a) Cost of loading, carriage and delivery to destination 
if delivery is not taken by the a the 
yard on which the delivery order is issuec 

(b) For any sawing, planing or machining at current 
local rates. 

(c) Interest on accounts not paid within one month of 
date of invoice chargeable at 5 per cent. per 
annum from the expiration of one month to the 
date of payment. | : 

Timber stored by retail yard-keepers may be sold at prices 
not exceeding £4 per standard of 165 cubic feet more than 
the above prices, plus the cost of delivery to and from store. 

Maximum prices for classes and dimensions not appearing 
on this list will be on a similar basis and will be available 
on application to the Controller of Timber Supplies. 

T. B. Bat. 
Controller of Timber Supplies. 


4th February, 1919. 


a 





NOTICE. 





The price of the ‘‘Board of Trade Journal” is 6d. (63d. 
post free.) Annual subscription (post free) 27s. 6d. in the 
Umted Kingdom. Overseas subscription 31s. 6d. per annum, 
post free. 

The Editorial Ojfices are at 73, Businghall Street, London, 
EC.2. All editorial communications should be addressed 
to “The Editor.” 


The Publishers (to whom should be addressed all communi- 
cations concerning’ subscriptions and sales) are H.M. 
Stationery Office, Imperial House, Kingsway, London, 
W.C.2, or branches (see Cover). 


THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 
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Commercial Returns. 





COTTON IMPORTS. 


Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported at the 
Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the week 





Week o> Weeks Week 5 Weeks 
| ended ended | ended cuded 
30th Jan., 30th Jan., 30th Jan., 3Uth Jan., 
| 19t9. 1919. || 1919. 1919. 
| IMPORTS. EXPonts. 
| Bales. Bales. | Bales. Bales. 
American .. 43,419 306,709 | ‘endl sit 
Brazilian | 650 2,518 | — i, 
East Indian 1,658 1,925 | _— a 
Egyptian 6,849 59,209 | —_ ane 
Miscellaneous 448* | 22,336 | teen oe 
Total ..| 53,024 | 392,697 | = — a 
* British West Indian. 
t Including 520 bales British West Indian, 1,199 bales British East 


African, and 908 bales Foreign East African. 





eee 


CORN PRICES. 

Statement showing the Average Price of British Corn, per 
quarter of 8 bushel Imperial Measure,* as received from 
the Inspectors of Corn Returns in the week ended Ist 
February, 1919, and corresponding weeks of the seven 
previous years, pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882. 








Average Price. 


Sanne es 


Wheat. | Barley. | 


' 





me oO ae | gs. d. » & 1 4..& 
Week ended Ist February, 1919 .. | | 62 4 7 
Corresponding week in— | | 

: | 33 


913... " a .. | 34 0 2 i m4 
1914... 2 -- | 31 0] 2810 | 2 1 
1915... mt = ..| 310] 67! I 9g 
1916 a | 33 )] 837i w@ 38 
1917 | 58 3 | 52 5 | 32 4 
1918 7510 | 64 0 | 47 8 
1919 | 71 2 | 5810 | 50 2 


| 





*Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returne 
of purchases of British Corn are made to the local Inspector of Com 
Returns in any other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or 
by a weighed measure, that officer shall convert such returns into the 
Imperial Bushel, and in the case of weight or weighed measure the con- 
version is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial pounds for every Bushed 
of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, and thirty-nine 
Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 





NATIONAL INSURANCE ACTS : UNEMPLOY- 
MENT INSURANCE, * +: 


DECISION BY THE UMPIRE. 


Pursuant to paragraph (5) of the Unemployment Insur- 
ance (Umpire) Regulations, the Minister of Labour hereby 
gives Notice of the following decision by the Umpire on 
questions whether contributions are payable : —- 

B. The Umpire has decided that contributions are not 
payable in respect of :-— 

2445.—Workmen engaged wholly or mainly in the prepara- 
tion of antitoxic serums which are not intended for use in 
war. 

Note.—Decisions in which the Umpire has decided that 
contributions are payable under the National Insurance 
(Part II.) (Munition Workers) Act, 1916, are indicated by 
ihe letter X at the end of the number, e.g., 1554X. Con- 
tributions under these decisions are payable as from the 
4th September, 1916. 

Where no reference is given to an Application, the ques- 
tion has been decided by the Umpire, without notice, as a 
matter not admitting of reasonable doubt, in accordance 
with paragraph (2) of the Unemployment Insurance 
(Umpire) Regulations. _ 

Decisions relating to individual workmen which raise 
no questions of general interest, or which merely apply a 
principle laid down in a previous decision, are not published. 
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THE BOARD OF 


TRADE JOURNAL. 


FEBRUARY 6, 1919 


H.M. Trade Commissioners, 


At HeapQuaRTERS— 
Mr. C. Hamilton Wickes, 73, Basinghall Street, London, 


E.C. 2. 


OanaDa— 

Montreal.—Mr. G. T. Milne, O.B.E., H.M. Trade 
Commissioner, 367, Beaver Hall Square, Montreal 
(Telegraphic address, ‘‘Britcom’’). 

Toronto.—Mr. F. W. Field, H.M. Trade Commissioner, 
257-260, Confederation Life Buildings, Toronto (Tele- 
graphic address, ‘‘Toroncom’’). 

N BWFOUNDLAND— 

Mr. G. T. Milne, 0.B.E., H.M. Trade Commissioner, 367, 
Beaver Hal! sSyuare, Montreal (Telegraphic ad- 
dress, ‘‘Britcom’’). 

AUSTRALIA— 

Melbourne.—Mr. 8S. W. B. McGregor, H.M. Trade Com- 
missioner, Commerce House, F’inders Street, Melbourne 
(Telegraphic address, ‘‘Combrit’’). 

Sydney.—The Officer in Charge, H.M. Trade Comr.’s 
Office, Royal Exchange, Sydney (Telegraphic address, 
‘“‘Combritto’’) 


Imperial Trade 


Alberta.— Mr. J. F. Sweeting, Industrial Section, Natural 
Resources Department, Canadian Pacific Railway 
Offices, Calgary. 

British Columbia.—Mr. P. G. Shallcross, c/o Messrs. 
Shallcross, Macaulay and Co., Ltd., 144, Water Street, 
Vancouver. 

Mr. J. J. Shallcross, c/o Messrs. Shallcross, Macaulay 
and Co., Ltd., P.O. Drawer 730, Victoria. 

Manitoba.—_Mr. W. J. Healy, Free Press Building, 
Winnipeg. 

New Brunswick.—Mr. W. E. Anderson, 162, Prince 
William Street, St. John. 

Nova Scotia.—Mr. E. A. Saunders, Board of Trade, 
Halifax. 

Ontario.—H.M. Trade Commissioner—see list above, 
Toronto. 

Quebec.—H..M. Trade Commissioner—see list above, 
Montreal. 

Mr. G. B. Ramsey, 53, Dalhousie Street, Quebec. 


N EWFOUNDLAND— 
H.M. Trade Commissioner—see list above, Montreal. 


Mr. H. W. Le Messurier, C.M.G., Deputy Minister and | 


Assistant Collector of Customs, St. John’s. 


AUSTRALIA— 

New South Wales.—H.M. Trade Commissioner—see list 
above, Sydney. 

Queensland.— Mr. W. J. Weatherill, ‘‘Courier’’ Buildings, 
Queen Street, Brisbane. 

South Australia.—Mr. J. K. Samuel, Brookman Build- 
ings, Grenfell Street (P.O. Box 218), Adelaide. 

Tasmania.—Mr. A. H. Ashbolt, 23, Old Wharf, Hobart. 


Victoria.—H.M. Trade Commissioner—see list above, 
Melbourne. 
Western Australia.—(Vacant.) 


New ZEALAND— 
Auckland.—Mr. A. J Denniston, P.O. Box 47, Auckland. 


Dunedin.—Mr. W. T. Monkman, Bond Street, Dunedin. 


Wellington—H.M. Trade Commissioner—see list above, 
Wellington. 


SouTn AFRica— 
Union of South Africa: 

Cape Province.—H.M. Trade Commissioner—see list 
above, Cape Town. 

Mr. J. 8. Neave, Library Buildings, Main Street, 
Port Elizabeth (and for East London). 

Natal Province.—Mr. A. D. C. Agnew, 412, Berea 
Road, Durban. 

Orange Free State Province.—Mr. G. Smetham, P.O. 
Box 101, Fichardt Chambers, Maitland Street, Bloem- 
fontein. 

Transvaal Province.—Secretary, Chamber of Commerce, 
Johannesburg. 


Rhodesia.—Mr. E. C. Baxter, P.O. Box 599, Bulawayo. 


New ZEALAND— 
Wellington.—Mr. R. W. Dalton, H.M. Trade Commig- 
sioner, P.O. Box 369, Wellington (Telegraphic address, 
‘‘Advantage’’). 
(.\t present on an official visit to the United Kingdom.) 
SouTH AFRICA— : 
Johannesburg.—Mr. W. G. Wickham, H.M. Trade Com. 
missioner, c/o Chamber of Commerce, Johannesburg. : 
Cape Town.—Mr. J. L. Wilson-Goode, H.M. Acting Trade} 
Commissioner, P.O. Box 1346, Norwich Union Bidgs 7 
Cape Town (Telegraphic address, ‘‘Austere’’). y 
inDIA AND CEYLON— ” 4 
Calcutta.—Mr. T. M. Ainscough, O.B.E., H.M. Trade’ 
Commissioner, McLeod Buildings, 28, Dalhousie Square,” 
Calcutta (Telegraphic address, ‘‘Ainscough’’). ] 
STRAITS SETTLEMENTS— 
Singapore.—Mr. P. J. McKellen (at present stationed’ 
at Headquarters). . 
Britiso West INpiIEs anv British Honpvuras— 
Trinidad.—Mr. A. J. Pavitt, H.M. Trade Commissioner, | 
The Red House, Port of Spain, Trinidad (Telegraphie ’ 
address, ‘‘Trinco’’). 


Correspondents, 


Honorary Trade Correspondents. t 
SoutnH AFRIOCa— 
Besutoland.—The Government Secretary, Maseru. 
Bechuanaland.—Mr. Vernon Eason, Resident Commis. © 
sioner’s Office, Mafeking, South Africa. | 
West Arrica— : 
Gambia.—-The Receiver General, Customs Department, © 
Bathurst. 
Gold Coast.—The Comptroller of Customs, Accra. 
Nigeria.—The Comptroller of Customs, Lagos. 
Sierra Leone.—The Colonial Secretary, Freetown. : 
Cameroons, British Sphere of.—The Resident, Camerooas — 
Province. 
East AFRICA— ' 
British East Africa and Uganda.—The Chief of Customs, © 
Mombasa. 


German East Africa.—Mr. C. H. Chambers, Comptroiler — 
of Customs, Dar-es-Salaam. _ 
Nyasaland.—Captain E. Costley-White, Acting Superin: | 
tendent of Native Affairs, Zomba. ; 

East InpIES—- 
British North Borneo —The Commissioner of Customa — 
and Excise, Sandakan. 


Ceylon.—H.M. Trade 
Calcutta. 
The Principal Collector of Customs, Colombo. 
Federated Malay States.—The Commissioner of Trade and © 
Customs, Kuala Lumpur. 7 
Straits Settlements.—H.M. Trade Commissioner—se~ list 
above, Singapore. 
West InpIEs— 
Antigua.—The Treasurer, Antigua. 
Bahamas.—The Colonial Secretary, Nassau. 
Barbados.—The Colonia] Secretary, Bridgetown 
Dominica.—The Treasurer, Dominica. 
Grenada.—The Collector of Customs, Grenada. 
Jamaica.—The Colonial Secretary, Kingston. 
Montserrat.—The First Treasury Officer, Montserrai 
St. Kitts-Nevis.—The Assistant Treasurer, St. Kitts 
St. Lucia.—The Treasurer, St. Lucia. 
St. Vincent.—The Supervisor of Customs, St. Vincent 
Trinidad.—_H.M. Trade Commissioner—see list above, 
Trinidad. 
Virgin Islands.—The Commissioner, Virgin Islands. 
Bermoupa.—The Colonial Secretary, Bermuda. 
BritisH Guiana.—The Comptroller of Customs, Georgetows - 
British Honpvuras.—The Colonial Secretary, Belize. 
Cyprus.—The Chief Controller of Customs and Excise, 
Larnaca. 
FatKLaNp Istanps.—The Colonial Secretary, Stanley. 
Fist Isranps.—The Receiver-General, Suva. 
Grsrattar.—The Colonial Secretary. 
Hons-Konc.—Mr. E. A. M. Williams, Chartered Bank 
Building, Hong-Kong. 
Marta.—The Collector of Customs, Valletta. 
Mavritivs.—The Collector of Customs, Port Louis. 
St. Herena.—Mr. A. Hands. 
Sryvcnettes.—The Clerk to the Governor. 
ZAN7IBAR.—The Chief Secretary to the Government. 


Comissioner—see list above, | 


+ Designated to act in an honorary capacity by the Governor — 
of the Colony, Possession or Protectorate in which ~ 
the Correspondents reside. 








